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“"Communicating the Love of Jesus”

Worship Hours:
Christian Growth Hour: 8:45 a.m.
Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.



Living Word Lutheran Church

Located on the West of Spicer on Chy Rd 10
in old Prairie Meadows building

PO Box 242, Mew London, MM 568273
Phone: 320-796-0742

Website: waw.livingwordlutheran.net

What we aim to do:
Make disciples for Jesus - as we go, wherever we go.

What we aim to be:
A joyful, caring, Christ-centered family of God.

Question for Pastor...

Questions About Prayer:

In a recert Bible study on the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5) 1
received several guestions about prayver. Prayer seems o be one of
those things people have lots of guestions about. Here are just a
couple gquestions and their answers.

Is it ok to talk to God when Fm walking?

The guestion comes from a sincere desire to pray in a way that is
acceptable to God. That's 3 good desire. From the time we were
young, how were most of us were instruded from parents or
grandparents or pastors or Sunday school teachers before a prayer
was offered? "Fold your hands and close your eyes.” When we hear
that before almost every prayer it's easy to getthe idea that's the
anly way we can come to God in prayer. But in fact it's not. It's
simply one way, not the only way.

I actually like the idea of talking to God while walking. It reinforces
the truth that you can (and should) talk to God amywhere, anytime. It
also reinforces the truth that you can talk to God like you would talk
to someone walking alongside of you - because He truly is "with you
always to the very end of the age.” I seemns to come easy to think of
God as "way out there somewhere” and hard to think of Him as being
someona who is close enough towalk beside you. Talking while
walking can be a good way to pray.

That's not to say that folding your hands and closing your eyes isnta
good posture for prayer. It is. Maybe, especizly good for children. It
helps us foaus our attention on God and not get distracted while
talking to Him.
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When I pray bafore bad do I need to kneef by my bad?

How many paintings or movies have you seen of where someone is
kneeling beside a bed praying? I know I've s2en more than a few.
The impression can be given that this is the only way to pray
before bed.

Kneeling while praying is a great posture for prayer. Kneeling is
naturally humbling. It's a posture that says, "I don't deserveto be
corning to you with this request. T dont deserve to be in your
Presence. I acknowledge you as my King and appreciate you
listening to me.” Humility, respect and acknowledgrment of God as
King are essential attitudes to have when we approach Him.
Kneeling can help with that, but it's never been prescribed by God
as the only posture we must have before praying - let alone
praying before bed.

Thanks for asking,
Pastor David

Send your questions to pastor@livingwordlutheran.net

Special Thank-Ofiering Can Still Be Given

God commanded the Israelites to come to the temple once a year
for a joyful celebration of the blessings God provided in the har-
vest. This harvest festival was called the Feast of Weeks.

"Then celebrate the Feast of Weeks to the LORD your God by giv-
ing a freewdl offering in proportion to the blessings the Lord yvour
God has given you. ™ Deuteronomy 16:10

In keeping with the example ofthe Israelites, on Thanksgiving Eve
we came together for a special joyful celebration of the blessings
God has provided us. We also brought special Thank-Offerings to
the Lord in proportion to the blessings He's given us this past year.

If you weren't here for the Thanksgiving worship, you can sl give
your Thank-Offering during the month of December. Please use the
"Thank-Offering” envelope and simply place it in the offering along
with your regular offering at worship. (Thank-Offerings will be ap-
plies toward our Matching Fund drive this vear.)

"But who am I and who are my people, that we showld be able to
give as generously as this? Eventhing comes rom you, and we
have given you only what comes from yvour hand.”

King David in 1 Chronicles 29:14



Upcoming Events...

ADVENT MIDWEEK DEVOTION & PRAYER SERVICE
Vednesdays, Dec. 1, 8 & 15 @ 6:30 p.m.

Take time out the first three Wednesday evenings of the month
(December 1, 8 and 15) for a time of fellowship, devotion and
prayer as a way of preparing your heart for the celebration of
Christ’s birth. We'll light the Advent wreathe and sings some
Christrras carols too (in preparation for caroling after the ser-
vice on the 15th). Please talk to Pastor if you or your study
group can provide soup and sandwich for one ofthe evenings

Schedula :
5:45 - 6:20 Soup & Sandwich Supper
B:30 - 7:00 Devotion & Prayer Service

7:00 Confirmation & Other
Regular Wednesday Evening Adivities

Children’s Christmas Program:
The Christras Program is on Sunday, December 19 @ 4pm
followwed by the Christrmas Dinner @ Spm

Fall Voters” Assembly -
Tuesday, Decerrber 7 @ 7:00
2011 Budget Approval Meeting

Bake Sale @ Kandi Mall -
THIS 5at, Dec. 11, 10am-2pm

Talk to Bonnie Hansen if you can help bake or during the sale.
Thanks!
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Sunday School News...

Check us out on facebook "Livingword Lutheran Sundayschoal
or email sundayschool.w@gmail.com to request weekly armail
updates,

Prayer for the Month:
Ah! dearest Jesus, holy Child,
Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled,
Vithin rmy heart, that it may be
& guiet chamber kept for Thee., Amen.

Memory Verse for the Month:
"For to us a child is born" Isaigh 9:6

Youstop believing in Santa Claus when you start getting clothes for Christmas.

Thot for a day
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Who Can You Invite ?

Two of the prophesies about the Messiah that God promised to
send talk of Him as being 3 "Light to the Gentiles.” People who
are living without Jesus are living in the dark - and that's no way
o lvel

Those of us who believe that Jesus is truly the "Light of the
vorld® and our only Savior have the privilege of being like
"rmirrors” - reflecting the Light of Jesus to those around us.

One great way we can reflect that Light is by a simple invitation
to friends, neighbors, relatives. Invite thern to join you for one
of our special services this Christmas. Who can you invite? Pray
about it. Ask God to give you the words and opportuniy. Then
just do it. Ask them to come with you. Offer to pick them up.
(&And if they don't take you up on your invitation,, keep praying
for them and for another opportunity to invite.)

Kids: Birthday Party for Jesus
(tentative plans for Dec. 19)

The Christrmas Program

(Sunday, December 19 @ 4pm)

(Special music, songs by the kids and the Christmas story por-
trayed by Adults for the kids)

Christrnas Dinner
(Sunday, December 19 @ Spm)

Christrmas Eve Candlelight Worship
(Dec. 24 @ 5pm)

+ The entire service is done by candlelight.
+ The Christmas Story from Luke chapter two is
interspersed with Christrmas Carols

Everyone:

Everyone:

Thank God For...

Maybe you've seen the sign board on our land, the beginning
of a sentence: "Thank God For...

Each week we'd like to change the ending of that sertence to
encourage people who drive past to remember that God is the
giver of all good things - especizlly things we take for granted.
Some things weve thanked God for this past month...

«  Freedom to Vote

«  VNeterans

« Everything
Let Pastor know how you'd complete that sentence nextweek.



Men’s Study ~ Bible & Burgers...

Tuesday, Dec 14th @ 6:00 p.m.

We interrupt our regular study for 3 one-session study, De-
cermnber 14...

“The Real 5t. Nick: Leader, Legend or Lie?

St Michalas is a character sceeped in tradition and known the
world over. Is hethe great despoiler of Christnias or the per-
secuted confessor of Christ? Is he a defender of the faith or
onewho undermines it? To a large extent we determine what
role Santa plays in our homes. In this study, Pastor Ken Klaus
of Lutheran Hour Ministries looks at the traditions and tries to
sort out the usable from that which we should discard along
with the Christrnas wrapping paper.

Please join us for this study (even if you havent before). The
Burgers are free and the truths from the Bible always satisfy
your soul.
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Mom’s Study...

9:30 Wednesday Mornings
Childcare is provided

MEW Study beginning Wednesday, December 8:

Fruit of the Spirt Study: PEACE - Cultivating Spirit-given char-
acter

Throughout the Bible, God's peace comforted people whose
lives werae in turmoil. Like a thick fog roling through a valley,
God's peace can overwhelm us, so that we see God rather
than our circumstances. God’s peace isnt the absence of
strife, but His presence in the midst of strife.

Join us Wednesdays at @:30 to learn rmore about the peace
God has for you. Childcare is provided (kids gather at 9:15 for
“adjustment time")

It is easier to get older than it is to get wiser,

Poinsettias Welcome

Everyone is welcome to bring a poinsettia plant to place
in the Sanctuary for Christmas. You may bring the plant
any time and sat it on the counter. The Altar Guild viil
take care of it and place it around the altar. Thanks!

Thot for a day
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Couples Study...

Pastor and Violet will host the Fireproof Study attheir home
on Saturday, Decernber 11 3t 6:00 p.m. Please let them know
it you are planning to attend..

FIREPRTH

Details: Couples will meet atthe Dauks’ at
6:00 for the study. After the study every-
one is sent off on 3 date. & doesn’t mat-
ter if you've been married & months or 60
years, you will find this study to be very
helpful in strengthening your marriage
and commitrnent to each other.

This month’s topic: Forgiveness - Giving
and receiving pardan

Women’s Study...

"That the World May Know"™
Faith Lessons on the Promised Land
* Exploning the Bnd Jesus walked 2000 years ago - finding refe-
vance for your e today.”
Wednesdays at noon.

"Exploring the kand Jesus walked 2000 years ago -finding rele-
vance for your life today.”

That the World May Know is a unigue video series that brings
God's Word to life with astounding relevance. By weaving to-
gether the Bible's fascinating historical, culttural, religious and
geographical contexts, Bible teacher and historian Ray Vander
Laan reveals key insights into the Scripture’s significance to
modern believers like you. The result? Iluminating "Faith Les-
sons” that will solidify your convictions, strengthen your walk
with God and inspire you to impact your world..

This past rmonth we've looked at Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount
and found that to lve like Jesus means things like...

Mot hiding our faith

The City of Gamla

Home tothe Zealot movement of Jesus’ time

Sepphotis

*crucificion city™ near where Jesus grew up in Mazareth

We'll also learn about the other Jewish religious groups of Je-
sus’ time - the Sadducees and Pharisees - and what we learn
from Jesus’ dealings with each group.



“Ler’s Read the Bible Together”

SUNDAY EVENINGS @ 6:30

o |hat E T
An opportunity to get together to simply read the Bible.

« W T have to read out lowd?
Mo. We have people who wil read out loud so, you can
just follow along in your Bible.

. e We Using  cetain Bibke?
Ve will be reading from the NIV transktion in the Today's
Light Bible

o Should T hrng my own Biie?
If you have a Bible in the NIV translation, yes. Even better
if you have a Today's Light Bible. If you dont have an NIV
Bible at home, we have Bibles here that you can use.

«  What i dont wnderstand something that 5 read. can T
Fsk questions?
One reason we are using the Today's Light Bible is that it
has introductions before and summaries after each sec-
tion. Those are designed to answer guestions that come
up and help us stick to our goal, which is simply reading
through the Bible. Pastor David will take note of other
guestions and answer thern on 2 handout the following
week.

«  hat i T can't attend every week?
If you miss you can read on your own

o Uhat age group & this geared for?
This is designed to be an inter-generational opportunity. It
would be great for families.

« ¥ childcare provided?
We can arrange for it if you need. Just let us know

«  How offen wil it be held?
Each week on Sunday evening is the plan.
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That The World May Know...

Motes from Meeting Wich District Mission & Ministry Rep.

On Monday, Movernber 29, Pastor Dave Strohschein, our Mis-
sion and Ministry Facilitator from the district office met with our
Mission and Ministry Team totalk about plans for the upcoming
vear

God is more interested in tomorrow than yesterday.

Thot for a day
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He talked about our building plans and shared with us some
information about loans from LCEF (Lutheran Church Extension
Fund}. Pastor Strohschein told us that we could gualify for a
£250,000 lozgn (but wouldn't recommend that level of debt).
Cur building committee would like to keep our monthly building
expense at (or lower) than the $1210/rmonth we currenth pay
for rent. Pastor Strohsdhein informed us that borrowing
£92,000 would give us a morthly payment (principal and inter-
est) of $600. He also told us that before we could get a loan
from LCEF we would have to demonstrate the ability to stay
current with our basic expendiures (he estimated st months of
staying current).

He challenged us with two goals:

1) Develop a plan to address the on-going struggle to stay cur-
rent on basic expenditures.

2) Develop a plan to address how to getto the point of con-
struction of a facility on the property owned by Living Word.

Living Word has been receiving mission funding from our dis-
trict since the congregation was formed in 2005, Pastor
Strohschein presented possibilities for continued mission fund-
ing for one more year: He guararteed us support of $4567.80
(an amount that has already been donated and designated for
Living Word). He informed us that he wil also request an addi-
tional $6852 to help cover the Concordia Heakh plan expenses
for Pastor Dauk. Receiving any amount over the guaranteed
£4567 .80 wil be contingent upon the pledges district receves
from its congregations. The armount of those pledges normally
isn‘t known until mid January.

Pastor Strohschein shared some words of encouragement....

He congratulzted us on "growing in the grace of giving” as
wie've gone from offerings of $1150/week in 2009 to
£1450/week this year. He mentioned that level of giving is very
good for 3 congregation of our size. He also encouraged us to
move ahead with building plans. When asked what we needed
to do to grow, he told us that we've been doing a lot of the
right things in an effort to reach out. Then he challenged us to
raise our "IQ" (our Invitation Quotient™) by having everyone
make ita priority to invite people to Bible studies, worship and
fellowship adtivities. He shared with us the challenge his former
congregation in St. Cloud faced when their building program
called for a loan of one million dollars, and members were say-
ing, "Thera’s no way we can dothat.” Pastor Strosdhein said
that admission was a good thing, because & opened the door
for God to come in and do what they couldn't. He said it re-
foaused their trust away fromthernsebes and onto God.



December - Daily Devotionals

We finsh up our readings about PRAYER then move on to PROPHESIES of CHRIST'S COMING and
gescriptions of HIS BIRTH along with RESPONSES lo HISBIRTH. God bless your reading

MNeov 28 What God Says About PRAYER - Examples from the New Testament

Mov 29 Luke 1:8-17

Mov 30 John 17-1-26

Dec1  Acts4:23-31

Dec2 Acts T:54-60

Decd Acts 12147

Decd Ephesians 3.14-21

Decs  What God Says About - PROPHESIES OF THE COMING OF CHRIST

Deck  Genesis 315

Dec? Genesis 121-3

Dec® Deuteronomy 18:14-19

Decd  Psalm 68:16-20

Dec10 Micah 52

Dec 11 Malachi 314

Dec 12 What God Says About .. PROPHE SIES OF THE COMING OF CHRIST

Dec13 Isaiah 24

Dec 14 Isawh 7:10-14

“What Does God Say About...?”

Dec 15

Dec 16

Dec 17

Dec 18

Dec 19

Dec20

Dec2i

Dec23

Dec24

Dec2s

Dec 26

Dec 27

Decza

Dec29

Dec30

Dec 31

Jan 1

|=aiah 96-7

Isarah 11:1-10

Isaiah 42:1-8

Iszigh 611-3

What God Says About . The Coming and BIRTH OF CHRIST

Luke 126-38

Luke 1:39-25

Luke 1:46=56

John 1:1-14

Luke 2:1-20

Matthew 1:18-25

What God Says About . The BIRTH of CHRIST - IT'S TIMING & RESPONSES

Galatians 4.4-T

Ephesians 1.7-10

Luke 2:21-24

Luke 2-25-35

Luke 2:36-40

Revelation 12:1-5




December 2010 - Living Word Church Calendar ol Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
5 [ 7 8 9 10 1
845 Growing in Chnist Hour T30 Mom's § 1000 - 200
Adult Forum - Prayer 900 Circuit Peace” ety Bake Sale @
Sunday Schodl Paslors @ 7.00 Vioter's Assembly | MNoon Women's Study Kehdi Mall

1000 Worship - wf Lord's Supper | Wood Lake {re-sohedulad from 11-30)
iy Emg Josus® My DR KT My £:00 Coupl

] or 5" MIg. . . ouples’

g 7:30 Elders' Team s m"n‘:g ;”“ Fireprol Study
30 “Read Bible 2gether” i G & Dauk's
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
245 Growing in Christ Hour 230 Mom's Study
Aguit Forum - Prayer Peace”
Sunday School Hoon Women's Study
00 Men's ‘Bible &
1000 Worship Burgers' Group £20 Advent Midweek
1115 Fellowship Devotion Service
“TheReal St Mok | 700 Confirmation

5730 “Read Bible 2gether™
19 20 2 2 bk 24 CHRISTMASEVE 25 CHRISTMAS DAY
g45 G in Christ Hour

Adult Forum - 930 Mom's Study

Sunday School 700 Mission & ‘Peacs”
1000 Worship wiLord's Supper Ministry Team Moon Women's Study
11:15 Fellowship .00 Candielight 200 Christrnas Day
Fr?  Birthday Party for Jesus {Enfire senvice is done
400 Christmas Program by candielight)
S:00 Christmas Dinner
Fuil Fi 28 Pt k| &} | Jan 1
845 Growing in Christ Hour 930 No Mom's Study

Adull Forum - Prayer 500 Men's‘Bible & This weak

Sunday School Burgers’ Group

) Moon No Women's Study

1000 Worship “Citizens of Two This Week
1115 Fellowship Kingdorre”
530 “Read Bible 2gethe™r
Jan 2 Jan 3 Jan 4 Jans Jan 6 EPIPHANY Jan T Jan 8
845 Grcmmi' in Christ Howr &30 Mom's Study Moon  ML-S Ministerial

Aduit Forum - Prayer Al Living Word

Sunday Schoo Mioon Women's Study
1200 Worship 5320 Senior High Study 50 Days Ablaze
11:15 Fellowship / Outreach Mig 30 ANl Stars 4 Jesus Kickoff TOMORROW

530 “Read Bible 2pether”




Upcoming Schedules...
Elders
Dec s Brady Sharp & Troy Hansen
Dec 19 Bryson VWachter & Brady Sharp
Jan 2 Jason Miller & Troy Hansen
Jan 16 Bryson Wachter & Brady Sharp
Feb 6 Jason Miller & Troy Hansen
Feb 20 Bryson Wachter & Brady Sharp
Scripture Readers
Dec s Jack Kuppich 254-8355
Dec 12 Wendy Robbin 354-9049
Dec 19 Maona Hjele 354-4315
Dec 26 Phil Tverson 3544932
Jan 2 Kewvin Welsh 796-6340
Jan 9 Carolyn Rossow 9532-738-1036
Jan 16 Gerri Wadsworth 796-2294
Jan 23 Paulette Spletter 354-7143
Jan 30 Linda Dilley 235-0235
Feb 6 Mark Fuglie 796-8975
Feb 13 Tammy Fuglie 796-0975
Feb 20 Lu Kiehm 979-0097
Feb 27 Tammy Wachter 796-6222
Usher & Greeter Schedule

Ushers Greeter

Dech
Dec1?
Dec18
Dec 26

Jan 2
Jan 9
Jan 16
Jan 23
Jan 30

Feb &
Feb 13
Feb 20
Feb 27

Filkin Grester Bonnie Hansen 798-5505

Lonny Robbin & Jack Kuppich
ark Fuglie & Yern Samuelson
Kevin & Moah Welsh

Linda Dilley & Lu Kighm

Tim Geer & Allan Fuglie

Mana Hjelle & Paulette Spletter
Brady Sharp & Wally Abraham
Jamie & Phil lversaon

Youth

Brandon Sharp

Jasan Miller & Bryson Wachter
Brian Tri & Troy Hansen
Duane Hansen & Chuck Weflen

Jack & Bryson
Laurel Iverson
Lu Kighm
Gerri & Paulette

Jack & Brysan
Laurel lversaon
Lu Kighm
Gerri & Paulette
Youth

Bryson Wachter
Laurel lverson
Lu Kighm

Gerri & Paulette

Pleaze call Bennie if

you arent able to grest on your scheduled Sunday
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Despite the high cost of living, it remains popular.

Thot for a day
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Fellowship Servers

Dec s Tammy Wachter / Sarah Miller

Dec 12 Lu Kiehrn / Monz Hjelle

Dec 19 Laurel Iverson / Violet Dauk

Dec 26 Lindz Dilley / Bonnie Hansen

Jzn 2 Marcia Welsh / Pam Johnson

Jzn 9 Wendy Robbin / Stacy Olson

Jan 16 Mancy Jo Wendt / Tammy Fuglie

Jzn 23 Tamrmy Wachter / Sarah Miller

Jan 30 Youth

Feb & Lu Kiehm / Mona Hjelle

Feb 13 Laurel Iversan / Violet Dauk

Feb 20 Lindz Dilley / Bonnie Hansen

Feb 27 Marcia Welsh / Pam Johnson

Acolyte

Dec s Grace Geer

Dec 12 Michelle Johnson

Dec 19 Matthew Tri

Dec 26 Jacob Beeler

Jan 2 Grace Geer

Jan 9 Michelle Johnson

Jan 16 Matthew Tri

Jan 23 Caleb Beeler

Jan 30 ++ Acolyte Needed

Feb & Grace Geer

Feb 13 Michelle Johnson

Feb 20 Matthew Tri

Feb 27 Jacob Beeler

Children’s Church Schedule

Decs Emity Fuglie 70E-8975
Dec 12 Mikaylz Geer & Hzlee Lucas

Dec 19 Carolyn Rossow 09532-738-103¢6
Dec 26 Mariah Welsh 796-6840
Jan 2 Joe Johnsan 354-3545
Jzn 9 Kasey Mieland 354-2036
Jan 16 Mana Hjele 334-4315
Jzn 23 Emity Fuglie 70E-8975
Jan 30 Mikayla Geer & Halee Lucas



Feb & Carolyn Rossow 0952-738-1036
Feb 13 Marizh Welsh 796-6840
Feb 20 Joe Johnson 354-3545
Feb 27 Kasey Mieland 354-2036
Meal Deliveries

Meal Makers Meal Takers
Decermber Monz Hjelle Maonz Hjelle

Jamie Iverson Bryson VWachter

Page 16

Packages ior (ollege...

Our youth will be collecting "college survival” tems to include
in packages they will send to Living Word members who are

attending college. Members are encouraged to help out with

this collection by bringing things lke:

« packaged cookies s newspapers
« gum « ramen noodles
«  stamps « grzham crackers
» ot chooolate » candy
«  heefjerky « jokes
« ctationary » cnacks
« fravelsize toiletries

You could eventoss in gift cards for places like Target or
Wal-Mart, etc.... Place your tems in the collection boxes in
back of church. Thanks so much for your help !

11:09... (set the alarm on your cell phone)

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY AT 11:09 EVERYDAY
(inspired by Luke 11:9: "So I s3y to you, Ask and & wil be
given to youy Seek and vouw wil find: Knock and the door will
be gpened to you’)

Remember to take a time-out to be "impudent” and PRAY for
things like...

+ God to prepare your heart for Christ to come to you daily
+ God to open hearts at Chriskmas that have been closed to
Him

+ Safe travel for everyone in the winter weather

+ For increased trust that God will continue to provide

+ For those who have recenthy lost loved ones

Christmas is a race to see which gives out first - your money or your feet,

Thot for a day

Just For Fun...
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A Special Season

They help us celebrate:

1 2 3 4 5 & 7 B 9 10

numbered spaces above,

Bt T p—

Here are symbols and signs of a special season.

11 12 13

Write the name of cach picture on the spaces below it. Write
the lettors from the numbened circles in the matching

December Discipleship Verse...

Peace”

For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given,
and the goverrnmment will be on His shoulders.
And He will be called Wonderfid Cowpselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
[saiah 2:6



Inspirational Story...

Once upon atime, there was a man who looked upon Christrmas
as a3 lot of hurnbug. He wasn't a Scrooge. He was a very kind and
decent person, generous to his farnity, upright in all his dealings
with ather men. But he didn't believe all that stuff about an incar-
nation which churches proclaim at Christmas. And he was too
honestto pretend that he did.

"I am truby sorry to distress you,” he told his wife, who was a
faithful churchgoer, "but I simply cannot understand this claim
that God becarme man. It doesn't make any senss to me.”

On Christrnas Bve, his wife and children went to church forthe
midnight service. He declined to accompany them. "T'd feel ke 3
hypocrice,” he explained. "T'd mudh rather stay at home. But Tl
wak up for you."

Shorth after his family drove away in the car, snow began to fall.
He went to the window and watched the flurries getting heavier
and heavier.

"If we rmust have a Christmas,” he reflecied, "it's nice to have a
white one."

He went backto his dhair by the fireside and began to read his
newspaper, & faw minutes later, he was startled by a thudding
sound. Itwas quickly followed by another, then another. He
thought that sormeone rmust be throwing snow balls at his living
roorm window.

When he went to the front door to investigate, he found a flock
of birds huddled miserably in the snow. They had been caught in
the stormy, and in a desperate search for sheker had tried to fly
through his windows.

I can't et those poor creatures lie there and freeze, he thought
But how can I help therm?

Then he remembered the barn where the children's pony was
stabled. Itwould provide a warm shelter. He quickly put on his
coat and galoshes and tramped through the deepening snow to
the barn. He opened the doors wide and turned on the light. But
the birds didn't corme in.

Food wil bring them in, he thought. So he hurried back to the
house for bread crurrbs, which he sprinkled on the snow to make
a trail into the barn. To his dismay, the birds ignored the bread
crumbs and continued to flop around helplessly in the snow. He
tried shooing them into the barn by walking around and waving
his arms. They scattered in every direction - except into the
warm, lighted barn.
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Christmas is not a date, It is a state of mind & heart,

Thot for a day
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"They find rme a strange and terrifying creature,” he said to him-
self, "and I can't seem to think of any way to let therm know they
can trust me. If only 1 could be a bird myself for a few minutes,
perhaps I could lead thermnto safeby.”

Just at that moment, the church bells began to ring. He stood
silerthy fora while, listening to the bells pealing the glad tidings
of Christrmas. Then he sankto his knees in the snow.

"Mow I understand,” he whispered. "Mow I see why you had to
do k.

E-Mail Humor...

Ssometimes women are overly suspicious of their husbands.

When Adam stayed out very late for a few nights, Eve became
upset.

"You're running around with other women,” she charged.

"You're being unreasonable,” Adam responded. "You're the anlby
woman on earth.”

The guarrel continued until Adam fel asleep, only to be awak-
ened by sormeone poking him in the chest. & was BEve. "What do
you think you're doing?" Adam dermanded.

"Counting your ribs," said Eve.

Midterm Exam

The professor of 3 graduste-school class included a huge
amount of material on the midterm exam. As tension in the
room buitt, people were sighing and gasping aloud.

The following week the professor tossed the graded papers on
her desk and announced, "Class, after I left here last week, the
Lord spoke to me. He said, 'Thanks, professor. I haven't heard
from some of those people in years!™

Generous Giver

& teenager was sitting in church, and when the collection plate
was passed around, he quickly pulled a dollar bill from his
pocket and dropped it in.

Just then, the person behind him tapped him on his shoulder
and handed hirn a $20 bill. The boy smiled, placed the $20 in
the plate, and passed it on, admiring the man's generosity.

Then the boy fel: another tap from behind and heard a whis-

per:"Son," the man said, "that was your $20 bill that had fallen
out of your pocket."



E-Mail Wisdom... (received via e-mail)
THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS LIKE GRAVITY!

« -Gravity affeds everybody regardless of who you are.
"Every knee shall bow and every tongue conffess that Jesus
Farist & Lond” (Philippians 2:10-11, paraphrase).

« -Gravity is what & 5. Its impact on human beings is de-
pendent on how they treat . T am whe Tam” (Exodus
3:14).

« -Gravity does not change. T & Lorg do not change”
(Malachi 3:6; see also Hebrews 13:8 & Psalm 89:34).

« -Gravity affeds everybody regardless of what you believe
about it. “For there i no parti@lity wih God " (Romans
2:11)

« -Gravity exists despie s invisible nature. "God & Soid”
(John 4:24).

« -Gravity is understood by its evidences. "Thatwhich &
Ao about God & evident within thery for God made it
evident to them. For since the creation of the wonld His
invisthie attrbutes, Hi eternal power and divine nature
have bean dearly seen, being understood through what He
has made, so that they are without excuse "(Romans 1:19-
20, bold mine.

Muost people have no greater knowledge of gravity than the
awareness that when they jump up, they come back down.
These folks live their entire lives with 3 general disregard of its
power and affect...accept when they are in danger of falling.

There are a few however (very few), who spend their entire
lives studying gravity, they have an intimate awareness of i,
and their relationship to it. It is their expertise and sacrifice
that has enabled rman towalk on the moon.™

Such is the Kingdom of God.

*Man first waked on the moon more than 41 years ago in 1965, Way more
than 3% of us have no technical dea how it was possible. Today n fact,
soms believe twas all 2 hoax, That # never actusly happened.. but it d?
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He who has no Christmas in his heart will never find Christmas under a tree,

\We appreciate your kids not using the Early Childhood
Family Education and Cub Kids toys that are in the gym
storage area and area outside our classrooms. Thanks.

Thot for a day
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Thanks...

Thanks for the Cookies...
Cookie Bakers from Living Word,

Thank you so rmuch for your donation of cookies to "Operation
Chocolate Chip Cookies.” With your help we were able to ship
over 1800 pounds of cookies on a troop transport to Afghani-
stan. &l together our community donated over a ton of cook-
ies, It was all successful because people like you heeded the
cal. Thank You! Thank You!

Becky VWest, President Unit #537
Arnerican Legion Auxiliary
Mew London, MM

Thanks for the Shoeboxes...
... For Operation Christrmas Child. We collected 13 boxes filled
with the love of Jesus. Thank You!

Thanks for the Batteries...
/e the people atthe Senior Dining Site in Spicer do thank you
for blessing us with batteries for our smoke detedors.

Signed: Gerri Wadsworth, Lil Sluka, Leland Kallevig, Dorothy
Schwandt, Hazel Allen, Hallis Matson, Rena Hermann, Arlene
Lindstrand, Bert Gronli, Bob Taylor, Harriette Peterson, Blanche
E Larson, Phylis Allen, Irene Brecke, Doris Chase

“50 Days Ablaze” In January...

& Congregation-wide, srmall-group program (similar to 40 Days
of Purpose that we held several years ago)

50 Days Ablaze is designed to get everyone focused on the
same thing at the same time (reaching out with the love,

power and forgiveness of Jesus) through” fﬂh

1) Daily devotions
2} Weekly small group studies
3) Weekly worship services N

\We still need more people to volurteer to host a small group
study (at your home or other place of your choice). We ak-
ready have 4 small group leaders lined up!

Please talk to Pastor David or elder Bryson Wachter if you can
help in any of these ways. Thanks!



Story Behind The Song...

"0 Come, 0 Come Emanuel”

Al this took place to iR wihat the Lord had said through the

prophet: "The vigin wil conceive and give bith to 3 son, and

they will calf fam Imvnanue!” (which means "God with us™).
Matthew 1:22-23

"0 Come, O Come Emanuel” is 3 song that bridges the sea-
sons of Advent and Christmas. In fact, in sorme hymnals this
song is listed in the "Advent” section and in others it is listed
in the "Christmas” section. The hymn, of Latin origin in the
twelfth certury, is one of oldest that we sing.

It was originally used in the fturgy of the church in medieval
times as a series of antiphons - short musical statements sung
for the vespers ("evening™} prayer services the week prior to
Christrnas Eve. Each of the antiphons begins with the plea for
the Messizh to come using a different title by which He is re-
ferred in the Scriptures

The antiphons of the song were transfated from Latin into
English by John M. Meal {1818-1866)LMr. Meal was co-founder
of the Society of Saint Margaret, an order within the Anglican
Church dedicated to nursing the sick. He also wrote original
texts that became the wel-known Christrmas carols Good King
Wenceslas and Good Christian Men Rejoice.

The melody for the verses is also of ancient origin - possib by
dating backto the 8th century. It is based on one of the earli-
est forms of sacred melody known as Chant or Plainsong.

0 come, O come Immanuel,

And ransom captive Israel

That mourns in lonely exile here.
Until the son of God appear.

Chorus:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel
shall come to thee O Israel.

0 come Thou Lord of Might,

who to Thy tribes on Sinai's height
In ancient times didst give the law
in cloud and majety and awe.

0 come O Rod of Jesse free
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
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Thot for a day: Do not believe in miracles...rely on them.
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From depths of hell Thy people save,
And bring them vict'ry o'er the grave

0 come Thou Day-spring come and cheer
our spirits by Thine Advent hera

0 drive away the shades of night

and pierce the clouds and bring us light

0 come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heavenly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.

We wil have special music for our Christmas Program on
Decerrber 19 and for our Christmas Eve Worship. We'll be

Il be after worship.

Behold). . follow

2[a)

ancl dat angel Of ca Lord showed up LO
ice fishermen walchin® oar ines by mnight
Doncha—Know . 2

Mirrresrs npernarnconial Versiom




