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" Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we
i askorimagine, according to his power that is at work
within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ

Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
- Fphesians §38-31

July 2026 Newsletter

“Communicating the Love of Jesus”

~Summer Hours~
Worship Service: 9:00 a.m.



Living Word Lutheran Church

PO Box 242, MNew London, MN 56273

Located north of the New London Township Hall on Chy Rd 9 NE
Phone: 320-354-4637

Email: pastor@livingwordutheran.net

Website: www.livingwordlutheran. net

Questions for Pastor...

“I feel guilty getting angry with God.”

| know that's actually a stetement, nota gquestion. But
there - as is often the case - is anunasked question -
behind the siatement. The guestion goes something
like this: “Is God angry with me for being angry with
Him? |s He going to "zap’ me - or worse?” —

The ‘guestion’ came from a relative of ours who had experienced several
tragic losses in just the past year. It's likely a gquestion you @n relate to if
you've been through situations where you just don't understand what
God is doing - or why He allowed what He did.

For starters, let's dear up ong commaon misconception: It NOT asinto
getangry. Listento this about Jesis:

"He looked around at them in anger, and deeply dstressed ot their
stubborn hearts...” Mark3:5

Anger is a natural emotion when things don't go the way they should or
the way we expect.

But there is this caution about angerin Ephesians 426

“In your anger, do not sin. Do not let the sun go down while you are
sl angry.”

Geod needed to give us that @ution, be@use, unfortunately, our anger
very often does lead us to sin- doing and saying things contrary to what
God wants. Things that actually make the situation worse - like hanging
onto our anger.

The Psalms are expressions of emotions. And angeris one of the
emaotions expressed in the Psalms. Anger that is directed at God. Listen
to this example from King David at the beginning of Psalm 13:

How long, Lord? Will you forget me forever?
How long will you hide your foce from me?
How long must | wrestle withmy thoughts
and day after day have sormow in my heart?
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How long will my enemy trivmph over me?

Cavid is wenting his anger to God. He's going through one of those
tough situations where it seems like God has forgotten him; seems

like God has even abandoned him.

Think about it. If you're going to vent your anger, what better place to
vent it thantoGod. He @n take it. He's God after all! And, as God, He
understands that things happen- and that He allows things to happen
- that we don't understand. He sees things we don't see. He knows
things we don't know. He has long-term plans thatwe don'tsee with
our short-term view.

Also, what better place to drect your anger, because God is the One
who canactually dosomething about it!He @n get you through the
situation. He @n change your perspedive and help you to see that,
well, you just don't see everything God does. He does that for David
as we hear at the end of the psalm:

But I'trust in your urfailing love;
my heart rejoices in your salvation.
1 will simg the LORD's praise,
forHe hos been good to me.

So, the bottomdine answer is: "It's ckay to ke your anger to God -
even your anger at Him. It's actually biblical! And after you've vented,
let Him remind you that you can trust Him to see what you don't see.
You can trust Him to have a plan to get you through.

Thanks forasking
Pastor David

S%end your questions to pastor@livingwordlutheran. net

Who Can You Invite?...

To Any of Our Outings in June:

* CELEBRATE JULY BIRTHDAYS:
Tuesday, June 9@ 11:00 a.m.
O'Meill’s inSpicer

WHO WILL YOU

wnwile ?
+  FELLOWSHIP SUPPER "
Thursday, June 18 @ 600 p.m.

Queen Bee's in Paynesville

*  TRAP SHOOTING FELLOWSHIP
Every other Tuesday (June 30th & July 14th) @ &6:30
Come eary to eat @ 6:15


mailto:dvdauk@tds.net
mailto:dvdauk@tds.net
https://livingwordlutheran.net

Mark Your Calendar...

Mission 8 Ministry Team
Thursday, July 9th @ 6:30 p.m.
Elders’ Team @ 5:30 prior to MMT
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July Fellowship Outings...

Celebrate July Birthdays: :

Tuesday, July 14th chm i Viejen T‘Emi'
11:00 a.m. e . e
Mariscos tacos & Viejon, Willmar v J!‘-ﬂ'l! y Hf:"‘...

Wi Y PRI ¢ WELEAL, W 583

Fellowship Supper:

Thursday, July 23rd

600 p.m.

The Olde Brick House, 5t Qoud

Would anyone be interestedin a Wellness Program ?

The class is called "Living Stronger Longer”.

It imeolved a motivational speaker mmed Marcus McCleery. He
weighed 400 |bs. in 2009 and lost over 200 Ibs. He wants to share his
story withus if we will have him!

Please sign up at church.

Trap Shooting Fellowship 2026...

Every other Tuesday in Summer: ¢
@ &30 pm. (Come early toeatat6:15) “‘gﬁ
¢
This month: Tues, June 30th & luly 14th \M =
|

[Moshoot on July 28th due toVBS)

Yiou khow that little thing inside your head that keeps you from saying things you

shouldn't? Yeah, I don't have one of those.

wrmEmam

o =548 Lutheran Island Camp

Plan for summer fun!
Lutheran Island Camp
summer 2026 brochures
are available at church.

Thot for a day
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Vacation Bible Schoal...

Vacation Bible School is coming soon!

Monday—Thursday 5:30—7:30 pm
July 27th—30th

This year's theme is “Buildng on the Foundation of Faith”
Over the four days we will be looking at the life of Peter.

Signup sheets are at church for volunteers in a variety of ways.



Miscellaneous Notes...

Food Pantry Reminder
Please remember to bring your donations for the Food Pantry on the

2nd Sunday of each month. PMlace them inthe purple container by the
door at church. Thank to everyone for donating!

Check out our “Free Stuff” Table
Here’s just a samipling of what you'll find :
*  “Answers in Genesis” magazines

TGET FREE

STUFF

+  Kid's books
*  July Newsletters
*  July-5ept Portals of Prayer L _j

+  |utheran Island Camp brochures

+ HandMade Crosses t hang on yourwall
And if you- or your kids- don't have a Bible, please take one from
the Coffee Cart.

Recorded videos of Senmons
Sermons can be found in on our Living Word
YouTube channel {New London Living Word) at

Worship

Yideos

hittps: Noutube.com /@ newlondonlivingwordB097 fstreams

+  lune7 “"Repent. It's not just for Lent ¥

* Jupe 14 “Point people tolesus with a simple invitation:
‘Come and Seg’™

*  June 21 “Point people tolesus - by loving like the Good
Smardan did.”

+ lune 28 “Pgint people tolesus - by praying for them.

Still Available: Direct Deposit for Your Offerings
Living Word has the option of an electronic option
for making regular offerings. Contributions @n be
debited automatically from your checking or savings
account . Ifyou are currently giving ona weekly
basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks
a year or prepare 52 envelopes. And, whentravel, illness or other dr-
cumstances prevent you from attending services, this program will
allow your weekly offerings to continue onan uninterrupted basis. An

authorization form and a “Freguently Asked Questions”
fiyer are available from the church oifice. m
- "

Portals of Prayer.
July—5eptember issue
Are in Mailboxes and on the Table by the Door
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This getting old stuff is really starting to get old,

Thot for a day
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Living Word Phone App...

We are working ona phone app for the church. It
should make it easier to view videos, evenis, and
share notices and information. You are welcome
to install the appand try it out. Goto wherever
you get your phone apps (Google Play, Apple
Store, etc.) and downlocad the Our Church Body —
app, sign upasa member, and search for Living
Word Lutheran Church. Your mem bershipwill
need to be approved, but once thatis done you
can look around and try out the features that have
been activated.

We are still inthe process of getting everything set
up, but please check the app out and let us know
what you think about it.

Living Word Blog...

Have some spare time? Check out the Living Word Blog. This site was
startedin 2012 and be@me very adive during the COVID period. It
has recenty been revived for posting articles, devotions, music, and
general topics of Christian interest.

Look over some of the recent posts and check out anything that may
be of interest to you.

hittps -/ livinewordlutheranlans . blogs pot.com/

L¢ML Lutheran Women's Missionary League

LWL Mews:
LWHL will not meet inJune, Juy, or August
Mext meeting on September Sth@ 10:00 a.m.

SHOES FOR MISSIOMNS:

A huge thank you to all who have donated! This is an on-going fund-
raiser for Lutheran Island Camp. Please continue to bring your good
used shoes, slippers, or boots to church.



https://www.youtube.com/@newlondonlivingword8097/streams
https://livingwordlutheranlcms.blogspot.com/

Email Inspiration...

Brenda was a young womanwho was invited to 2o rock dimbing.
Although she was s@red to death, she went with her group to a tre-
mendous granite cliff.

In spite of herfear, she put on the gear, took a hold on the rope, and
started upthe face of that rock. Well, she got to a ledge where she
could take a breather. As she was hanging onthere, the safety rope
snapped against Brenda's eye and knocked out her contact lens.
Well, here sheis on a rock ledge, with hundreds of feet below her
and hundreds of feet above her. Of course, she looked and loocked
and locked, hoping it had landed on the ledee, but it just wasn't
there. Here she was, far from home, her sight now blurry. She was
desperate and began to get upset, so she prayed to the Lord to help
her to find it.

When she got to the top, a friend examined her eye and her dothing
for the lens, but there was no contact lens to be found. She sat
down, despondent, with the rest of the party, waiting for the rest of
them to make it up the face of the cliff. She locked out across mnge
after range of mountains, thinking of that Bible verse that says, "The
eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth.” She
thought, "Lord, Youcansee all these mountains. You know every
stone and leaf, and You know exactly where my contact lens is.
Please help me."

Finally, theywalked downthe trail to the botbom. At the bottom,
there was a new party of climbers just starting up the face of the
cliff. One of them shouted out, "Hey, youguys! Anybody lost a con-
tact lens ™ Well, that would be starding encugh, but you know why
the climber saw it? An ant was moving slowly across the face of the
rock, carrying it

Brenda told me that her fatheris a cartoonist When she told him
the incredible story of the ant, the prayer, and the contact lens, he
drew a picture of an ant lugging that contact lens with the words,
"Lord, | don't know why Youwant me to carry this thing. | can't eat
it, andit's awfully heawvy. Butif this is what You want me todo, 'l
carry it for Youw."

| think it would probably do some of us good to
occasionally say, "God, | don't know why you
want meto carrythis load. | canseeno goodin
it andit's awfuly heavy. Butif you want me to
carry it, Iwill." God doesn't call the gualified, He
gualifies the @lled.
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I celebrated |ast night with a couple of adult beverages: Metamucil and Ensure,

Thet fer a day:
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Simple Ways to Give Your Spiritual
Life a Lift...

Read God's Manual for Believers [Book of Acts)

{It's chock-full of examples of how the Holy Spirit empowers believers
for life as a Christian)

Pastor makes anauwdio recording of the Daily Readings along witha de-
votion based onthem. He @n text or email you a linkto eachday's
recording. Just ask.

You'll find the readings listed on our Ceily Readings pages 16 & 17

Email Humor...

One Sundayin church there was a little boy who was constantly wig-
gling, and making noise - being a general distraction for the rest of the
congregation. The preacher gives the little boy a look, but to no avail.
Finally, his mom leans ower and whispers something in her son's ear.
For the remainder of the service the little boy sat perfecty still.

As the preacher was greeting the boy and his mom on their way out of
the church, he asks the lady, “I'm just curious. What was it you whis-
pered to your son that got him to sit stll?”

“| just told him that if he doesn't stop making noise and sit still the pas-
tor is going to have to start his sermon all over.”

Now that's a
“"Happy Meal"...




Opportunities for Growth...

Sul Morning Bible 5t
On hiatus for the summer.

Men's Study

“The Gospel of Mark”

&:30 p.m.

Wed July Bth & Tues July 21st
[pre-study meat at 6:15)

MENS

BIBLESTUDY

- b
- Monthly Morning Women's Study:

r
3
%m |5 on break for the summer.
BIBLE STUDY 2 MextStudy on Wed, September Sth @ 10:00

- ailie
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Confirmation News... Ay,

*  On Summer Break. Backin the Fall.

Confirmation

EREE

Please Take One of Our New
Hand-Made Crosses

. You'll find them in the display
@ Con the table by the door.

1 back, 5o you can hang it on your
wall.

.z Don't hesitate totake one to
. U give toa friend or neighbor. We
5L have lots more available

The best murder weapon would a Tupperware lid because nobody would ever be

able to find it.

Altar Guild...

Anyone Interested in Helping with Altar Guild 227
Please talk to Mona Hjelle to get more info. Thanks!

Thot for a day
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Living Word's 2026 Goals Update...

+* Continue the Make A Meal program.
We made more meals on June 20th
+ Continue the monthly Fellowship outings: Birthdays and Supper
June 28th—Fun Day
July 14th—Birthdays
July 23rd—Fellowship Supper
+ Continue the Birchday Card/Anniversary ministry
Ongoing
+ Challenge every member to bring a guest this year
Pray about who you can invite to joinyou for any of our
June Fellowship Outings
+  EnlistYouth and Young Adults to helpwith our
“Visitors (and members) Coffee Cart”
* |nitiate the “Prayer D-Fence” Program
(Adults “adopting “a kidto pray for, send cards gff...)
Prayers began in June praying for the young people they
have been assigned
+  Enlist younger members to help with the Buildng Project
Summer 2026
¢+ Host Tuesday's Table
Coming September 2026
¢ Chili Cook-0Off
Held on Friendship Sunday, February 15th
+ Hostanocther Block Party or Community Festival
This will depend on our building project
* Coordinating with Redeemer, Willmar and 5t. John, Atwater to
host joint youth events
Ongoing
+ Continue growing our active Youth numbers

¢+ Offer support and encouragement to the Parents of Youth

Ongoing
*  Keep the church yard locking nice and continue
to de-clutter the storage areas inside  Ongoing W
= Straneg,

gou

*  Parking Lot maintenance
After the Building Project is complete
+« Encourage partidpationinSunday School
3rd Graders got Bibles on March 22nd



Update From The Link...
DURING OUR BUILDING REMODEL

THE LINK ...

OUTREACH SERVICES
FOOD PANTRY

are temporarily moving to:

110 MANITOBA STREET, SPICER
(The old MAC Hardware Store Bldg.)
Starting: June 22, 2026
Ending: On or Before December 2026

& COMMUNITY REVIVAL THRIFT STORE

WILL REMAIN OPEN

AT ITS CURRENT LOCATION
FOR DONATIONS AND SHOPPING!!

FOR UPDATES:
[VISIT OUR WEBSITE
[YFoLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

CALL 320-354-5465

Suar plvone mambers snd mailing sddress will suay U same!
THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATIENCE AND SUPPORT!

Thee Link
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More Email Humor...

The pastor had a kitten that climbed up a treein his backyard and
then was afraid to come down. The pastor coaxed, offered wam milk,
etc. The kitty would not come down.

The tree was not sturdy encughto climb, so the pastor decided to tie
a rope to his @rand drive forward so that the tree would bend down
and he could then reach up and get the kitten. That's what he did,
carefully checking his progress in the @r mirror as he inched forward.
It looked like it was working but suddenly the rope broke! The tree
went "boocing!" and the kitten sailed through the airand out of sight.

The pastor felt terrible. He walked all over the neighborhood asking
people if they'dseena little kitten. No, nobody had seena stray
kitten. So he prayed, "Lord, | just commit this kitten to your keeping,"”
and went on about his business.

A few days later he met cne of his church members at the grocery

store. He noticed that she had @t food in her shopping cart. He was
amazed - everyone knew how much this woman hated @ts! He had
to ask: "Why are you buying @t food whenyou hate @ts so much?™

She replied, "Youwon't believe this... My little girl has been begging
and begzing for a @t, so a few days ago | finally told her, "Well, if God
givesyou a @t, I'll letyou keep it! Pastor, | watched my child go out
in the yard, get on her knees, and ask God for a cat. And really, you
won't believe this, but | saw itwith my own eyes. A kitten suddenly
came flying out of the blue sky, with its paws outspread, and landed
right in front of herl"

Make-A-Meal Program...

One of the best (and
simplest) ways toshare
Jesus’ love is by king a
meal for someone who
isgoing through a

Please grab some meals from the freezer at
church to take to somecne who needs to
know Jesus @res!

Don't compare yourself to others, We're all a hot mess; some just hide it betber

than others,

Thet for a day

REVERENDFUN.COM COPYRIGHT BIFLE GATEWAY

lBee renesis b-H) 0-25-2011

GLOBAL WARMING' GLOFAL WARMING!



Building Committee Update...

Check out the new computerzed drawings on the table by the entry
door at church.

Maoney in CDs and Building Account: 5267,000

A HUGE “Thank You" to everyone who has made a pledge 11

The BUILDING TEAM met with an architect about specific design plans
last month. They should have the architect’s recommendations back
and will be reviewing them early this month

If you have suggestions
for the Committee to
consider, please talk to
a Committee Member
[or just cometo a
meeting)!
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that

had computer problems.

“Destination of Incompetence? It’s
supposed to say Declaration of
Independence. Stupid auto-correct!”

Even the Founding Fathers

You never koow when owill strike, but there comes a moment when you know
you just aren't going to do anything productive for the rest of the day.

Thot for a day:
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Congregational Outreach...

June Fellowship Supper
@ Foxhole Brewery

Join us for this month’s fellowship events.

See pages 4 & 5 for more details.



July 2026 - Daily Readings

We continug our Summer Reading: The Book of Acts - a Manual for all belevers.
Pastor records the readings (along with devotions based on the readings).

To receive these audio recordings daily, justemai hint pastor@iingwordutheran net

NOTE: Email or text Pastor with questions you have on something you read.

WEEK OF JUME 23 - The Book of Acts -a Manual for All Believers.in Jesus

June 29 Acts 2:14-36

Juné 30 Acts 2:37-41

July 1

Juby 2

July 3

July

Juy 7

Juby &

July 8

Juby 10 Psalms, Hymins and Spirtusl Songs

July 15 Acts 4:23-1

Acts 24247

Acts 31110

Psalms, Hymins and Spirtual Songs

WEEK OF July 5 - The Book of Acts -a Manual for All Believers in Jesus

Acts 21126

Acts £:14

Acts 4:51T7

Acts 4:18-22

WEEK OF July 12 - The Book of Acts - a Manual for All Believers in Jesus

July 16 Acts4:32-37

July 17 Acts 5:1-11

July 18 Acts 5:12-16

July 19 Psalms, Hymins and Spirtual Songs

WEEK OF July 19 - The Book of Acts - a Manual for All Believers in Jesus

July 22 Acts51T-26

July 23 Acts 5:27-32

July 24 Acts 5:33-42

July 25 Acts 6:1-7

July 28 Psalms, Hymins and Spiritwal 5ongs

WEEK OF July 26 -

July 25 Acts 6:8-15

July 30 ActsT:1-53

July 1 Acts T:54-60

July 2 Acts 8:1-3

July 3 Psaims, Hymnsand Spintual Songs

Recordings of the Daily Readings can also be found on our website at:
hittps: i diutheran.net/devotions. htm



mailto:dvdauk@tds.net
https://www.livingwordlutheran.net/devotions.htm

July 2026 - Living Word Lutheran - Calendar of Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Samrday
Jure 28 June 29 Jure 30 1 2 3 4
900 - WORSHIP v
10:15 - FELLOWSHIP §:30 - TRAP SHOOTING i ——
W ", DERES of
100- OUTING@ gy ,‘ = OUR COUNTRY
SHINING LIGHT D),
willmar A=
5 B T B ] 10 1
Mission
9:00 -WORSHIP Ministry
with Communion
530 - ELDERS' TEAM
10:15 - FELLOWSHIP
6:30 - MEN'S STUDY £:30 - MISSION &
MINISTRY TEAM
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
9:00 -WORSHIP 11:00 Celebrate JULY ~ _crer8 ¥ Tar
BIRTHDAYS @ WMWSCLT Togy
10:15 - FELLOWSHIP Mariscos tacos el e ™
Viejon, Wilmar V2R St
&:30 - TRAP SHOOTING
19 20 21 2 23 24 25
200 - WORSHIP
with Communion 6:00 FELLOWSHIP
OUTING @ BRICK
j 3 1 Olde Brick Housa
10:15 - FELLOWSHIP 6:30 - MEN'S STUDY St Cloud
26 27 28 29 30 3 Aug 1
900 - WORSHIP
5:30-7:30 |5:30-7:30- VBS 5:30-7:30- VBS 5:230-7:30- VBS
10:15 - FELLOWSHIP
W Y |
1 .:::‘




Upcoming Schedules...

After-Waorship Fellowship

We will have coffee [ water and cookies at 11:15 after
worship .Please join us whenyou can! __and, if you @n,
please sign up to sense coffee and goodies some Sunday.

—

Usher Schedule
July 5 Jim & Torasie Lason

July 12 Wendy & Lonny Robbin
July 19 Larry Levin Gerry Butler
July 26 Pam Johnson & Linda Van Meter

USHERS NEEDED

We are still in need of more ushers to help collect offering. Please
signup at church if you could take a turn. Thanks!

Elders

July 5, 12 Scott & Duane
July 158,26 Dan & Kevin
Custodian

July- Joe Jlohnson
Aupgust - Pam Johnson
Altar Guild

July Mona Hjelle

Accompanying Musicians
July 5 SharonWillen

July 12 Scott Wachter
July 15 Sharcn Willen
July 26 Scott Wachter
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Opportunities to Serve...

Custodian Volunteers Needed.
Pick Your Month for you (or your family) to

be our Church Custodian.

All months through Augist are mken.

[September—December are stll available.)

Talk to our Trustee, Lonnie Robbin, to find
i out more details.

Thanks toloe Johnson for taking July!

e of the greatest |abor-saving inventions of today is tom oo,

Thot for a day:
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Spring Voter’s Assembly

elected members to 2-year temms in the following positions:

Chairman Joe Johnson

Wice Chair {OPEM)

Secretary Darlens Rose

Stewardship- (OPEM)

Trustee {Lonmy Robbinwill continue as “acting

Trustee” until the position is filled)

Elders (three): Scott Wachter, Duane Hansen, (1 OPEN)
Christian Growth- Youth (OPEN)

Community Outreach-  Pam Johnson

We need suggestions for people to fill the open positions listed
above. Please pray about filling one of them yourself or alk to our
MMT members about somecne you see whom God has prepared for
one of these positions. Thanks!

"Participate” in Worship from home...

If you can't be herein peson: Watch on our YouTube channel with
Sunday servies being livestreamed at

hittps -/ fwaw youtube.com/cha nnel /U CG3el)-

WyllEU 2 3yCYxbhwig/featured

Seen on Church Signboards...

JESUSAVES
For 250 Years - and Counting

July Discipleship Verse...

“Now, to Him whao is able to do immeasurably more than
all we can ask or imagine, according to His power that is
at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever!
Amen!” Ephesians 3:20-21



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG9eU-VvIJEU22yCYxbhwjg/featured

Email Wisdom...

From God's Book of “Practical Wisdom for Everyday™ (Proverbs)

Two things | ask of you, LORD;

Do not refuse me before | die:

Keep falsehood and lies far fromme;

Give me neither poverty nor riches,

but give me only my daily bread.

Otherwise, | may have too much and disown you

and say, “Whaois the LORD?"

Or | may become poor and steal

and so dishonor the name oof my God. Proverbs 3079

“The leech has two daughters: Give and Give.” Prowerbs 30:15

If you have been foolish, exalting yourself,
Or if you have been devising el,
Put your hand to your mouth. Proverbs 30:32

Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the
rights of all who are destitute.

Speak upand judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and
needy. Proverbs 31:8-9

Charm is deceitful and beautyis fleeting. But a womanwhofears
the LORD is to be praised. Proverbs 31:30

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledee, But fools
despisewisdom andinstredion. Proverbs 1.7

Listen, my son, to your father's instruction.

And do not forsake your mother's teaching.

They are a garland to grace your head

And a chain toadorn your neck. Proverbs 1:8-0

"For the LORD sives
wisdom: from his
!Illll-llll ooame
ki |||'n1l:‘l|ﬂl" sl

indersianding.”
—

PROVEREBS 2:6
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If you are interested in finding out more about
Living Word or about becoming a member,
please let Pastor kmow - and which of the possi-
ble dates work for you.

Possible dates and times:

Thursday evening: 6:00-B8:30 OR Saturday
morning: 9:30- noon

The reason politicians try so hard to get re-elected is that they don®t want: live

under the |aws they've passed.

Thet for a day:

Thank Gﬂd Fﬂr“‘ PR e s A AN AN AN RAR NS R ER T
You've seenour sign board out by the M m |,F _!-|i_-jq!

read with the beginning of a sentence: |1} '.......L!"....\!.!.!. H ”
_AWESOME |

“Thank God Fer...”  Eachweekwe'd |

like to change the ending of that sen- \ %

tence to encourage pecple who drive i rmdgy j.[ “
past to rememberthat God is the giver A A s = v
of all good things - especially things we take for granted.

In Junewe thanked God for...

*  Fathers
*  Summer

Let Pastor know how you'd complete that sentence in July.



Around the Community... Page24  Page25 Worshlp nght

presented by 1 ATLAS @

Come worship our Savior with usl! Join us for a heartfelt evening
filled with compassion, community and prayer as we raise funds

for ATLAS and Habitot!

NLY 10 FREE WILL DOMATION
6-8PM BRING YOUR OWN LAWN CHAIR
CONCESSIONS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE

BEVERAGES AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE FROM OVERFLOW SODA SHOP

Funds roised will be split between Atlas and Habitat.
Atlos’ portion will go to the construction and
cumpluﬁnn costs of the rai:qnl:ly donated houwse

for our Safe Harbor homeless pregram.

PSaLTy’S CaMPiNG ADVENTURE

Explore performance, storytelling, and stage creativity in a dynamic

group setting. Kids ages 6-14
Open to performers and creatives of all levels.
ACTING = LEGRNING * FUN
Upcoming Sessions: +

AUGUST 10-21 MON-FRi 2-5PM

Performance held on August 21. All practices and performance will
be held at Community Christian School in Willmar,

EEEEE 0N USFOROUR ReREe
ol 0NN LS FORSUR wad

ﬂME ICA 250 * |8~ AMERICA 250
£ m.m.mm,..nm.km,m —= Celebnalion =

SATURDAY, JULY 1 JULY 7 - JULY 17

Register at: otlaswemn.or

There is absolutely no substitute for a genuine lack of preparation.
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Around the Community...

s Night M B
Thursday, July 2 - 4-7Tpm ¢ ﬁ\&‘*

[T ST T E——" T [ S Y S
B 1~ S —
[ TIPS - [ Ty ey g —" -
[T —— e L B
W e i
[ L RS S

it Parads - 8200pm
Progrem Ol ey B M*rl:'l.,

h—--—-—--ql‘f - e -
mlwf's D,/ e
. iy
L I..I.IIII.I.H I U T
O e ST __ [r———

Page 26

This is probably & bad 2= it can get, but don't count on it

Thot for a day
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Independence Day...

At its core, the Fourth of July commemorates
the birth of a nation founded on the ideals of
freedom, equality, and justice for all. These prin-
Ciples are not only enshrined in the founding
documents of the United States but are also
echoed throughout the Bible. As Christians, we
believe in the inherent dignity of every human
being, created in the image of God, and endowed with cer@in Linallena-
ble rights.

The Bible teaches us about the importance of freedom, both spiritual
and temporal. InGalatians 5:1, we read, "It is for freedom that Chast
has set us free. Stand firmn, then, and do ot let yourseles be burdened
again by a yoke of stavery.” Through His sacrifice on the cross, lesus
Christ has liberated us from the bondage of simand death, offering &
the ultimate freedom in Him.

As we celebrate Independence Cay, we also reflect on the blessings of
liberty thatwe enjoy as dtizens of a free nation. However, we reccegnize
that true freedom is not meraly the absence of external constraints but
the presence of righteousness and justice. In Micah 628, we are reming-
ed, "He has shown you, O morta, what is good. And what does the Lord
require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with
your God”

“Imn Galatians 5:1, we read, "It & for freedom that Christ has set s free.
Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke
of stavery.” Through His sacrifice on the cross, fesus Christ has liberated
us from the bondage of sin and death, offering us the ultimate freedom
in Him_*

For Christians, the Fourth of Julyis an opportunity to express gratitude
for the freedoms we have been granted and to reaffirm our commit-
ment to live out our faithin the public sguare. Itis a day to pray for our
nation and its leaders, to advocate for the marginalized and oppressed,
and to strive for justice and reconciliation in our communities.

As we gather with family and friends to celebrate Independence Day,
let us remember that our ultimate allegiance is not to any earthly king-
dom but to the Kingdom of God. Maywe use our freedom responsibly,
as instruments of God's love and grace ina world that is longing for
redemption.

And maywe never forget the words of Jesus in John B:36, “5o0 i the Son
sets you free, you will be free indeed.”



A Minute for Couples...

{fram the Prepare-Enrich blog)

Anniversary Gifts with Staying Power

When it comes to anniversary gifts for your
spouse, where are you atr Do you feal ener
gizedand inspired to pick out the perfed gift?
Or does it feel like yet ancther occasion to
acquire more “stuff* that will end upin next year's donate pile? May-
be you keep it minimal witha card and flowers (which also just end up
in the trash). Maybe for this very reason you've decided not to dogifis
at all.

Your wedding anniversary is a milestone to cherish and o=lebrate, but
when it comes tothe gift aspect, we'd agree— we @n do better! In-
stead of gifts that seem generic, disposable or expensive with short
shelf lives, whatif you opted for ideas with a much longer payofit If
you're wondering what we mean, here are 4 types of anniversary gifis
withstaying power.

The Experience

Whether it's a concert, theater production, trip to amamusement
park, or another novel opportunity todo something fun and spedal
together, the idea is that you're getting out and having an adventure
with your spouse, making lasting memories. Sharing new experiences
strengthens your bond and boosts those feel-good endorphins you
had when you first started dating. Take a few photos and videcs to
capture the excursion for posterity, but overall try tostay off your
phones as much as you can. Focus on being fully present and in the
moment. After all, thatis what an experience is all about.

The Getaway

Whether it's slipping away for one night, a (long) weskend, or a full-
length va@tion, this one takes some planning, butit @n be a great
option for big milestone anniversaries. If you have a bigger one coming
up, consider how you might plan for it both financially and logistically.
For example, maybe instead of buying each other smaller gifts for oth-
er occasions, you put themoney toward the trip instead. While this
could fall into the Experience category itself, this version is more
about having a chance toes@pe intoa little bubble and focus only on
each other. Come back feeling closer and more committed than ever—
an invaluwable gift toyour marriage!

The Thing That Makes Your Life Easier
Hawe you ever thought, “lwishwe could spend less time doing
or “"Help with would take so much off our plate.” If so, then

o
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consider how you could translate that into a gift to yourselves. Things
like meal delivery subscription, house cleaning, lawn service, or gro-
cery delivery are things that you might not typically be willing to shell
out the bucks for. Howewer, even if you just do a trial runfor a few
months, it @n be a nice little reprieve from those day-to-day tasks
that are weighing you down. Then be intentional about how you use
that freed up time or mental energy — ideally you canspend it with
your spouse doing something you enjoy.

The Investment in Your Wellbeing

Your health and wel-being are just as important to invest inas your
marriage— why not combine the two? If youand your spouse have
been wanting to getin shape, ke your health and fitness to the next
level, or simply be the best versions of yourselwes you can be, consider
things you @n invest imas a gift to yourselves, your marriage, and
your future. Maybe you start working with a nutritionist together or
purchase something that gets you mobivated and excited — like new
bikes, or even upgrading your currentlyworn out gear. And let’s not
forget, well-being isn't just about physical adivity. Expand your think-
ing toinclude things like sleep quality (how old is your mattress?),
stress management (praying together!) and mental health (you don't
need marriage problems in order to benefit from counselingl)

At the end of the day, the best anniversary gift is one that keeps giving
— to your marriage, your happiness, and your life together. If you're
looking for a way toshake up your gifting strategy, then consider skip-
ping the things that just collect dust. Instead, choose something you'll
still be tmlking about or benefitting from when your next anniversary
rolls around.

YWiouldin't it be nice if you read amedicine bottle that says: Waming - May cause
permn anent weight loss, remove wrinkles, and increase energy.

Thot for a day:

Communion Notes...

first and third Sundays (July 5th & 19th)

The Lord's Supper will be celebrated in June on the P{JL\'N g

OMMLINION

Reminders:

*  Wine-isin the two outerrings of the individual-cup tray
Grape Juice -is in the inner ring of the individua l-cup tray

+ Gluten-free bread wafers are available for those who have glu-
ten-sensitive conditions. You will find these wafers ina separate
Cup in the communion tray.

+ Thosewho are not comfortable coming to the alar should infom
an Elder or Usher, and communion will be brought to you inyour
pew.



Prayer D-Fence...

The Prayer D-Fence is Up!

Prayer D-Fence is our new ministry of pray-
img for the Kids, Youth and Young Adults of
our congregation.

GOD'S DE-FENCE...

Prayer is one of the powerful weapons

(along with His Word) that God has given us
to fight Satan and his emp@Etions:

And pray in the Spint on all occasions with ol kinds of prayers and re-
gquests. With this in mind, be alert and dways keep on praying for all
the Lord’s people. Ephesians 618

Last month Prayer O-Fence coordingtor Tammy Miller matched up
pray-grs withthe young people theywill be praying for.

Thank You So Much to Bveryone on the D-Fence!
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We Prayed for You...

Remember to use our
“We Prayed for You™
program....

We'd like tosend out a @rd or two each week to
pecple we prayed for during worship.

We are currently in need of a wolunteer to mail
the cards. If you could help, talk to Pastor David.

Under Democrats, rman exploits man. Under Republicans, it's just the reverse,

After-Worship Prayer Ministry

We have people whowill praywith you or for you
after Sunday service. They gather for prayer near the
piano, just meet them there.

Also, we're always looking for a few more people who
have a passion for praying ! Talk to Tammy Miller if
interested.

Thot for a day:
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Prayer Force...

Remember to use “The Prayer
Force"

Please continue to call, text (320
220-1816) or email
{dvdauk@tds.net) prayer requests to Pastor David for the Prayer Force

prayer chain to include in their prayers. Thanks!

And an Invitation to Join our “Prayer Force"

Being @ part of our prayer chainis a HUGELY imporant - and very sim-
ple - way you canserve God and His people! When a request to pray
comes in, Pastor forwards it via text message (or email for those who
don't hawe a cell phone). Then you simply inclede that request in your
prayers. Text Pastor today and tell him “Yeah, | @n do that!” Thanks!

Please Remember to Pray At 11:09 Every day
{]m?irﬂi by Luke 11:9: "So 53y fo pou, Ask and & will be given fo youy

and pou will find: Knode and the door will be apened fo you)

Remember to mke a time-out to PRAY for things like...

Thanking God for 250 years of His work in our Country
Thanking God for the freedom to attend worship and live out our faith
Thanking God for Summer - and safety insummer travels

Asking God for continued good weather for the growing season.
Asking God's continued guidance for our Building Committee

Asking Godfor healing for all who have lost loved ones.

Asking God toraise up people to fill our open MMT positions.

Asking God for the power tolove like Jesus did - with sacrifice
Asking God to open people’s eyes tosee that Jesus is what they need
Asking God for courage tofollow where He guides

For all those who are home-bound or in nursing fadlities
Thanking God thatHis Word is Truth amidst the lies of the world.
Protection from the deceitful messages Satan sends your way
Asking God for faith tostand for His Truth like Daniel's 3 friends 1
Asking God to humble you, seek Him and repent (2 Chronicles 7:14)
God's protedion, wisdom & courage for government leaders

The ministry of Hope Pregnancy Center in Willmar

The ministry of House of Hope - Madagas@r

The ministry of the Jastrams inlapan

BGod answers prayers.



mailto:dvdauk@tds.net

Monthly Music Videos...

Recommending lots of great new music released in June...

* “How To Forgive” by the Band Reeves...
https-/fyoutw. be/H0it2jhEESw

*  “Living Room Floor” by Leanna Crawford...
https:/fyoutu. be/hNOB22efTEA

#  “Glory, Glory" by the We The Kingdom with Crowder...
https:/fyoutu.be/nSKEoHPEPTU

* “SoGood” by We The Kingdom... hitps://voutu.be/dEGzramMhvQ
* “The Plans” by We The Kingdom... mtps:/youtu. be/LS06onkRzIL
*  “Finished Work” by Matt Maher... mtps:/fyoutuw be/Al STYLLrnml
s Ny Victory's Coming” by CAIN... httpe-/fyoutu be/UNs3edRT4dk
*  “Living Water” by CAIN ... https-/fyoutu be/HwBCMSNIPM

«  “Walkin® On Down® by David Leonard...
hittps-/fyoutw. be/¥I0im _phace

« “Time” by David Leonard... hitps/fyoutu. be /il Efivim EKy)

* “Take Me Dancing” by NeedTcBreathe...
hittps -/fyoutu. be/beoblL RokC2|

* “Last Drink” by NeedToBreathe... hitps:/fyoutu. be/mhVRI1NCSEM

« “Anybody Else” by Patrick Mayberry...
https:/fyoutu. be/NLVAYI hKxee

# “Simpleand Troe" by Patrick Mayberry...
hitps -/fyoutw. be/ LYV oohxes Wk

« “Campfire” by TobyMac & Third Day...
https-/fyoutw.be/ibbyI N ABE G0

«  “Miracle” by King & Country... hitps:/Avoutu. be /O0FdEAXEPY
«  “God's Not” by Danny Gokey... hitps:/fyoutw.be/oGpkoxEftcl

*  “God I'm Just Grateful” by Stephen McWhirter...
https:/fyoutu. be/oAS F4mREFU

+  “Evergreen” by Rend Collective...
hitps:/fvoutu be /zCaR0gMFucl

* “Broken People” by Tenth Avenue Morth ..
https:/fvoutu.be /BGVIdImKFsi

*  “The lesus Generation™ by Forrest Frank...
hittps:/fvoutu. be /uf RdfZefblw
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You can't pass the buck if it never physically touches you,

Thot for a day
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« “There s AGod" bTaha Layton... itps J/fyoutu. be/ujirdS0NWSEU

#  “America the Beautiful® by Steven Curtis Chapman...
https:/fyoutu. be /KBxtEbl 0000

* “Fishers of Men” by Tyler Philip Ratcliffe...
https:/fyoutu.be/rHrs LG o682

«  “Lay It All On You™ by We Are Messengers...
https:/fvoutu be fcdT-51x-Ejuw

« “Every Reason To Believe” by Jordan 5t. Cyr...
hitps:/fvoutu. be MoZ8ihhTI1E

«  “What Would | 5ay” by lenna Raine...
https: /fvoutu. be [FMH230-3G8

* “Whata Miracle Feels Like” by TaureenWells...
hitps:/fyoutu.be /CF AHflgalde

+« “Eastern Sky” by Cochren & Co...
https: /fvoutu be /[t5-gshDike

*  “Know Me By Mame” by Consumed by Fire ...
https:/fvoutu. be /AL dY9A3aPxE

«  “Whole Wide World” by Consumed By
Fire... https:/fvoutu.be /HzFgXELFmes

|.-r

« “Revival” by leremy Camp...
https:/fvoutu be (iITF9WelwWE A

« “It's Gonna Get Better” by the Afters...
https:/fvoutu be UKSFIPIOFAK

Story Behind The Song...

July is most know for Independence Day soitseems relevant tofea-
ture the song, “God Bless America”. This simple cneverse song be-
came an overnight hit anda hopefd song as war threatensd. “It's not
a patrictic song,” composer Irving Bedinsaidina 1940 interview, “but
an expression of gratitude for what this country has done forits Citi-
zens, of what home really means.” Today, many Americans consider
“God Bless America” an unofficial national anthem of the United
States.

The life of Irving Berlinis a uniguely Ameri@n success story. He was
born Israel Baline in the Jewish village of Tyumen, ina harsh region of
Russia known as Siberia. When he was about five, an anti-lewish mob
destroyed his family's home, and the Balines set out for America. They
settled on New York's Lower East Side.


https://youtu.be/uK5FiPIQZAk
https://youtu.be/iTFi9WgMwPA
https://youtu.be/HzFqXELFmes
https://youtu.be/FLdY9A3aPxg  
https://youtu.be/jtS-qsbDjKg
https://youtu.be/CFAHflqaIdg
https://youtu.be/l7NH2ao-aG8
https://youtu.be/Xo28ihhTJ18
https://youtu.be/cdT-S1x-Ejw
https://youtu.be/rHrsLGo6-8g
https://youtu.be/KBxt8b10Q0o
https://youtu.be/ujr05ONW9PU
https://youtu.be/uARdfZef6Jw
https://youtu.be/8GV9d3mXFsM
https://youtu.be/zCaRDqM7ucI
https://youtu.be/oA9_Z4mREfU
https://youtu.be/oGpKqX6ftcU
https://youtu.be/O0FdEAXtjPY
https://youtu.be/ibbyINABEdQ
https://youtu.be/UJVooNxegMM
https://youtu.be/NLVAYJhKxgg  
https://youtu.be/mhVRl1NC98M
https://youtu.be/b6qbLRqKC2I 
https://youtu.be/ihNEfMmEKyU
https://youtu.be/XI0jm_p6aog 
https://youtu.be/Hv-8CM5NIPM
https://youtu.be/UNg3edRT4dk  
https://youtu.be/AL5TvLLrnmU
https://youtu.be/L906onMRzIU
https://youtu.be/dE6zrqmNhVQ
https://youtu.be/n5K8gHPgPTU
https://youtu.be/hNOB22ef7EA
https://youtu.be/H0it2jhE85w

As ayoung teen, he began singing insaloons and at some point
taught himsef piano. He began copying the musical styles of the day,
and developed anincredible instinct for creating popular tunes that
people loved tosing. A printing error ona published piece of sheet
music left him with the name Irving Berlin, and that was the name he
carriedas he wrote song after song. In 1911, he wrote his first huge
dance hit, “Alexander's Ragtime Band.”

After that, Bedin's career tock off like a rocket. He wrote stage musi-
cals and film scores, and produced hit after hit. Many are still sung
today, including: “White Christmas,” "Blue Skies,” "Always,” “There's
Mo Business Like Show Business,” "Heat Wave,” “I've Got My Love to
Keep Me Wam,"—and "God Bless America” which he wrote in 1918
but was never sed.

Then Kate Smith, one of the great singers of her day, asked Berlin for
a new number for her radio show. The year was 1938, and she was
looking for something fresh to mark the 20th anniversary of the end
of the Great War, what would later be @lled World War |.Irving Ber
lim had composer's block.

Berlin falt the urgency to deliver. He had recently returned from Eu-
rope, where cat@strophe was brewing. Nazi Germany, led by Adolf
Hitler, was growing more powerful and aggressive and seemedto be
preparing forwar. But Berlinwasn't focused onwriting a get-
Ameri@-ready-for-war song. He wanted to create something to cele-
brate Ameri@ as a special place to live. Then he remembered a song
he had drafted years earlier. He pulled out an old trunk and dusted
off the 20vyear-old manuscript.

The resutwas the song most American school kids have learned by
heart ever since.

God bless America, land that | love

Stand beside her and guide her

Through the night with the light from above
From the mountains,

To the prairies,

To the occean white with foam

God bless America,

My home sweet home.

Smith sang the song as the show closer on her live national broad@st
that night. Berlin's phone immediately beganringing off the hook.
Everyone wanted to know where they could get the music.

After that, Smith almost always induded the song in her weekly
show, and it became her trademark during a career that spanned five
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Alveays give 100% at work: 129 Monday; 23% Tuesday; 40% YWednesday; 24%

Thursday; 1% Friday,

Thet for a day:

decades.

The song is structured as a prayer, and asks for God's blessing and
guidance for the nation ("stand beside her and guide her through the
night"). Other wartime songs would remind Americans what they
were fghting against. Berlin's “God Bless Ameri@a” reminded them
what they were fighting for.

When it came to "God Bless America,” Irving Berlin and Kate Smith
put their money where their mouths were. They donated all the roy-
alties from the hit song to the Boyand Girl Scouts of America
through the God Bless America Foundation. That arrangement is still
in effect today.

The classic performance by Kate Smith...
https:/fyoutu be/OPlelLh7 MOA

One of my favorite renditions is by Anthem Lights...
hittps -/fyouty. bevoooN Telds0s

And of course, a version from the Petersens...
https:/fyoutu. be/7OruiyGEc-g

Happy Independence Day...

I pledqe allegiance fo the flag,
and {he USA, and the republic
- ONE NATION

with lots and

if oy people. whe are callead By my momes
1 hasmible tThemeelves and pray an-d sk
my foce amd luro from Their wicbhod ways.
then 1wl hear from heavems., amnd T w6l
forgive heir sin amsad =il heal e i ool



https://youtu.be/QPIeLh7_M0A
https://youtu.be/vqoqNTe09Os
https://youtu.be/ZOruMyGEo-g

