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Questions for Pastor...

“Why would Esau sell his hirthright for a bow! of stew? "

This great gquestion came from one of our Confirmation
students after reading about Abraham’s grandsorns Esau
and lacob.

— -
® |
e
The “birthright” refers to the right the firstborn hasto a
double portion of the inheritance. (See Deuteronomy 21:17) and the
right toleadership of the family - including spiritual leadership. Esauwas
the firstborn of the two twins.

Here's the sitation from Genesis 25:27-34

The boys grew up, and Esau becane a skillful hurter, aman of the open
country, while facob was content to stay at home anmong the tents. lsooc,
who had a taste for wild game, loved Esau, but Rebekah loved Jocob.

[There’s animportant lesson on not playing fTavorites here, but that's for
another time.]

Once when locob wias cooking some stew, Esou came in from the open
country, famished. He said tofacob, “Quick, let me have some of that red
stew! I'm famished!” {That s why he was also called Edom.)

Jacob replied, “First sell me your birthright.”
“Look, | am about to die,” Esou said. “What good is the Birthright to me?”

But locob said, “Swearto me first.” 5o he swore an oath to him, seling
his birthright tolocob.

Then focob gave Esou some bread and some lentll stew. He ate and
drank, and then got up and left.

5o Esau gespised his birthright.

I'm not sure what all went into Esaw’s s pur-of-the-moment dedsion to
trade his birthright for a bow| of stew, but it cer@inly seems like a
decision thatwas primarily guided by Esau’'s feeling of the moment
[which was hunger.)
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You could say itwas a hasty reaction based ona fleeting feeling. Esau
definitely didn't mke any time to actually think about what he was
doing. He just made a life-changing decision based solely on how he
was feeling at thatmoment.

Romans 15:4 says, “The things written in the past (Old Testament)
were written to teach us...”

50, as we read through the Bible in Confirmation dass one of the
things we look foris:

What's the lesson God is teaching us herer

It seems there's a pretty cbvious lesson here that applies to 2ach ocne
of us:

Don't make big decisions on the spur of the moment based just on
how you are feeling at that moment. Instead, take some time to
think about it. Pray about it. Ask God for His guidance. Check with
other Christians for their thoughts.

Or, as someone | know summed upin this acronym:
FYGMYF
Follow Your God Mot Your Feelings.

Feelings canlead you astray (ask Esau). God can't.

Thanks for asking
Pastor David

Send your questions to pastor@livingwordlutheran. net

Communion Notes... !
4 J

The Lord's Supper will be celebrmted in Augist on “ s
the normal First and Third Sundays (October Sth & (}:‘hm wl b
19th), as well as Reformation Sunday (Oct 26th).

OMMUNION

Reminders:

# Wine-isin the two outerrings of the individual-cup tray
Grape Juice - is in the inner ring of the individual-cup tray

+ Gluten-free bread wafers are available for those who have glu-
ten-sensitive conditions. Youwill find these wafers ina separate
cup in the communion tray.

*  Thosewho are not comfortable coming to the alar should inform
an Elder or Usher, and communion will be brought to youw inyour
pew.


mailto:pastor@livingwordlutheran.net
mailto:pastor@livingwordlutheran.net
http://www.livingwordlutheran.net

Mark Your Calendar...

Mission 8 Ministry Team
Thursday, October 9th@ &30 p.m.
Elders’ Team @ 5:30 prior to MMT

This month is our 2026 Planning Meeting. Please
come with goals and budget needs for your team.
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Chili Cookoff...

SAVE THE DATE!
2026 Chili Cook Off
is scheduled for
January 17th.

Women's Retreat...

MNowember 14-16, 2025

At Green Lake Bible Camp

“The Truth that sets you Free”
|5 God's Word still relevant today?
Come along with us as we journey through the Bible, learning God's
Commandments, His truths and how Satantries to distract us from
the truth. Come and surrender your weekend and let us grow togethr
erl

The costwill be 513000 for 2-night's stay at the Medayto Lodge
(GLBible Camp- Spicer) and the Teachings, some crafis and a whole
lotta funwith our fellow Sisters.

Register by Movember 1st.
Check's payable to Living Word. You @ngive toViolet or Tammy M.

Getting rid of the penny should not change a thing, People have been walking around

for a long time with no cents,

Congratulations...

David & Mariah Stern (and grandparents Kevin and Marcia Welsh)
on the birth of Milo Welsh Stern!

If you have someone you'd like to thank, please email
webmaster@livingwordlutheran.net

Thot for a day
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Upcoming Fellowship Outings...

Celebrate Birthdays

We will celebrate October birthdays on
Tuesday, October 14th @ 11:00

at Bl TapaticinWillmar

Octaber Fellowship Outing
Thursday, October 2nd @ 6200
at the Padua Pub

Brunch at the Tutti Fruitti Restaurant
In Sauk Centre

Invite A Friend...
Please remember tosign up if you canattend, as Marcia will need to
make reservations. Thanks!

Confirmation News...

=  5-7th Confirmation classes: \ [L 2
6:00 p.m. Each Wednesday r

+  Smoke-Detector Battery Giveaway - 4
Saturday, October 25 from 10 to noon. Cﬂnﬁ [T"ﬂ[]l]n

Smoke-Detector Battery Outreach...

Our Annual Smoke-Detector Battery Giveaway
Saturday, October 25, from 10 - noon

Please join Pastor and the confirmation students inour
annual community service project of handng out free
smoke-detector batteries tofolks who live near the
church. {It's really funto see the looks on people's faces
when they find out thatinstead of asking for something,
we are giving them something.



mailto:webmaster@livingwordlutheran.net

WIG Outing 2025...
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Opportunities for Growth...

Su Moming Bible St

The Book of Revelation

Every Sunday @ 9:00

Please join us for coffee and God's Word

Men's Study
STUDY Tuesdays at 6:30 pm.

[pre-study meat at 6:15)

E Mnmh Morning Women's 5t
Mext study: Wednesday, Oct 8 @ lﬂ 00 a.m.
H'IH'I I S I” = Allwomen are invited!
e
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Simple Ways to Give Your Spiritual
Life a Lift...

Read about Luke and John the authors of the Gospels that bear their
names

(Or listento Pastor read the passages show us the unigue contributions
Luke and John made. He will text or email you a link to each day's re-
cording)

You'll find the readings listed on our Daily Readings pages 16—17

which |etter is silent, the S or the C7?

Make-A-Meal Program...

One of the best (and
simplest) ways to T
chare lesus’ love is I::n,r
taking a meal for
zomeone who is go-
ing through a tough
time.

Please grab some
meals from the freezer at church and take them to someone
who's going through a tough time.

Consider the word "SCEMT" ..

Thot for a day

Page 9

Living Word’'s 2025 Goals Update...

+ Continue the Make A Meal program.
We made meals in July and still have many inthe freezer
+ Continue the monthly Fellowshipoutings: Birthdays and Supper
October 2nd. 14th, and 25th
* Continue the Birthday Card/Anniversary ministry
Ongoing
+ Challenge every member to bring a guest this year
Be praying about who you can invite to join you
« Create a Visitors Table [Coffee, giveaways along with church and
prayer ministry info)
Check out our new “Visitors (and members) Coffee Cart”
+ |nitiate the “Prayer O-Fence” Program
(Adults "adopting “ a kid to pray for, send cards etc..)
Currently looking for a coordinator
* Starta Pryer Ministry - with people praying forfwith others after
the Sunday Service
Beganin January
« A Concert!! Was held at our Block Party on August 9th
s  Chili Cook-0Off Mext Cook-Off is January 17th
*  Hosta Block Party or Community Festival in the Spring
Coming on August Sth
*  Focus on the National Youth Gathering event for youth
7 youth attended the Gathering in July
* Coordinating with Redeemer, Willmar and 5t. John, Atwater to
host joint youth events Ongoing
* Continue weekly Youth Gatherings
Every Wednesday (@ 7:00

+ Keep the church yard locking nice and continue to de-clutter the
storage areas inside.

Ongoing

Remember to wear your Living Word
Apparel...




A Minute for Couples...

{frawm the Prepare-Enrich blog)

Bonus Marriage Compatibility Points

Whatare themost important things toagree onin
marriager Typically you're gaing to consider things
like your values and beliefs, overall meshing of
your personalities, and the general picture of what youwant your fu-
ture to look like — whether thatincludes a big family, career aspira-
tions, living ina small town ora big dty, etc. If you and your spouse
differ signifi@ntly on these topics, it's going to be difficultto plana life
together — to say the least.

But if you're aligned on these big things, does that mean it's all
smoothsailing? Eh, not guite. You and your spouse will probably stll
disagree, albeit on things with lower stakes. That got us thinking ...

What are those things that you definitely don't have to agree on, but
that justmight make day-to-day life a whole lot easier if you did? Con-
sider them sort of like bonus compatibility points inmarriage:

Food

Are you and your spouse adventurous eaters, or do you both prefer
your usual, predictable comfort foods? There is nothing wrong with
either, butif you differ on this, you might have more disagreements
on what's for dinner or which restaurant to check out. The same goes
for general detary preferences or habits. And what about takeout? Do
you consider ita treat or not a big deal?

Temperature

Do you and your spouse generally agree on what the thermostatis set
at, or is it a cons@nt tug of war on temperature? Do you believe in
turning the AC or heat on the second it hits a cer@in degree, or do you
ride it out for as long as you cant Different temperature preferences is
a common sticking point for many married couples— are you one of
them?

Entertainment

Do you enjoy similar types of music, movies, or shows? Do you agree
on what should be playing inthe @r on a long trip— music, podcast, or
audicbook? Do you go to the movie theater, or wait for streaming?
Are concert tickets built into your yearly budget or is that not one of
your pricrities?

Sleeping
Of course there is the whole early bird/night owl dynamic, but what
about sleeping temperaturer Do you needa fan or white noise or do
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Thet for a day: A pessimist's blood type is always b-negaive.

you opt for silencer Do you wake up quickly, or hit snooze on three
different alamms? Do you like to cuddle throughout the night or would
you rather keep to your space?

Cleanliness

When you say you're going tocleanthe house does that mean picking
up all the clutter so things look nice and tidy? Oris some dutter okay as
long as the actual surfaces have beenscrubbed down? What's your
tolerance for letting either go? It might seem like semantics, but you'd
be surprised how dfferent mindsets about this @n lead toargumenis.

How many bonus points do you and your spouse score? If you're onthe
same wavelength for many of these examples, that's great! Your simi-
larities probably lend toa generl sense of harmaony as you encounter
these things in your daily life. If you differ on some or most of these
things, then these tips can help you navigate your differences:

Talk about them.

Share your opinions and perspedives, and listen to your spouse’s to
gaina better understanding of why they prefer one thing over the othr
er. It doesn'tmean you need to try to persuade them to adopt your
view or vice versa, but putting in the effort to understand each other
better never hurs. f something is particularly important to you, let
YOUr spouse know.

Be willing to compromise.

In most of these scenarics, there is no right or wrong answer—it's justa
miatter of personal preference. While it might be tempting to dig your
heels in on something, having courtesy and respect for what your
spouse wants s2ts a tone throughout your relationship. 5o bewilling to
meeteach otherin the middle whenever you can.

Come upwith unigue solutions.

Get creative when it comes to finding ways to meet both of your prefer-
ences or at least a happy medium. Maybe that means a special
“system” for cleaning the howse, taking turns choosing the movie or
restaurant but each having one “veto” to use, or splitting the dfference
on the thermostat. Do what works for your marriage, even if it seems
silly!

Understand how having kids can complicate things.

When it's just you and your spouse toworry about, its one thing. But
adding children to the mix adds a whole other layer of complexity, par-
ticularly when your preferences impact or are imposed upon them. In
some cases, you might be more willing toflex and forgo your own
wants. In others, you and your spouse might have to discuss what's best
for your children.

Make sure to nurture your bond in other ways.
If you're opposites on most things, you'llwant to make sure you're



staying connected — and nurturing that connection—in other ways.
your emotional bond is strong, these differences are minor conflicts
to overcome. But if you're already feeling disconnected, they @n
create even more distance.

These minor points of contention are typia@lly not dealbreakers
when it comes to determining who you'll spend the rest of your life
with. F you and your spouse are lucky enough to have many of these
things in commaon, enjoy that lwoury! And it you find yourselves bick-
ering about any of these topic, you're not alone. As you learn to
manage your differences, take pride in the fact that that you're also
gaining skills that will benefit your marriage as a whole.
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Email Inspiration...

From Mikey's Funnies

Ron, a %-year old boy, was being raised by his mother who ddn't
know how to cope with his uncontrollable temper. She knew he was
angry that his father had abandoned him, and she tried professional
counseling, but nothing seemed towaork.

50, she sent Ron to spend the summer on his grandparent's fam.
When he @me home, he was a changed boy. His mom asked him
what happened, and he told her that every time he got mad or said
anything unkind, Grandpa made him go outside and hammer a big
tworinch nail into a two-by-four. Itwas hard, and he wasn't allowed
back until the nail was all the wayin.

After about 20 trips to the shed toget the tools, he decideditwas
easier to control his temper than hammer those long nails.

"Did you change becawse you hated the conseguences so much?" she
asked.

"Well, thatwas part of it," he said. "After I'd nailed in all the nails and
was behaving better, Grandma took me outside and made me pull
them out. That was even harder. When | was done, she gave me this
note."

He showed it to her, and this is what she read:

"Pulling out the nails is like saying you're sorry. But the holes still re-
miginin the board. Youcan't fix things by being sorry, but you can stop
making new holes. Remember, every time you do something mean
and nasty, you're making a hole scmewhere insomeone. That's what
your dad did to you. Please don't doit toanyone else. You're better
than that.

Opportunities to Serve...

Remember to use our “We Prayed for You” program...
We'd like tosend outa crd or two each week to people
we prayed for during worship.

We are currentlyin need of a wolunteer to mail the @rds.
If you could help, talk to Pastor David '

Help Record our Worship Services . . .
that we livestream and later upload our YouTube channel (New Lon-
don Living Word). Talk to Pastor David if you can help out with this -
just one Sunday a month. (Hint: if's really not difficult - even Pastor

figured it outl)
Teal's Rebate Program... # R IRT
...has been discontinued. Thanks to everyone who saved receipts.

Custodian Volunteers Needed.

For any month after October...

Pick Your Month for you (or your family) tobe our

Church Custodian.

We are still inneed of volunteers. Talk to our Trstee, .
Lonnie Robbin, tosignup or find out more details.

I'mm proud to anounce that I have completed the first itemn on my bucket list, I

have the bucket,

Thot for a day:

Building Committee Update...

Check out the new
com puterized draw-
ings on the mble by
the entry door at
church.

The Committeeisin
the process of plan-
ning for raising funds.

We've had a generous challenge:
As soon as we raise and additional $70,000 the “challenger” will do-

nate $100,000 111

Some pertinent figures (as of September 15):

“Challenge” Money Raised: 565,000 (of 570,000 needed)
Money in CDs and Building Account: 5130,000

A HUGE “Thank You" toeveryone who has made a pledge 1!



October 2025 - Daily Readings

October 2025 Daily Readings:

This month we continue our devotion focus: Who are the Gospel writers -
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John? We find out more about them, the things
about Jesusthey emphasized - as well asthings they included in their gospel that you
won't find anywhere elsa.
Pastor records the readings (along with devotions based on the readings).
To receive these audio recordings daily, email riflivingwordiutheran net
NOTE: Email or text Pastor with questions you have on something you read.

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 28 - Unique Namatives from Mark
Sept 20 Mark, 1:16, 16:7, 1 Peter 513

Sept 30 Mark 1:1-8

Oct1 Mark 1:21-28

Oct2  Mark 1429

Oct3  Mark 16:8, 9-20

WEEKOF OCT 5. Getting to know Luke and his Gospal
Oct6 Colossians 4:14 & Acts 16:10

Oct7?  Lukel:1-4

Cctd  Acts1:1-3

Oct®  Luke 3:23.37 _

Oct 10 Luke 11:113 &2 18:1.8

Recordings of the Daily Readings can also be found on our wehsite at:
hittps: i diutheran.net/devotions. htm

oct13
Oct 14
Oct 15
Oct 16

Oct 17

Oct 20
O 21
Oct 22
ot 23

Oct 24

Oct Zr
Oct 28
Ooct 2
Oct 20

Oc 3

WEEK OF Dct 12 - Unigque namatives from LUKE
Luke 1

Luke 2

Luke 10

Luke 24:13-35

Luke 24:50.53

WEEK OF Oct 19 - Getting to know JOHN and his Gospel
Mark 4:14-20

1 John 1 & Revelation 1:9-11

John 20031

John 1:1-18

John 13

WEEK OF Oct 26 - Unigque Narratives from JOHN's Gospel
John 19:25-27

John 6:35-40

John 11

John 20:24-30

John 21



mailto:pastor@livingwordlutheran.net
https://www.livingwordlutheran.net/devotions.htm

October 2025 - Living Word Lutheran - Calendar of Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Sept 28 Sept 29 Sept 30 1 2 3 4
400 - SUNDAY SCHOOL
-ADULT STUDY 600 - CONFIRMATION
6:30 . MEN'S STUDY 600 - FELLOWSHIP
10:00 - WORSHIP 700 - YOUTH GROUP OUTING @ PADUA
11:15 -FELLOWSHIP
5 i 7 8 9 Mission 10 1
900 - SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:00 - LWML & Ministry
-ADULT STUDY WOMEN'S STUDY
530 - ELDERS' TEAM
10:00 - WORSHIP 6:00 - CONFIRMATION
wicommunion 6:30 - MEN'S STUDY , OUTH GROUP 630 - MSSK_);EETE
11:15 - FELLOWSHIP 00 - YOUTH GROU MINISTRY TEAM
12 13 14 15 16
900 - SUNDAY SCHOOL 11:00 - OCT BIRTHDAYS
- ADULT STUDY (@ El Tapatio
6:00 . CONFIRMATION
10:00 - WORSHIP 6:30 - MEN'S STUDY
700 - YOUTH GROUP
11115 - FELLOWSHIP
19 20 1 22 3 24 %5
9:00 - SUNDAY SCHOOL
- ADULT STUDY 10:00 - SMOKE
DETECTOR
10:00 - WORSHIP £:30 - MEN'S STUDY 6:00 - CONFIRMATION BATTERY
w/communion GIVEAWAY
700 -YOUTH GROUP
. 11:00 - BRUNCH
1:15 - FELLOWSHIP i@ Tutti Frutti
2% 27 28 P 30 M Nov 1
900 . SUNDAY SCHOOL 6:00 . CONFIRMATION WOMEN'S
- ADULT STUDY : ﬂ“’ﬁma .
— 0. ' -00 IS N
10:00 WORSHIP 6:30 - MEN'S STUDY 7:00 - ¥YOUTH GROUP DUE . TN
11115 - FELLOWSHIP




Upcoming Schedules...

AfterWorship Fellowship
We will have coffee [ water and cookies at 11:15 after

worship .Please join us whenyou can! __and, if you @n,
please sign up to serve coffee and goodies some Sunday.

CO0KI

Usher Schedule

Oct 5 Jim & Tomsie Lason

Oct 12 Jason & Levi Miller

Oct 19 Pam Johnson & Linda Van Meter
Oct 26 Larry Levin & Gerry Butler
USHERS NEEDED

We are still inneed of more ushers to help collect offering. Please
signup at church if you could take a turn. Thanks!

Elders

Oct 5, 12 Steve & Kevin

Oct 10, 26 Duane & Scott

Custodian

October Meggie Ashburn and Jean Lungstrom

Movember Available

Acolyte

Oct 5 Isaac Ashburn

Oct 12 Drew Dahl

Ot 19 Isaac Ashburn

Oct 26 Drew Dahil
o Acn]gies

PowerPoint Clicker Operator

Ot 5 Elsa

Oct 12 Drew

Oct 19 Open

Oct 26 Open

Altar Guild

October Mona Hjelle

Accompanying Musicians

Ot 5 Sharon'Willen

Oct 12 Scott Wachter

Oct 19 SharonWillen

Oct 26 Scott Wachter
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It's easier to get alder than it is o get wiser,

Thot for a day:
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Thank God For...

You've seenour sign board out by the
road with the beginning of a sentence: e
“Thank God For... * Eachweekwe'd Hﬂﬁ
like to change the ending of that senr i

tence to encourage pecple who drive

past to emember that God is the giver
of all good things - especially things we take for granted.

In September we thanked God for...

+  Rally Sunday

+  The Power and Truth of His Word

Let Pastor kmow how you'd complete that sentence in October.

= m—
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( GOD FOR ...|

AN LT

il
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Seen on Church Signboards...

Choose the Bread of Life
Or end up as Toast...

October Discipleship Verse...

“lesus answered, | Am the Way and the Truth and the Life.

No one comes to the Father except through me.”
John 14:6

Maote: This is the fifth of six strRight months where we use a
confirmation verse as our Discipleship Verse. This month's verseis
Troy Sacsland’s confirmation verse.



Email Wisdom...

From God's Book of “Procical
Wisdom for Everyday” (Proverts) L t|||lJ':I ORI ives
+  Trustinthe Lord withall hl::.l:';l.l:m 3:“

your heart and lean not on

|||||||.'|'.'-.i.|.|nl‘||l'l.;.' -
your own understanding; in —

all your ways submit to him,
and he will make your paths
straight.

PROVERBS 2:4

Proverbs 356

* Do not be wise in your owneyes; fear the Lord and shun evil. This
will bring health to your body and mouris hment to your bones.
Proverbs 3:7-8

+ Honor the Lord withyour wealth, with the firstfruits of all your
crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats
will brim over with new wine. Prowerbs 3:9-10

* Do not withhold good from those towhom itis due, whenitis in
your power to ad. Do notsay to your neighbor, “Come back to-
morrow and I'll give it to you"— when you already have itwith
you. Prowerbs 3:27-28

*  Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from
it. Proverbs 4:23

*  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge
of the Holy One is understanding. Prowerbs 910

*+ Hatred stirs up conflict, but lowe covers over all wrongs.
Prowerbs 10:12

« A generous personwill prosper; whoewer refreshes others will be
refreshed. Prowverbs 11:25

* Whoever loves disdpline loves knowledge, but whoever hates
correction is stupid. Prowerbs 12:1

+* The righteous choose their friends @refully, but the way of the
wicked leads them astray. Proverbs 12:26

* Thosewho guard theirlips preserve their lives, but those who
speak rashlywill come o ruin. Prowerbs 1323
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& person can fail many times, but they aren't a failure until they begin to blame

som ebody else,

Thot for a day

E-Mail Humor...

Jim was driving down the street ina sweat, because he had anim-
portant meeting and couldn't find a parking place.

Looking up to heaven he said, "Lord ke pity onme. If you find me a
parking place, | will goto church every Sunday for the rest of me life
and give up drinking beer!"

Miraculously, a parking place appearsd.

Jim looked up again and said, "Never mind, | found one."

s EEREE

Billy Graham was returning to Charotte after a speaking engagement
and when his plane arrived there was a limousine there to transport
him to his home.

As he prepared togetinto the limo, he stopped and spoke tothe driv-
er. "You know," he said, "I'm 87 years old and | have never drivena
limousine. Would youmind if | drove it for a whiler"

The driver said, "Mo problem . Have at it."

Billy gets into the drivers seat and they head off down the highway. A
short distance away sat a rockie State Trooper operating his first
speed trap. The long black limowent by him doing 70in a 55 mph
zone. The trooper pulled out and easily caught the limo. He then got
out of his patrol car to begin the procedure.

The young trooper walked up to the driver's door and when the glass
was rolled down. He was surprised to see who was driving. He imme-
diatelyexcused himself and went back to his @rand called his super-
Visor.

"I know we are supposed toenforce the law...but | also know that
important people are given certain courtesies. | need to know what |
should do becawse | have stopped a veryimporant person.”

The supervisor asked, "ls itthe governore"”

The young trooper said, "No, he's more important tham that."

The supervisor said, "Oh, so it's the president.”

The young trooper said, "No, he's even more important than that."
After a moment, the supervisor finally asked, "Well then, who is &

The young trooper said, "1 think it's Jesus, becawse he's got Billy Gra-
ham for a chauffeur!”



Youth Group Calendar...
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Chieck out our website for links 1o the

OCTOBER 2025 monthiy newslettas,strearming church
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY oy
e § - Yourh Girosp: {hailr Fimiahing
1 2 3 4 . & - Mappy Birdufay. Kofa!
Bpm Confirmation Ha Ee L1
Tpm Youth Group it & - Yowth Group: Bible Sy
RN Ligruprt
5
by o it % - The Well brealbfiast clab fior afl @rea vouth @ Prave
Charah
B B T 8 hie] 11
10w Church Gpm Confirmation Tam The Wedl @ik I4 - Birshday Lunck Celebvation, locarion varies each
Tpm Yauth Group Breakfast manrk, oprn fe all apes, expease i1 vours, RSPV re Maveia
‘ % e, [5 - Yowh GGroup: Kible Snady
e
12 15 14 15 16 17 18 @i, 16 - Comgweparion Suppey, Iocaiion varies cack monih,
Pastor’s Day! 645 ;II'MH Leaders B:;T:r;;::h 6pm o e cmgrmlm S opra I all ages, eapease (i on vour sww, RIVF wirk Marcia
GALFE Meetn|
104 Church 7:00 Adult \'E'Ulsh Tpm Yeuth Group e, 22 - Youth Group: Shop for Operanon Chrismmas Child
Group Leadership ."@ I 1"@ | Eack vewth will be alletted § ro pasclaie thisgs for v ralfes
onling mesting l I ] \ Christmas Child. They ave also welvome foe add in personal
donarions for this evend. Will go mach fater than npical,
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
10am Church &pm Confirmation Tam The Wedl Dt 23 - Fhe Well breabfiacr clab ar Peace Lutheran apew o afl
Iﬂ_m Youth wﬂp Breakfas: e voalh
. % i, 2% - Fouth Growup: Femplin Caiving
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If you would join our parent group, you would have access to our
communi@tions. Feel free to use any photos or dates from that

group.

Click here: httpsy/eroupme.com/fjoin_group/101771808/iluNXPak

"Participate” in Worship from home...

If you can't be herein pemon; Watch on our YouTube channel with
Sunday services being livestreamed at

hittps -/ fwsw youtube com fchannel /UCGEel-

WWEU2 2yCyxblwjo/featured



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG9eU-VvIJEU22yCYxbhwjg/featured
https://groupme.com/join_group/101771809/iJuNXP4k

A Minute for Parents...

From Light The Way blog

Raising teens @n feel like walking a tightrope—balancing connection
withindependence, privacy with protection, and structure with flex-
bility. The teenage years are full of transformation. Your once talka-
tive child might now speak in one-word amnswers. But don't worry—
this is @ mormal part of development.

The good news? Research from family therapy and adoescent psy-
chology shows that there are meaningful ways tostay connected with
your teen, even through the eye rolls and closed bedroom doors.

The Power of Connection: What Teens Really Need

At the core, teens want what we all want—to be seen, heard, and
understood. When theyfeel emotionallysafe at home, they are more
likely to open up, askfor help when needed, and make healthier
choices.

According to Emaotionally Focused Family Therapy (EFFT), secure par-
ent-teen bonds can protect against mental healthissues, substance
use, and risky behavior.

Startwith this mindset: Connection before correction.

Ask Open-Ended Questions (That Don't Feel Like Interrogation)
Teens oftenwithdraw when they feel guestioned or judged. Open-
ended questions invite deeper conversation without pressure.

Try these instead of "How was school ?':

+  “Whatwas the mostinteresting part of your dayr”

+  “What's something youwish aduliz understood about being a
teen right nowr™

+ “If you could change one rule in the house, whatwouldit beand
why?"

+  "What's something you're proud of this week?”

Tip: Don't rush torespond or give advice—just listen. Let silence be
okay.

Respecting Their Privacy (While Still Parenting)

Teens need a sense of privacy to build independence and trust. Re-
specting this doesn't mean stepping back entirely—it means adjusting
your role.

Here's hiow to find the balance:

+  Knock before entering their room.

+«  Ayoid reading their texts or journals unless there's a serious con-
Cern.

* |nstead of monitoring everything, talk openly about online safety,
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relationships, and boundaries.

Therapeutic technigue: Use collaborative problem solving. Say, “1
wantto give you space, and | also need to know you're safe. How can
we work together on thatr”

Keeping Them Safe: Trust and Boundaries
Set dear boundaries—but involve your teen in creating them. When
teens help shape the rues, they're more likely to respect them.

Family therapy emphasizes authoritative parenting—firm but warm,
with room for negatiation and mutual resped.

Ideas:

+ (reate a techagreement together (e.g., screen time, location
sharing).

+ Hawve opendiscssions about peer pressure, sex, and substance
use.

+ Practice “what if” scenarios together: “What would you do if..?"
Stay Connected (Even When Life is Busy)

You don't need hours—you need intentionality. Consistent micro-
moments matter.

|deas for connectionin small pockets of time:

* (Cook one meal together each week, evenifit’s just taccs.

*  Share music playlists and @lk about lyrics.

* Watcha short show or play a video game they like.

&  Drive-time chats with phones down.

* Five-minute check-ins before bed: "How are you feding today?
Anything on your mindr”

Familytherapy tip: Use "special time"—15 minutes a few times a

weekwhere you let your teen take the lead in how you spend time

together.

Muodel What You Want toSee
Teens learn from watching, not just listening. Show them how to regu-
late emactions, admit mistakes, and communicate respectiully.

Say things like:

* "] was fealing stressed eadier. | took a walk to @Im down.”
¢  “I'msorry | snapped—| want to try again.”

These moments show emotional intelligence in action.

Final Thoughts: You Don't Need to Be Perfect

Connection isn't about being the perfect parent—it's about being a
present one. Your teen may act like they don't care, but deep down,
your presence and effort matter more than you know.



Miscellaneous Notes...

Food Pantry Reminder

Please remember to bring your donations for the Food Pantry on the
2nd Sunday of each month. Mace them inthe purple container by the
door at church. Thankto everyone for donating!

Check out our “Free Stuff” Table

Here's just a sampling of what you'll find :
* Kid's books

*  October Newsletters

* October-December Portals of Prayer
* Smoke Detector batteries

Recorded videos of Sennons

Sermons can be found inon our Living Word YouTube channel | New
London Living Word) at

hittps:/ funanayoutube. com /@ newlondonlivingword8097 fstreams

Sept 7 “God Made SONflowers to Brighten People’s Lives”

Sept 14 “How Should Christians Respond to Things Like the Charlie
Kirk Assassination?

Sept 21 “Using Your "Sword' (God's Word) Boldly”

Sept 28 “Jesus’ Example of Patience While Boldly Speaking God's
Wordg”

Still Available: Direct Deposit for Your Offerings
% Living Word has the option of an glectronic option for
making regular offerings. Contributions can be debited

automatically from your checking or savings account .

Our electronic giving program offers convenience for you and much-
needed donation consistency for our congregation.

If wou are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will nolonger need to
write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel,
illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, this
program will allow your weekly offerings to continue onan uninter-
rupted basis. Anauthorizationform anda “Freguently Asked Ques-
tions" fiyer are available from the church office.

Offering Envelopes

Offering Envelopes Are Available for 2025—If you like to use dated
envelopes for your offerings, we have them available. Just pick upa
box of envelopes from under the mailboxes. Write down the # o the
box you picked up. Thanks!
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Prayer...

Remember to use “The Prayer Foree”

Please continue to call, text (320-220-1816) or email
(pastor@|ivingwordlutheran.net) prayer requests to
Pastor David for the Prayer Force prayer chaintoin-
clude in their prayers. Thanks!

And an Invitation to Join our “Prayer Force”
Being a part of our prayer chainis a HUGELY important - and very sim-
ple- way you can serve God and His people! When a request to pray
comes in, Pastor forwards it via text message (or email for those who
don't have a cell phone). Then you simply include that reguestin your
prayers. Text Pastor today and tell him “Yeah, | @n do that!” Thanks!

Please Remember to Pray At 11:09 Every day
{“lrrs?ired by Luke 11:9: "So T say fo pou, Ask and & will be given fo youy

Remember to ake a time-out to PRAY for things like... these VBS Prayers:

and you will find: Knodt and the door will be apened fo you

People you caninvite to any of our studes, events or outings
Thanking God for the amazing Fall weather
Safety - and continued good weather - during hunting and harvesting
For the Holy Spirit towork through the teachers of our classes
The Haly Spirit to bring growth through our Confirmation dasses
For God to continue giving comfort and peace to those grieving.
Asking God's guidance for our MMT as they plan fora new year
Asking God for courage tofollow where He guides

For all those who are home-bound or in nursing fadlities
Continued wisdom for guidance and decisions (BIG and small)
Thanking God thatHis Word is Truth amidst the lies of the world.
Protection from the deceitful messages Satansends your way
Asking God for faith tostand for His Truth like Daniel's 3 friends |
Asking God to humble you, seek Him and repent (2 Chronicles 7:14)
God's protedion, wisdom £ courage for government leaders
The ministry of the lastrams inJapan

After-Worship Prayer Ministry

We have people whowill praywith you or for you after Sunday ser-
vice. They gather for prayer near the piano, just meet them there.

F‘% s
I
_/:-J"
VSO

Also, we're always locking for a few more people
who have a passion for praying!ll

Talk to Tammy Miller if interested


mailto:pastor@livingwordlutheran.net
https://www.youtube.com/@newlondonlivingword8097/streams

Monthly Music Videos...

Maore great new music from the month of August:

*  “Found It In Jesus” is a great new song from Stephen
McWhirter & Matt Maher... https fvoutu be /HWzsYOoedYc

+  ZachWilliams released a new album Jesus Loves. One new song ix
with CAIN @lled “Church Kids”... https:/fyoutu be/iGD2FLLAFec

* “Thank You" is ancther great song off the new album ..
hittps -/ fyoutu. be/ AWz pYH X KE

* Peter Burton just released a great new song called “Foolish” ...
https:/fyvoutu.be ru24fc DD

*  Emmerson Day does Southern rock Christan music. | really like
“Get Behind Me” . hitps:/{/youtu.be/rs 216tE8X5 k

+« | really likethesong “Always Besn” by Stephen Barker Liles. ..
https:/fyoutu. be/UBHYYDVASo

# A bitmore on the country side than Christian, but | like Thomas
Rhett's new song “On A River” ... hitps:/fyoutu. be/ S0 SH I Xa Srky

*  “Found In The Hurt” is from Presence Music (a Christian pop
band from Duluth)... httpsy/ fvoutu be /HifKEkNWCCw

*« “Stars” is the |latest song from Anne Wilson....
https:/fvoutu. bel Ta¥azKdwic

+ Natt Redmond andloe LBarnes have released a new song, “Praise
To The Maost High" .. hitps:/ifyoutu. be/bC3 2 kwxcSoe

* “Mobody Loves Like You" is a great new song from JoshWright...
hittps:/fyoutu. be/ER upPhwE NES,

«  Patrick Mayberry released a new song, “Everlasting Arms"...
hitps:/fvoutu. be fiuodyPy-jxo

+  “Days God Gave” is new from Matt Hammitt...
https:/fvoutu.be 40LntS-7MI0

+ | like this new song from Josh Baldwin, “It's Finished Mow™ ...
https:/fyoutu.be /OvTSxYeOBVo

+ The latest song from Pat Barrett is “Hard Part Of A Dream”...
https:/fyoutu.bejodg ci5WCso

* Fromthe new Angel TV series, Mirocle, Terrian has a new
song called “Testimony”... https/fvoutu. be fijmd 60OEPD20

* Kristene DiMarco released aheartfelt song about her kids,
“Song for My Children”... https /fvoutu be /CIkDhEy90al
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+  “Hindsight” is new fram Tasha Layton & Colton Dixon ...
https:/fvoutu.be AYmaAGzThimk

+ Katie Nichole's latest song is “Have Your Way” ...
https:/fyoutu. be /KBZFEwasXnd

«  MichaelW Smith is still making new music with “Kingdom
Come”... hitps://fvoutu.be /zgekrzf6BKE

* TaurenWells released “Fight Like Heaven” ...
https:/fyoutu.be/b7dwsSEvcrn Q

*  From the new Chris Tomlin album, The King i= Stll the King...
“still the King”... https ffvoutu. be /Ei7 PebMNfE-k
“lesus Saves”... https:/fvoutu be/ngeh ocGaby

Story Behind The Song...

William Walsham How was born in December of 1823. His father, also
narmed William, was a solicitor in Shrewsbury, England. How wentto
school inShrewsbury, Wadham College, Ooford University. After decid-
img he was not called to be a lawyer like his father and struggling in
certain dasses, he decided toattend Durham and, in 1846, gaineda
license in theclogy. InDecember of that year, he was ordained and
served at 5t. George’s in Kidderminster. During all this time, he contin-
ued with his favorite hobby of botany, sometimes even @king on more
official roles in England’s botany sodeties.

Tweo years later, he moved back to his hometown and servedin the
Abbey Church, where hemet and married his wife, Franes, and wrote
numerous poems. Heworked at several churches after leaving Shrews-
bury im 1851, some for many de@des, and others for only a handful of
years. He even became a bishop, though he hadtried toavoid the tite.
And yet, his enthusiasm lent itself to reviving the churchin some areas
and was even known as the children's bishop becawse of his love and
care for children and the poor.

During the course of his life, How wrote a great number of hymns,
poems, and a handful of prose. Mast of his hymns have long since
been forgotten, but some can still be found in hymnals today. His ser-
mons were loved by many, and he wrote a couple of commentaries
and manuals for people trying to understand the practices of the
church. In 1B5E, he penned “We Give Thee but Thine Own.” Below are
some of How's ownwords on hymins:

A hymn is essentially o form of devotion. It is o channel through which
the sou’s best and highest emaotions and aspirotiorns showld flow. A


https://youtu.be/ngeh_oc6a6Y
https://youtu.be/Ej7PebNf8-k
https://youtu.be/b7dwSEvcm_Q
https://youtu.be/zqekrzf6BkE
https://youtu.be/KBZFgwa5Xn8
https://youtu.be/AYmAGzThfmk
https://youtu.be/CIkDh8y90aI
https://youtu.be/ijm46OEP0zQ
https://youtu.be/odq_ci5WCso
https://youtu.be/OyTSxYgQBVo
https://youtu.be/40LntS-7MIQ
https://youtu.be/iuodyPY-jxo
https://youtu.be/ERupPhwFNfA
https://youtu.be/bC32kwxc99g
https://youtu.be/LTaYazX4wjc
https://youtu.be/HffKtkIVCCw
https://youtu.be/tW5HlXa9rXY
https://youtu.be/U8HYYDV49-o
https://youtu.be/rs2J6t8XS_k
https://youtu.be/rXu24fcDDMM
https://youtu.be/AvZpYHXijk8
https://youtu.be/iGD2FLL4Fec
https://youtu.be/HWzsYQqgdYc

good hymn is something ke o good prayer—simple, real, eqrmest,
and reverent. OF course, it demands some chastened beauty of ex-
pression, and sensitive choice of language. The chamm and the power
of @ good hymn depend upon subtle and delicote quaities, which are
more easily felt than andyzed. Perhaps purity of tone, admitiing no
shade of affectation or exaggeration on the one side, or of stiffness or
uncomeliness on the other, would describe the first necessary @irib-

ute of a really good hymn.

He and his wife had at least one son, and she aided How insome of
his writings. Sadly, she died in 1BEY. While visiting Ireland, he be-
came sick and died in August of 1897. He was buried at Wittington,
where he hadserved for a great number of years, leaving behind him
a legacy of song, @re for the poor, and a life devoted toserving God
and His people.

As quotedin the above, How viewed hymns as a type of devotion or
prayer, andwe will look at this ymn as such. Here, we pray some-
thing of a reflection of the Lord's prayer. There, we ask thatthe Lord
gives us for our daily bread, which we know He gives s without our
asking because He loves s (Matt 6:9-13, 7:11). But here, we
acknowledge that what we give to God is already His. “For inHim we
live and move and have our being” (Ads 17:24-28, Psa. 24:1-2). Noth-
ing we have is of curselves but mther gifts from Geod (1 Chron. 25:14,
Eph. 2:8). And as the verse above says, theyare "a trust” from God (1
Pet. 4:10). We know, as in the Lord’s prayer, thatHe will provide for
us, andsowe, in thankfulness and joy, return to God what is His,
which is everything.

Thus, recognizing that all we have is a loving gift from God, we take
care of that which He has given us. We use these to God's glory and
care for them as the precious gifs that they are, and from our Heawv-
enly Father mo less (Matt. 5:16, Jam. 1:22-27)1 50 there should be
little dispute in giving only the first fruits of what He has given us, for
as we know, all belongs to the Lord anyway. Andwe give back to our
God as gladly as He gave them to us (Matt. 10:7-8, Deut. 26:1-5).

We give thee but thine own,
whate’er the gift may be;

all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.

May we thy bounties thus

a5 stewards true receive,

and gladly, as thou blessest us,
to thee our firstiTuit give.

To comfort and to bless,
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to find a balm forwoe,
to tend the lone and fatheress

is angels’ work below.

The captive to release,

to God the lost to bring,

to teach theway of life and peac—I
tisa Christlike thing.

And we believe thy Word,
though dim our faith may be;
whate’er for thine we do, O Lord,
we doit unto thee.

The classic hymn... tps:/fyoutu.be/HR1PO5YwLo

Don't borrow trouble, Be patient and you'll soon have some of your owr.

Thet for a day:

The Back Pew - Jeff Larson

WOOOO vrogl om ALIVESS

Lol oo H&LLO’HEEﬂ J0oke



https://youtu.be/IHR1PQ5YwLo




