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YOUR SINS MAY BE WIPED OUT, THAT TIMES
OF REFRESHING MAY COME FROM THE LORD.

March 2026 Newsletter

"Communicating the Love of Jesus”

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.



Living Word Lutheran Church

PO Box 242, New London, MM 56273

Located north of the New London Township Hall on Chy Rd 9 NE
Phone: 320-353+-4637

Email: pastor@livingwardlutheran.net

Website: www.livinowordlutheran.net

Questions for Pastor...
What was the single best part of the Midwest Honeybee Expo?

Bearwith me on this one. | know it seems like a weird question to be
running with, but there is a purpose - a good one.

Some of you know that Violet has been keeping bees for about ten years.
She absolutely loves it- and | love the honey the bees produce!

So, we dedded to check out the Midwest Honeybee Expo in n

Madison, Wisconsin last month. The guestion above was a

guestion asked on a post-expo survey | received this week. "

Therewere LOTS of fascinating things | learned about f_I'_
honeybees at the Expo, since my involvement with Violet's -
bees has been limited to helping her with “bee chores” every now and
then. | just dowhat she t2lls me to do without really undersanding
what's gaing onin the hive. But evenwith all the amazing new things |
learned, it was still pretty easy to come upwitha “best part”:

The Opening Ceremony beganwith the Pledge of Allegiance after
which the emcee ocpened the weekend with a humble, “from-the-
heart” prayer (as opposed to just speedng through one out of
obligation).

| was pretty blown away by that little opening ceremaony. Ina time when
it's mot “cool” tolove our country - and evenless “cool” toimvite God to
be part of a non-church gathering - that ceremony set the tone for the
entire weekend! | thought, “The folks who organize this have their
priorities straight!”

As Violetand | reflected on that opening, we figured that the folks in
charge of the opening ceremony had to have gattensome flack for the
Pledge and the prayer. But the important thing is they dd itampway!!l |t
reminded me of something I've said more than a few times:

“Do the night thing becouse it's the right thing- regardiess of how
people might respond.”

Thanks forasking
Pastor David
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Who Can You Invite?

*  “Maundy” Thursday Thursday, April 2 @ 6:30p
On this night, Jesus set & the example of
servanthood by washing His disdples’
feet. After that He instituted the meal we
know as “The Lord's Supper” whichwe
will celebrate.

We have a double celebration on this
night as our 5th Graders will be taking
their first communion!

* Good Friday- The 7 Last Words - Friday, April 3 @ 6:30pm
Easteris justa “feelgood” story without Good Friday.
We eatinguish one @ndle for each of the seven last words lesus
spoke from the cross untl all lights have been put out.
Join us to be reminded why we @ll such a dark day “Good.”

+  Easter- Sunday, April 5

*  Sonrise Worship: 6:53a.m.
We begin outdoors watching the sun rise (653 is actual sunrise
time), then move to the sanctuary to finish celebrating the Great-
est Eventin History

+ Easter Breakfast- 8:00 a.m.

+ Easter Worship w/Communion- 10:00 am.
We again celebrate the Greatest Eventin all of History at our
regularworship time with communion as the Feast of Victory

Pray about your invitations. Ask God togive you the words and op-
portunity. Offer to pick them up. [(Andif they don't accept your invi-
tation, keep praying for them and for another opportunity.)

Don* t Be Late for Church...

fﬂ 20003 f‘ffr,

DAYLIGHT

SﬂUINGS TIME STARTS



mailto://dvdauk@tds.net
https://www.livingwrdlutheran.net

Mark Your Calendar...

Mission & Ministry Team
Thursday, March 12th @ 6:30 p.m.
Elders’' Team @ 5:30 pricr to MMT

3rd Graders Receive their Bibles
during worship service on March Bth
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February Fellowship Outings...

Fellowship Supper:

¥
Thursday, March 26th
600 p.m.
Honkey's
[Grove City)

-
Rivey
\

Celebrate March Birthdays: %

Tuesday, March 10th
1100 am. 3 M;‘
EATS -7 &

Sweet River Cafée—New London

"

Lenten Devotion Services...

Begin on Wednesday, February 25th @ 6:00.
Please joinus each week as we prepare cuselves
for the upcoming Easter celebration - and come
early to join us for...

Midweck

Lenten

Worship

Soup & Sandwich Suppers

@ 500—Pricr to each Lenten Devotion Senvice
March 4th, 11th, 18th, & 25th

Please sign upat church to bring either a soup or sandwiches.

Sornetinn es we have the right to be angry, but that doesn't give ws the right to be

cruel,

Confirmation News... \ Iy

= Attend the Lenten Devotion Services
Wednesday @ 600 pm.
s ([lass after Lenten Services (B:45-7:15)

Thot for a day
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Simple Ways to Give Your Spiritual
Life a Lift...

1. Attend Wednesday Lenten Senvices (6:00- 6:40 p.m.)
Our Lenten Devotions will tackle :
"Questions about faith
we need to know answers to.”
For example...
“How can you believe the earth is only a few thousand
years oldwhen everyone knows it's 4.5 billion years old?

2. Read Jesus’ Last Words to His Disciples..

from the Upper Room and Garden the night

before He was crucified for our sins-

as recorded in John chapters13-16.
[Lastwords are things youwant to make sure people close to you never
forget.)

{Or you canlisten to Pastor read the passages. He will text or email you
a link toeachday's recording)
You'll find the readings listed on our Ceily Readings pages 16 & 17

The Shape of the Christian Life for Faithful Ministry Teday

SATURDAY, APRIL 11 | ¢ AM = 3:00 PM
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Miscellaneous Notes...

Food Pantry Reminder
Please remember to bring your donations for the Food Pantry on the

2nd Sunday of each month. Place them inthe purple container by the
door at church. Thank to everyone for donating!

Check out our “Free Stuff” Table

Here's just a samipling of what you'll find :
*  Kid's books

+  March Newsletters

* January—March Portals of Prayer i _j
*  “Answersin Genesis” magazines
And if you - or your kids- don't have a Bible, please take one from
the Coffee Cart.

IGEr FPE—‘

STUFF

Recorded videos of Semmons
Sermons can be found in on cur Living Word YouTube channel [ New
lnndnn Living Word) at

* Febl “God brings amazing power inanswer to prayer-tap
into it by being part of our Prayer D-Fence.”

« Febd “God shows His love for us... in the Old Tesmament!”

« Feb15 “Jesus sets the example for friendship on a
mountain”

+ Feb22 “Ash Sunday is about ‘Repentance’ But what is that?

Still Available: Direct Deposit for
Your Offerings

Living Word has the option of an
electronic option for making regular
offerings. Contributions @n be debited automatia@lly from your check-
ing or savings account .

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to
write out 52 chiecks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel,
illness or cther circumstances prevent you from attending services, this
program will allow your weekly offerings to continue onan uninter-
rupted basis. Anauthorizationform anda “Freguently
Asked Questions” fiyer are available from the church
office.

Portals of Prayer.
Jan—March issue
Are in Mailboxes and on the Table by the Door
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My wife asked me for some chap stick, I mistakenly gave her a glue stick, I

haven't heard from her for three days.

Thot for a day
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We areworking ona phone app for the church. It

Living Word Phone App...
should make it easier to view

“ﬁ videos, events, and share notices

and information. Youare welcome toin-
stall the app and try it out. Go towherever you
get your phone apps (Google Play, Apple Store,
etc.) and download the Our Church Body app, sign
up as a member, and search for Living Word Lu-
theran Church. Your membershipwill need to be
approved, but once that is done you @n loock
around and try out the features that have been
activated.

We are still inthe process of getting everything set
up, but please check the app out and let us know
what you think about it.

H@?A NA

"Participate” in Worship from home...

If you can't be herein peson: Watch on our YouTube channel with
Sunday services being livestreamed at

hittps:fww youtube com fchannel /U CGEeU-

WVEU2 3yCubhwijo/featured



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG9eU-VvIJEU22yCYxbhwjg/featured
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ourchurchbody.app&hl=en_US
https://www.youtube.com/@newlondonlivingword8097/streams

Opportunities for Growth...
ﬂpnT - Sunday Momming Bible Study
The Book of Revelation

Every Sunday @ 9:00
Please join us for coffee and God's Word

Men's Study

“Current Issuwes"
Tuesdays at 6:30 pm.
[pre-study meat at 6:15)

MENS

BIBLESTUDY

n -
- Monthly Morning Women's Study:

(4
%m i Wednesday, March 11th, at 10:00 a.m.
BIBLE STUDY S at church.

Allwomen are invited!

- -
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Join Us Sunday
Mornings for...

LWM LM eeting & Women's Study;
Mext mesting and Bible study will be
Wednesday, March 11th, at 10200 a.m. at church.

SHOES FOR MISSIONS:

A huge thank you to all who have donated! This is an
on-going fund-raiser for Lutheran Eland Camip.
Please continue to bring your good used shoes, slip-
pers, or boots to church.

I believe that onion rings are wegetable donuks.,

Thot for a day
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Living Word's 2026 Goals Update...

+ Continue the Make A Meal program.
We made more meals on Mov 15th
+ Continue the monthly Fellowshipoutings: Birthdays and Supper
March 10th— Birthdays
March 26th—Supper
* Continue the Birthday Card/Anniversary ministry
Ongoing
+ Challenge every member to bring a guest this year
Pray about who you can invite to joinyou for any of our
Fellowship Outings or Friendship Sunday.
+  Enlist Youth and Young Adults to helpwith our
“Visitors (and members) Coffee Cart”
* |nitiate the “Prayer O-Fence” Program
[{Adults “adopting “a kid to pray for, send cards etc...)
THIS MONTH we continue enlisting people to pray!
+  Enlistyounger members to help with the Buildng Project
Spring 2026
¢  Host Tuesday's Table
Coming September 2026
e Chili Cook-0ff
Held on Friendship Sunday, February 15th
+ Hostanocther Block Party or Community Festival
This will depend on our building project
+* Coordinating with Redeemer, Willmar and 5t. John, Atwater to
host joint youth events
House of Hope, Madagascar, March 3rd
+« Continue growing our active Youth numbers
Devotions on'Wednesdays
+ Offer support and encouragement to the Parents of Youth
Ongoing
*  Keep the church yard locking nice and continue to de-clutter the
storage areas inside.
Ongoing
+  Parking Lot maintenance

- . . "1 Bl
After the Building Project is complete Lraly b}

P
+ Encourage partidpationinSunday School O (llb
3rd Graders get Bibles : ;



St Patick’s Day...

Do you hawve your favorite greenshirt ready togofor March 177 Will
you dye your scrambled eggs green thatmorning* Believe it or not,
behind our silly 5t. Patrick’s Day traditions — like wearing green or sto-
ries about leprechauns and pots of gold— lies a rich story abouta man
devoted to Godwho spread the Gospel throughout [reland.

On March 17thcultures all over the world celebrate 5t. Patrick’s Day. Of
course, S5t. Patrick's Day has become a pretty secular holiday but when
we understand the real meaning behind the celebration, it can become
a more fun—and meaningful — experience for the whole family!

Enjoy the story of 5t. Patrick below! Read it aloud with your kids and
learn together about the man behind the holiday.

Who was St. Patrick?

Patrick was born in Britmin drca A.D. 385- over 1600 years ago! AL the
time, the Roman Empire (of which Briminwas a part) was on the verge
of collapse. Barbarians were on the move, invadng dfferent regions of
the empire. Roman legions (large groups of soldiers) had deserted Brit-
ain, making it vulnerable to attack. When Patrick was sixtesn years old,
Irish pirates invaded his village, destroyed it and took Patrick @ptive.
Hewas put ona ship bound for Ireland.

In Ireland, Patrick was sold as a slave and put towork as a shepherd for
pigs. In those Irish hills, |ife was hard for Patrick. He was exposed toa
harsh climate and neary starved to death. He was completely alone,
but he turned to God for comfort and companionship. Through prayer
Patrick found great relief:

“The love of God and the fear of him surrounded me more and more.
And faith grew. And the spirit roused so that in one day | would sayas
many as a hundred prayers, and at night only slightly less."[1]

Six years into slavery, Patrick had a vision from God. He was told he
would return to his homeland. Not long after he had ancther vision and
was told his shipwas waiting for him. Patrick ranaway and trevelled
maore than two hundred miles to Ireland’s southeast coast and boarded
a ship headed for Gaul (modern-day France), where many people be-
lieve he trained for ministry.[2]

After returning to his homeland, Patrick received another vision. Inita
man named Victoricius came to him holding many letters. Patrick read
one of the letters aloud, @lled “The Voice of the Irish.” As he read he
heard Irishwoices calling out to him and pleading for his return to lIre
land.

Years later Patrick was crdained as a bishop, a leader in the Church.
Around A.D. 432 Patrick returned to lreland tostart sharing the Gospel
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If all the world's a stage, then someone in casting needs to be fired.,

Thot for a day:
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about Jesus with the Irish people.

Patrick’s missionary work over the next thirty years was truly remarka-
ble. He journeyed across Ireland, spreading the gospel, baptizing and
confirming countless believers and founding many churches and mon-
asteries. One of Patrick's missionary strategies was to focus his efforts
onevangelizing Irdland’s many tribal kings. His thought was that con-
verting the kingswould lead to the conversion of the their subjecs. His
strategy proved extremely successful, and many people be@me Chris-
tians!

Spreading the Gospel in Ireland was far from easy for Patrick. He faced
freguent opposition and was inconstant danger of being killed for his
bold faith. Lorica, also knownas “Patrick’s Breastplate,” is a spedal
prayer of protedion that Patrick would say. Many people read it today
because it reminds them of Patrick’s confidence in the Lord.

Patrick died on March 17thin A.D. 461 His is best known for organiz-
ing the church in Ireland and spreading Christianity there.

MMany legends surround Patrick's life, including that he used the sham-
rock to explainthe Trnity. There reallyisn'tamy historical proof to
that, but the legend can explainwhy we associate shamrocks with 5T
Patrick’s Cay!

Why is 5t. Patrick important?

Historically, 5t. Patrick’s missionary work forever changed Ireland. His
bold faith and godly charmcter makes him one of the great saints in
church history. As a former slave, he condemned slavery as an ungodly
institution. As a missionary, he lived among the Irish, identified with
them, honored their customs and beliefs and redeemed many of them
to reflect the truth and teachings of Christianity. As anevangelist, he
was driven to make God's name known among the Insh. God wsed his
steely resolve and ambition to advance God's kingdom in amighty way
in Ireland. Patrick was passionate about evangelizing the Irish, but he
was also passionate about educating converts in Christian living and
service. Today, Patrick is seen as the ultimate model for Celtic Chris-
tians. Uitimately, his life and ministry serve as a pointer tothe life and
ministry of Christ himself.

Should Christians celebrate St. Patrick’s Day?

Deciding tocelebrate 5t. Patrick's Dayis a matter of personal convic-
tion for you and your family. Like Patrick often did with Irish traditions,
believers today can redeem a holiday that has become guite secular in
its practices and traditions (eg., leprechauns and shamrocks). Chris-
tians throughout the centuries have participatedin cultural events like
St. Patrick's Day and wsed them as springboards for relationship build-
ing and gospel conversations with nonbelievers.



Update From The Link...

The Link Wwe are exdted toshare a transformative opportunity
for The Link of Morthern Kandiyohi County as we
launch our capital campaign,

The Link Renewed: Renewing our building to better serve our commu-
nity.

Thanks to dedcated supporters like you, we've already achieved in-
credible milestones. Your generosity has allowed us to purchase our
building and to continue to meet the needs of our community. Weare
truly grateful for your ongoing partnership and compassion and are
humbled by your support.

Mow, we're embarking ona crucial initiative: our 5200,000 capital
campaignto improve and remodel our existing buildng. This projectis
vital be@use our current facility does not have access to our base-
ment space, lacks office space and privacy for client meetings and
phone calls, has inedeguate space for the food pantry (which contin-
ues tosee exponential growth), and does not have a main street en-
trance to Community Revival.

With your help, we can make this vision a reality. Our goal is toraise
5200,000 by May 1, 2026 These funds will be used to renew our space
by providing two new stainvays for basement access, building office
space for privacy, creating a better flow, more space, and convenient
access tostorage inthe Food Pantry, and constructing a welcoming
front entry for our retail space, Community Revival, to promote visibil-
ity.

Our Board of Directors has demonstrated an Unwavering commitTnent
to this project, with 100% participation in personal financial contribu-
tions. We're turning to key partners like you to help us cross the finish
line. Would you consider a gift to help us meet our goal? You @n
make your gift today:

**0Online:** Visit our secure donation page at
hittps v youarethelink.org/ and put “Buildng Fund” in the com-
ments.

**Mail** Youcansend a check toThe Link, PO Box B23, New London,
MN 56273 [put building campaign in the memao).

**Phone:** Call us at 320-354-5465 to discuss giving options like stock
or DAFs.
Thank you for your belief in our mission and for all you've done. To-

gether, we are creating a community where neighbors share the love
of God through service to each other.
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Email Inspiration (& Wisdom)...

One day on the way home from churcha little girl turned to her mother
and said, "Mommy, the preacher's sermon this morning confused me."

The mother said, "Oh! Why is that?

The girl replied, "Well, he saidthat God s bigeer than we are. Is that
true?"

"Yes, that's true," themother replied.
"He also said that God lives within us. s that true toor”
Again the mother replied, "Yes."

"Well," said the gid. " God is bigger than & and he lives in us, woudn't
He show through?"

Egos are an excellent diet food, If you don't like the taste, just mix them with flour,
sugar, and butker, and bake at 350 degrees.

Thet for a day:



https://www.youarethelink.org/ 

Wefinish Jesus’ Sermon onthe Mount, then read Jesus’ Last Wordsto His Disciples

March 2026 - Daily Readings

Pastor records the readings (along with devotions based on the readngs),

Toreceive these audio recondings daily, justemal hime pastor@iingwordutheran net

NOTE: Emasl or text Pastor with questions you have on something you read.

War2

Mar3

War 4

Mar5s

Waré

War g

War 10

War 11

War 12

Mar13

War 16

WEEK OF MARCH 1 -Jesus® Sermon on the Mount

Matthew 6:16-18

Matthew 6:19-24

Matthew 6:25-34

Matthew 7:1-6

Matthew 7:7-12

WEEK OF MARCH & - Sermon on the Mount & In the Upper Room

Matthew 7:13-14

Matthew 7:15-23

John 13:19A7

John 13:18-30

John 13:31-38

WEEK OF MARCH 15 - In the Upper Room
John 14:1-4

Recordings of the Daily Readings can also be found on our website at:

hittps: divi diutheran.net/devotions. htm

Mar17

Mar18

Mar19

Mar20

Mar23

Mar24

Ma s

Mar26

Mar27

Mar30

Mar31

Apr i

Apr 2

Apr 3

John 14:514

John 14:15-24

John14:25-1

John 15117

WEEK OF MARCH 22 - In the Upper Room

John 15:18-27

John 16:14

John 16:5-15

John 16:16-24

John 16:25-33

WEEK OF MARCH 29 - Events of Holy Week

Pilate Sentences.)esus-John:18: 29-19:16

Jesus Crucified - Luke 23:26-36

The Thief on the Cross - Luke 23:33-41

The Lord's Supper - Matthew 26:17-30

Jesus' Death and Burial - Matthew 27:45-66



mailto://dvdauk@tds.net
https://www.livingwordlutheran.net/devotions.htm

March 2026 - Living Word Lutheran - Calendar of Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 T
9:00 - SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:00
-ADULT STUDY £:00 - SOUP SUPPER Lord's Dates MEAL
MAKING
10:00 - WORSHIP £:30 . MEN'S STUDY | 6:00 - LENTEN DEVOTION « Sunday, March 1st
wicommunion & CONFIRMATION SetYour Clocks
* Sunday, March 15th Ahead Tonight !
11:15 - FELLOWSHIP
8 g 10 1 12 NMission 13 14
900 - SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:00 - LWML and Ministry
-ADULT STUDY 1100 - Celebrate WOMEN'S STUDY | 5:30 -ELDERS'
MARCH TEAM
10:00 - WORSHIP BIRTHDAYS 5:00 - SOUP SUPPER
@ Sweet River Cafe £:30 - MISSION &
11115 - FELLOWSHIP {New London) 5:00 - LENTEN DEVOTION MINISTRY
& CONFIRMATION TEAM
15 16 17 5T, PATRICK'S DAY | 18 19 20 #
%00 - SUNDAY SCHOOL
-ADULT STUDY
5:00 - SOUP SUPPER
10:00-  WOR SHIP - '
wicommunion 5:30 - MEN'S STUDY 6:00 - LENTEN DEVOTION
& CONFIRMATION
11:15 - FELLOWSHIP
22 23 24 5 26 7 28
900 - SUNDAY SCHOOL
- ADULT STUDY
5:00 - SOUP SUPPER 6:00 - FELLOWSHIP
10:00  -WORSHIP SUPPER @
630 . MEN'S STUDY 6:00 - LENTEN DEVOTION Honkey's
11:15 - FELLOWSHIP & ¥ COMMUNION (Grove Cily)
PREP. CLASS
29 PALM SUNDAY 30 it Apr1 Apr2 MAUNDY THURS | Apr3 GOOD | Aprd
and FIRST FRIDAY
900 -SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMUNION Easter Services
-ADULT STUDY tomamow:
6:30 - MAUNDY 630 GOOD
10:00 - WORSHIP §:30 - MEN'S STUDY THURS SERVICE FRIDAY 6:53 SONRISE
wi 1% COMMUNION SERVICE | 10:00Communion

1115 - FELLOWSHIP




Upcoming Schedules...

i

AfterWorship Fellowship —_——
We will have coffee [ water and cookies at 11:15 after |
; COOKI

worship Please join us whenyou can! ._and, if you @n,
please sign up to serve coffee and goodies some Sunday.

Usher Schedule

Mar 1 Jim & Tormsie Larson

Mar B Jason & Levi Miller

Mar 15 Wendy & Lonny Robbin

Mar 22 Pam Johnson & Linda Van Meter
Mar 25 Larry Levin & Volunteer needed
USHERS NEEDED

We are still in need of more ushers to help collect offering. Please
signup atchurch if you could take a turn. Thanks!

Elders

Mar 1, B Scott & Dan

Mar 15, 22, 29 Kevin & Duane
Custodian

Mar - Randy and Mary Raddaiz
Altar Guild

March Maona Hjelle

Accompanying Musicians

Mar 1 SharonWillen
Mar 8 Scott Wachter
Mar 15 SharonWillen
Mar 22 Scott Wachter
Mar 29 Open
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Opportunities to Serve...

Custodian Volunteers Needed.

Pick Your Month for you [or your family) to be our Church Custodian.
All months through July are aken. (August—December are still availa-
ble.) Talk to our Trustee, Lonnie Robbin, to sign up or find out more
details.

Thet for a day: &l I want is love, peace, understanding and a chocolate bar the size of my head.
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Thank Gﬂd Fﬂr... [Eeaganiiatdgeisnenanaanaih i
THANK. !I-DP HHI_ 4shl

road with the beginning of a sentence. [T ]-!- ”“

“Thank God For... * Eachweek we'd &Hm %

like to change the ending of that sen- T‘H AL rJ-I |J_

tence to encourage pecple who drive
past to remember that God is the giver
of all good things - especially things we take for granted.

In February we thanked God for...

You've seen our sign board out by the

*  Friends

Let Pastor know how you'd complete that sentence in March .

Seen on Church Signboards...
JESUS NAILED IT Il

March Discipleship Verse...

“Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be
wiped out, that imes of refreshing may come from the
Lord,” Acts 3:19




Email Wisdom...
From Godfs Book of “Proctical Wisdom for Everydaoy” (Proverts)

= |f your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat; f heis thirsty, give
him water to drink Proverbs 25:21

= Do you see amanwise in his owneyes? There is more hope for a
fool than for him. Proverbs 2612

= Without wood a fire goes out; Without gossipa quarrel dies down.
Proverbs 26:20

= Do mot boast about tomorrow; For you do not know what a day
may bring forth Proverbs 271

* |et ancther praise you, and not your own mouth, Someone else,
and not your own lips. Proverbs 272

*  Wounds from a friend can be trusted, But an enemy mutiplies
kisses. Proverbs 276

* As jronsharpens iron, 50, one man sharpens ancther.
Proverbs 27:17

* |f anyone turns a deaf earto God's law, Even his prayers are de-
testable Proverbs 285

* Hewho conceals his sins does mot prosper, But whoever confess-
es and renounces them finds mercy.  Proverbs 28:13

* Hewho rebukes a man will in the end gain more favor, than he
who has a flattering tongue. Proverbs 28:23

* A greedy man stirs up dissention, But he who trusts in the LORD
will prosper. Proverbs 28:25

“Foi the LOD :L'.,i\.L':\
wisdom; lrom his
monith come
Knsonw belgre aned

unlersianding.”
ﬁ_

FROVERBS 2:6
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Email Humor...

The substitute Sunday School teacher was strugeling to opena combi-
nation lock on the supply @binet.

She had been told the combination, but couldn't quite remember it
Finally, she went tothe pastor's study and asked for help.

The pastor came into the room and began to turn the dial. After the
first two numbers, he paused and stared blankly for a moment. Finally,
he looked serenaly heaverward and his lips moved silently.

Then he looked back at the lock, and quickly turned to the final num-
ber, and opened the lock.

The teacher was amazed. "I'm inawe at your faith, pastor," she said.
"It's really nothing," he answered.

"The number is ona piece of tape on the ceiling."

First Communion...

Fifth Graders will take their First Com-
munion during the Maundy Thursday
senvice - April 2 at6:30 pm. !

__FIRST.
Communion,
Qur preparation class for first com- (
municnwill be Wednesday evening, ’ /r""_")\

March 25.

Every silver lining has a cloud,

Thot for a day

Communion Notes...
The Lord's Supper will be celebrated in February on él

A
oyl |
DMMLINION

the normal First and Third Sundays
{March 1st & 15th),

Reminders:

*  Wine-isin the two outerrings of the individua-cup tray
Grape Juice - is in the inmer ring of the individual-cup tray

*  Gluten-free bread wafers are available for those who have glu-
ten-sensitive conditions. Youwill find these wafers ina separate
cup in the communion tray.

* Those who are not comfortable coming to the altar shiould infom
an Elder or Usher, and communion will be brought to youw inyour
PEw.



Seen on Church Signboards...

The fact that there’s a
highway to Hell and only a
stairway to Heaven says a

lot about the anticipated
traffic numbers...
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Make-A-Meal Program...

Join us Saturday, March 7 at 10:00 a.m. to make meals.

One of the best (and sim-
plest) ways toshare Jesus’
lowe is by taking a meal for
someone whois going
through a toughtime.

Please grab some meals
from the freezer at church
to take tosomeone who
needs to know Jesus @res!

Building Committee Update...

Check out the new computerized drawings on the table by the entry
door at church.

Maoney in CDs and Building Account: £250,000

A HUGE “Thank You" toeveryone who has made a pledge 11!

The BUILDING TEAM continues to meet to put together some spedfic
plans withthe goal of breaking ground in the spring!

If you have suggestions for the
Committee to consider, please
talk toa Committee Member [or
just come toa meeting)!

Thot for a day: There's something wrong if you're akways right,
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Around the Community...

JOIN US FOR AN

EASTER
EGG HUNT

SATURDAY, MARCH 28TH. SAM-11AM

and Get Info on k




Around the Community...

“CLASSICAL
MUSIC NIGHT

FEATURING
DANIEL LONGHIN

FRIDAY, MARCH 20

CHURCH OF THE NAZAREME 515 12™ ST SW, WILLMAR

7-8:30PM
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Y ou are invited to an
ATLAS informational Meeting
March 11, 12-1pm.

Join us to learn what ATLAS is, what we do.
and how we can partner together to
TOUCH LIVES FOR CHRIST!

Bring a [riend. neighbor, co-worker or family that does
not know about ATLAS!

Lunch is provided.

Sign up by calling 320-441-2250
or visiling www.atlaswemn.orgfevents

Turning on your lights and siren after you lose a drag race is just poor

spartsm anship.

Thot for a day!:
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HOUSE OF HOPE INVITES YOU
TO OUR 1°" ANNUAL BENEFIT EVENT

- |>'l|" |
PLANTING HOPE

1M THE HEABTS OF CHILDREN

TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2026

SOCIAL HOUR: 5:30 - B:30 PM
PRESENTATION: 6:30 - 7:00 PM
RAFFLE & SILENT AUCTION WINMERS ANNOUNCED

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
19903 56" Avenue NE, Atwater, MN. 56209

TOGETHER, WE CAMN TRANSFORM LIVES.

Please come and support this life-changing mission at our first annual
Benefit on March 3rd. We have somewhat limited space at the church,
50 it will b "first-come firstserve" tomeet Pastor Jean Rajaonasyin
person as he travels the USA. Buy your tickets now and don't miss this
opportunity.

For more information:  www . hohmadagascar.org

You Tube: House of Hope Madagasar

Facebook: House of Hope Madagasikara or School of Hope Mada-
gasikara


https://www.hohmadagascr.org

A Minute for Couples...

{fram the Prepare-Enrich blog)

Five Ways You Fight for Your Marriage

A heroic duel to defend your troe love... An epic
battle to prove you're meant to be together, against
all odds... These scenarics might sound like the ultimate way tofight
for each other, but we typially don't see toomany sword fghtsin
honor of love these days. So is it even necessary to fight for each other
on any given day? We have toadmit, it does sound a bit dramatic But
the truth is, fighting for your marriage means caring enough— and
doing whatit mkes — tomake itlast a lifetime. And with thatin mind,
there are ways to fight for your marriage every day — they just don't
lock how you'd expect. Here are a few:

1. Mot avoiding conflict

The easy thing to dowhen you and your spouse have anunresolved or
persistent issue is just walk away from it— literally or figuratively. It
might feel better momentarily, but Wtimately this creates distance and
resentment between you. Not onlyis the issue unlikely to resclve it-
self, but itwill also be even harder to deal with down the road when
you're already feeling disconnected over it. Make the choice to fight
through the discomfort and address theissue at hand. Inaddition to
feeling more connected, you'll also kick off a positive cyde of asser
tiveness, helping you both feel more self-confident and accepted, even
when you're sharing difficult emotions.

2. Bringing out the best inyour spouse

When you bring out the best in your partner, you see the best inthem,
recognize their potential, and inspire them to reachit. You believe in
them evenwhen they might not believe in themselves. You might
wonder how this translates tofighting foryour marriage. Well, once
you've been marredfor a while, it's easy to start focusing on each
other's negatives. You star settling into a critical perspedive of each
other, and that will taint the dynamic of your relationship. Bringing out
the bestin each other means fighting throush those tendencies and
choosing tolift each other up for the benefit of your marriage.

3. Striving to be a better spouse

The other side of bringing out the bestin each other is embradng
growthas an indvidual. When youwork on your self-awareness and
learn more about your own needs, tigeers, and tendendes, you're
able to bring that knowledge to the table in your marriage. This gives
you the best foundation for working through conflict productively and
continuing to strengthen that skill over time, uldmately increasing
your resilience and ability to face challenges as a couple. Long story
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short, whenyou both do your individual work, your marriage reaps the
benefits.

4, Being teammates

There are many times inmarriage when it @n feel like it's you against
your spouse — whether it's an argument, not being aligned on parenting
or household management, or falling victim to poor communi@tion.
When you start to buyinto the “you versus them” mindset, this dynam-
ic bleeds intoevery area of your relationship. Don't let this mentality
win out. Instead, fight for your marriage by remembering that you're a
team. Being teammates means you have each other's backs as you
work toward the same objective. Keep this pespective —especially dur-
ing those tough moments, days, and seasons.

5. Living out your commitment

Commitment can be absent after you've made a formal commitment
with vows. The game-changer is how you live out your commitment to
each other — the actions and attitudes that reinforce the verbal expres-
sions. It's making the choice to treat each other with love and respect,
even when one or both of youare not at your best. It's prioritizing each
other and inwesting in your future. It's building and cherishing the trust
between you by following through on the big and little things. Saying “I
do" is one thing, but your adtions are what make commitment a sus-
taining force in your marriage.

At the end of the day, fighting for your marriage doesn't always haveto
be as dramatic as it sounds. It doesn't have to be about grand gestures
or beating the odds. It's about comsistently making choices — both big
and small — to invest inyour marrage for the long had, evenwhenit's
not the easiest route or guickest fix.

Thet for a day: Mothing ruins your Friday like realizing it's only Wwednesday.




Prayer D-Fence...
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Can You Be Part of Our Prayer D-Fence ? l’

Prayer D-Fence is our new ministry of pray-
ing for the Kids, Youth and Young Adults of
our congregation.

GOD'S DEFENCE...

Prayer is one of the powerful weapons
(along with His Word) that God has given us
to fight Satan and his tempEtions:

And pray inthe Spint onall occasions with alf kinds of prayers and re-
gquests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all
the Lord’s peope.  Ephesians 6218

One of the Elders’ Team goals for 2026 is toget this new ministry up
and running. The first stepis to enlist people who will commit to pray
at least once a day for one of our young people. It's a great way mot
only to tap into God's power for them, but to and help keep them con-
nected to our congregation!

Contact Tammy Miller for more info or tosignup ! 320:505-2434

We Prayed for You...

Remember to use our
“We Prayed for You"
program...

WE'RE
PRAYING
hmY{._._}U

We'd like tosend out a @rd or two each week to
people we prayed for during worship.

We are currently in need of a volunteer to mail
the cards. If you could help, talk to Pastor David.

Some people develop eye strain looking for trouble,

After-Worship Prayer Ministry

We have people who will praywith you or for you
after Sunday service. They gather for prayer near the
piano, just meet them there.

Also, we're always locking for a few more people who
have a passion for praying il

Thot for a day:

Page 31

Prayer...

Remember to use “The Prayer Foree”

Please continue to call, text (320-220-1816) or
email (dvdauki@tds.net) prayer requests to Pastor David for the Prayer
Force prayer chainto include in their prayers. Thanks!

And an Invitation to Join our “Prayer Force”

Being a part of our prayer chainis a HUGELY important - and very sim-
ple- way you can serve God and His people! When a request to pray
comes in, Pastor forwards it via text message (or email for those who
don't have a cell phone). Then you simply inclede that requestin your
prayers. Text Pastor today and tell him "Yeah, | @n do that!” Thanks!

Please Remember to Pray At 11:09 Every day
Eure.d by Luke 11:9: "So Tsap to you, Ask and & will be given fo youy

and pou will find: Knodc and the door will be apened fo you')

Remember to ake a time-out to PRAY for things like...

Asking God toraise up volunteers for our Prayer D-Fence program
Asking God for His guidance onwho to invite to Easter Sunday
Asking Godfor the power to love like Jesus did - with sacrifice
Asking God tohelp you “give up” and/or “take up” something in Lent
God's continued healing for all parents who have lost children

For God to continue giving comfort and peace toall those grieving.
Safe travel (and good weather for traveling)

Asking God to open people’s eyes tosee that Jesus is what they need
Asking God for courage tofollow where He guides

For all those who are home-bound or in nursing fadlities

Thanking God thatHis Word is Truth amidst the lies of the world.
Protection from the deceitful messages Satan sends yourway

Asking Godfor faith tostand for His Truth like Caniel's 3 friends !
Asking God to humble you, seek Him and repent (2 Chronicles 7:14)
God's protedion, wisdom £ courage for government leaders

The ministry of Hope Pregnancy Center inWillmar

The ministry of House of Hope - Madagas@r

The ministry of the lastrams inlapan

\‘c“

A

The POWER of PRAYER



mailto://dvdauk@tds.net

Monthly Music Videos...

Recommending lots of great new music released in February...

+ WeThe Kingdom has a new song that I'm sure will be a hit, “Don't
Let The Darkness”... hitps:/fyoutw.be wUSTYUOSD14

+ | really like “"Both Sides of the Fence” from Larry Fleet. It seems
appropriate for today ... httpsJ/fyoutu.be/ BSSAFPDNIOS

+  |f you like sibling hamony you will enjoy "Trust You" by the band,
3 Heath Brothers... https:/fyoutu be/TynlX0J06ac

+ Another brothers band that we have featured several times is the
Band Reeves. This month they released “F | Didn't Have You" .
hittps:/fyoutw. be/sKWKKm 5Lk

* |ost& Found is agroup of young musicians that formed a little
over ayear ago and have a couple new releases this month,
“Back to You®... httpsyvoutu.be/wlgR3Lhkil and “Look What
God Has Done®... httpsyfivoutu.bef eVl ptoel uY

+  We Are Messengers just released a new song, “Faith, Hope,
Love”... hittps:/"youtw.be/F UKW/ EUER

*  The “other Irsh band”, Rend Colledtive also just released "Do it All
Alone” .. hittps:(fyoutu.be/Syus pClalmQ

+« Broken Roots is anoutlaw countr-gospel due that got their start
on America’s Got Taent. | really enjoy their new song,
“Stormwalkin’ Saints” .. tps:/fyoutu. be/92 CaikR pCke

+  Anotherrecent AGT group is Ashes and Arrows. They has a
cong featured last month and this month they released “Get
On Your Way" ... https:/fvoutu be /51 0PTYuBbOE

*  Aclong aswe are talking about groups from Amernica’s Got
Talent, you need to check out “Heaven Ain't Quiet” from the
brother/sister/friend gospelrock group, Church Friends...
https:/fvoutu.be ~diXD4-ghatd

#  Sam Wesley (son of Bart Millard of MercyMe) just released the
song “Living Water” . hitpsy fyoutu.be/TolfSs 1 FFOw

*  Sanctus Real has a new song, “Steady” ...
hittps -/fyoutu be/7HVFOOO6fRD

*  “Jesus All Along” is new from Franni Cash (formerly of We The
Kingdom)... https /fvoutu. be /dwlRPsjzGes

+ Patrick Mayberry has a new song, “It Is Well"...
https:/fvoutu. be/dwlRPsjzGes
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Thet for a day: Talk is cheap, until you hire a lawyer.
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* “Cedar and Stone” is new from Andrew Ripp...
https:/fvoutu.be 4X0-120i41]

#  Point of Grace is back this month with another new song clled
“Fire"”... hittpsJ fyoutu. be/1utEvP4gyol

+ | really like the new song from Micah Christopher, "White Knuck-
les” .. hitps ¥ fyoutu be/vBahhELBBwW

+  Another artist that has beenaround awhile that you may not be
familiarwithis Alan Cox. He has a new song, “What I'd Do” ...
https:/fyoutw. be/vkIELDEEMNah

+ Pat Barrett released a new songcalled “Break Open”...
https:/fvoutu.be/Elrlps OIPU

«  “All You've Ever Done” is the latest from lohn Waller ..
https:/fvoutu be nua¥mdVsipo

#  “Crumbs From The Table” is a new worship song from Stephen
MACWhirter... hitps:/ fyoutw.be/1R 03 Yo NfLw

¢+  The latest worship anthem from Elevation Worship (with Chris
Brown) is "I Got Saved” ... hitps:(fyoutw.be/NmXdITE-E

*  The Indie rock band, Hopeful just released a new song,
“Hopeful”... https /fyoutu. be /FkiGZmDaEug

+ Finally we have a great new song from David Leonard called
“Well Done”... hitps:/fvoutu.be/sKBdKUT CGUI

Story Behind The Song...

The movie, | Can Only Imagine 2 just hit theaters about a week ago
and if you haven't yet seenit, | highly recommendit. (| think it may be
better than the first movie.) A unifying storyline of this movie is the
hymin, “lt Is Well With My Soul” and the amazing story behind it...

Horatio Gates Spafford wasn't supposed towrite one of history's most
beloved hymns. Born inNorth Troy, New York, in 1828, hewas a suc
cessful Chimgo lawyer, a Presbyteran elder, and a man of comfortable
faith. He had the kind of life that produced contentrment, not poetry —
a thriving law practice, real estate investments, a beautiful family, and
friendships with influential evangelicals like Dwight L. Moody.

But life can be so unpredicable—joys and sorrows, beautiful blessings
and distressing difficulties can come unexpectedly. Our life’s dreams
and plans canchange iman instant. We all know this to be true. 5o
how canwe find peace amid such turbulencer

Horatioc knew something about life's unexpected challenges. Hewas a


https://youtu.be/51oPTYuBbQg
https://youtu.be/aKBdKU7CGUI
https://youtu.be/ZkjG2mDaEug
https://youtu.be/NmXdlTI-J-E
https://youtu.be/1R03jYcNfUw
https://youtu.be/nuaYm4VSipc
https://youtu.be/EJrIps_0lPU
https://youtu.be/vkIELD88NeA
https://youtu.be/vkIELD88NeA
https://youtu.be/1utEvP4qYgI
https://youtu.be/4X0-1zOi4II
https://youtu.be/dwlRPsjzGes
https://youtu.be/dwlRPsjzGes
https://youtu.be/ZhVFOOQ6f8o
https://youtu.be/TqJfMS1FfOw
https://youtu.be/-djXD4-gMt4
https://youtu.be/92CqiKRpCKg
https://youtu.be/9yuspC0aImQ
https://youtu.be/FUKfhyW6uE8
https://youtu.be/JgV1pt5eLuY
https://youtu.be/lwlqR3LhkjI  
https://youtu.be/sKVKKmjSLnM
https://youtu.be/7yn0XOJO6ac
https://youtu.be/_BS5APDNiOs
https://youtu.be/wUSTYU0S014

successful attorney and real estate investor who lost a fortune inthe
great Chicagofire of 1871. Around the same time, his beloved four-
year-old son died of s@rlet fever.

In 1973, thinking a vacationwould do his family some good, he sent
his wife and four daughters on a ship to England, planning to join
them after he finished some pressing business at home. However,
while crossing the Adantic Ctoean, the shipwas involved ina terrible
collision and sunk. More than 200 people lost their lives, including all
four of Horatio Spafford’s precious daughters. His wife, Anna, sur-
vived the tragedy. Upon arriving in England, she sent a telegram to
her husband that began: “Saved alone. What shall | dor”

Horatio immediately set sail for England. At one point during his voy-
age, the @ptain of the ship, aware of the tragedy that had struck the
Spafford family, summoned Horatio to tell him that theywere now
passing over the spot where the shipwreck had occurred.

As Horatio thought about his daughters, words of comfort and hope
filled his heart and mind. He wrote them down, and they have since
become a wel-beloved hymn:

When peace like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;

Whatewer my lot, Thou hast mught me to know
It is well, itis well, with my soul.

Refrain Itis wall, [itis well),
Withmy sou, (with my soul)
Itiswell, itis weall, with my soul.

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control,

That Christ has regarded my helpless estate,

And hath shed His own Blood for my soul.

My sin, oh, the bliss of this gloriows thought!
Iy sin, notin part but the whole,

Is nailed tothe cross, and | bear it nomaore,
Praise the Lord, prise the Lord, O my soul!

For me, be it Christ, be it Christ hence to live:
If Jordan above me shall roll,

Mo pang shall be mine, for indeathas inlife,
Thou wilt whisper Thy peace to my soul.

But Lord, 'tis for Thee, for Thy coming we wait,
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The sky, not the grave, is ourgoal;
Oh, trump of the angel! Oh, wice of the Lord!
Elessed hope, blessed rest of my soul.

And Lord, haste the daywhen the faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll;

The trumpshall resound, and the Lord shall descend,
A songin the night, oh my soull

For neady 150 years, “It Is Well with My Soul” has been sung inmao-
ments when the human heart needs steadying. Churches across tra-
ditions have made it a fixture at funerls and memorial services. s
refraincarries a quiet deflance — a way o saying that, though loss
has come, faith still holds.

Hereis a great version performed by Caleb & Kelseywith Travis
Clark... https -/ fvoutu. be/E-g-zvecODO

Bonus video... From the movie, hereis MercyMe witha remake of
this hymncalled “Make [t Well” .. tpsJ fyoutu.be/xLF-mi7uks

Money can't buy happiness, but it sure makes misery easier to live with,

Thot for a day:

The Back Pew - Jeff Larson
O Oe, in da

of da E-ibsr e
and Holy Ghosf...

TheBackPew.com - Jiwsas

IsvenyicaloleltoYdalloraRtvilintanlili[Fated
(momentloffexhilirationfolelbecameldalfirst
icEJFisHINIHOLERBAPT IS Mldonchaknow)


https://youtu.be/E-q-zvzcODQ
https://youtu.be/xLrF-ml7uks

