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Living Word Lutheran Chureh

Located on the West of Spicer on Cty Rd 10
in old Prairie Meadows building

PO Baox 242, New London, MM 56273
Phone: 320-796-0742

Website: www livingwordlutheran. net

What we aim to do:
Make disciples for Jesus - as we go, wherever we go.
What we aim to be:
A joyful, caring, Christ-centered family of God.

Questions for Pasior...

Questions about angels...

We've been taking a look at what the Bible says about angels
in our Wednesday noon Bible study. One thing we've found
{over and over) is that many popular ideas about angels are
not biblical. In other words many of these popular ideas are
born from Hollywood scripts or people’s imaginations, but not
grounded in truth. Like the idea that people become angels
when they die. The Bible is clear that angels are angels and
people are people. Angels may from time to time temporarily
take on human form, but people will never become angels. If
we are human now, we will be human in eternity.

Question One: Do angels have wings?

Yes and no. Whenever the Bible uses the term “angel” to
describe the spirit-beings that serve God, it never refers to
them as having wings. Onthe other hand, the Bible does
depict both the cherubim and seraphim as having wings. The
cherubim and seraphim are spiritual beings that appear to have
been granted the most trusted positions in the King's (God's)
court, but they are never specifically called “angels.” (And if the
picture that comes to mind when you hear the word “cherub” is
that of a chubby-cheeked toddler with wings, you might want to
check out Ezekiel chapter one for the accurate - but not nearly
as cute - picture of them

Question Twao: Do people have guardian angels?
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Guarding/protecting/rescuing is definitely a function of
angels that we see quite often in the Bible. A couple of well-
known instances are found in Daniel 3 and Daniel & where
angels protected Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the
fiery furnace and Daniel in the lion's den. The cherubim
also are seen guarding - not people, but the tree of life and
the throne of God.

Psalm 91:11-12 specifically talks about God sending his
angels to guard and protect. Acts 12:12-16 is one passage
that hints at the idea of each person having a “guardian”
angel. In this case the person is Peter. And in Matthew
18:10 Jesus' comment about angels and little children is
also taken to indicate the possibility of specific angels
assigned to guard specific people. Athough both of these
passages hint at the idea of specific “guardian” angels
assigned to specific people, neither passage proves that
idea.

There are some things we can say with certainty about
angels and their guarding/protecting/rescuing function:

* (God does send angels in answer to prayer.

»  (Guarding/protecting/rescuing is one of many ways
angels are sentto serve believers  [God knows exactly
what we need angels to do for us in any situation_}

« They have the power to rescue us from any situation or
from any evil.

»  They don't save us from every bad situation or
consequence. God sees the “hig picture” and knows when
rescuing best serves His eternal purpose for us and when it

doesn't.

One writer summed up by saying, “These [Bible] verses do
naot prove that every believer has a guardian angel at all
times, but they do prove that God will use these guarding
angels for that purpose when and where He sees fit.”

Thanks for asking,
Pastor David

Send your questions to pastor@livingwordlutheran.net



The Story Behind the Hymn...

In our Tuesday noon study we've recently been looking at
the stories behind some of the popular hymns. It always
makes singing them more meaningful when you know
what Bible passages they are based on and what went
into the writing.

One story in particular caught me by surprise: The story
behind the popular hymn /i the Garden. This hymn is not
one to come out of the Lutheran tradition, so we don't find
in our hymnals and thus, don't sing very often. In fact, |
can't remember using i in worship - ever. | do remember
that /n the Garden was a favorite of my mom's and |
would hear her sing it around the house from time to time.
| always figured it was just some sentimental song written
by someone who enjoyed gardening, and who just wrote
about a vague sense of God's presence while out weed-
ing the tomatoes. Boy was | wrong! The song is actually
guite biblical and, even though it isn't considered an
Easter song, that's what it's all about:

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark,
Mary Magdalene went fo the tomb and saw that the stone
had been removed from the entrance. [2] So she came
runming fo Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one
Jesus loved, and said, "They have taken the Lord out of
the tomb, and we dort know where they have put him!”. ..

[10] Then the disciples went back to their homes, [11]
but Mary stood cutside the fomb crying. As she wept, she
bent over fo look info the tomb [12] and saw two angels in
white, seafed where Jesus' body had been, one at the
head and the other at the foot.

[13] They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?”

"They have takern my Lord away, " she sard, "and [ don't
know where they have put him." [14] At this, she turmed
around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did nof re-
alize that t was Jesus.

[15] "Woman,” he said, "why are you crying? Who is i
you are looking for?”
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Rely on them.

Thot for a day: Do notbelieve in miracles...
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Thinking he was the gardener, she said, "Sir, if you
have carmed him away, tell me where you have put him,
and [ will get him.”

[16] Jesus said fo her, "Mary.”

She turmed toward him and cried out in Aramaic,
"Rabbomi!” (which means Teacher].

[17] Jesus said, "Do not hold on fo me, for [ have not yet
refurned fo the Father. Go instead fo my brothers and tell
them, | am returning to my Father and your Father, to my
God and your God." "

[18] Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the
news: "I have seen the Lord!” And she fold them that he
had said these things fo her.  John 20:1-210-18

The hymn writer, C_ Austin Miles, recounted that he had
been reading the above passage and had a vision that he
was part of the scene - a silent witness to the interaction of
Mary and Jesus (‘the gardener”). He states, “Under the
inspiration of this vision | wrote - as quickly as the words
could be farmed - the poem exactly as it has since ap-
peared. That same evening | wrote the music.”

The song really has nothing to do with tomatoes and a
vague sense of God's presence. It has everything to do
with the very real, touchahble presence ofthe Risen Lord
and Mary Magdalene's encounter with him.

We need your talents for Easter...
+ Singing in a chair (familiar songs) -
+ Singing a solo or duet -
+ Playing music (whatever your instrument)
+ Doing readings -
+ Drama (short sketches) -
We’ll practice songs after worship during March.




E-Mail Humor...
(...or is it really wisdom?)

Last week, | took my children to a restaurant. My six-year-
old son asked if he could say grace. As we bowed our
heads he said, "God is good, God is great. Thank you for
the food. and | would even thank you more if Mom gets
us ice cream for dessert. And Liberty and justice for alll
Amen!” -

Along with the laughter |
from the ather custom-
ers nearhy, | heard a
waoman remark, "That's
what's wrong with this
country. Kids today
dont even know how to &
pray. Asking God for
ice cream! Why, |
never!”

Hearing this, my son
burst into tears and
asked me_ "Did | do it wrong? |s God mad at me?”

As | held him and assured him that he had deone aterrific
job, and God was certainly not mad at him, an eldery
gentleman approached the table. He winked at my son
and said, "l happen to know that God thought that was a
great prayer”

"Really?" my son asked.
"Cross my heart,” the man replied.

Then, in a theatrical whisper, he added (indicating the
woman whose remark had started this whole thing), "Too
bad she never asks God for ice cream A little ice cream is
good for the soul sometimes "

Maturally, | bought my kids ice cream at the end of the
meal_ My son stared at his for a moment, and then did
something | will remember the rest of my life. He picked
up his sundae and. without a word, walked over and
placed it in front of the woman_ With a big smile he told
her, "Here, this is for you. Ice cream is good for the soul
sometimes: and rmy soul is good already.”

Il"-gn (]

Does yourtrain of thought have a caboose?

Thoet for a day
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God Knows My StHuation...

During Lent read daily Lenten devotions online at:
http:/{lwww.lentendevotions.net/




Opporiunifies for Growth...

Today's Light Bible Reading
(See the schedule of readings on pages 14 & 15 in this
Newsletter |

Parenting Young Children

Sunday mornings @ 8:45

A special class for parents of pre-school through 47 grade
children

Confirmation - Wednesday evenings
6:45 Confirmation studies (after Lenten worship)

Tuesday Noon Bible Study
Stories behind favaorite hymns:

Arything is more meaningful when you know the story be-

hind it. YWe take a look at the Bible passages and life-
situations that prompted the writing of some of the favorite
hymns.  Just a sample of the ones we will look at:

»  How Great Thou Art

« A Mighty Fortress

« Jesus, Savior Pilot Me
»  Amazing Grace

We gather at noon and share a light lunch and study.
Please join us.

Wednesday NOON study:
“AMNGELS

Some topics we will cover in this study during March:
« Watching and Coemmunicating Angels

Angels and Jesus

Evil Angels today

Angels and believers today

On Judgement Day and in eternity

Join us and bring a friend.

Sunday Morning Study

Please join us at 900 for the Sunday Forum Topic

Faith Under Fire . “A Mew Kind of Faith”

We finish Faith Under Fire study this month. and will ad-
dress these topics on the relevance of Christ for today's
society
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Thot for a day: Don'tbother me. I'm living happily ever after.
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»  How should Christians respond to unbiblical laws?

» Does the Bible require us to submit to all ruling au-
thaories?

Time for a New God 7

How are we “changing God” to fit our society?

Is Christianity Arrogant ?

Jesus claimed to be the only way -that doesn't fiy in
a post-modern world where nothing is absolute.

Men's Study: “Mo Ordinary Men™

“What's the Point?
- A study of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount

IMeets the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of February at 6:30

All Stars 4 Jesus (1-6th Grades)
{And confirmation helpers)
This Wed (March 4) at 6:45 (after Lenten Woarship)

Lutheran Women's Missionary | eague
Meets the 2nd Thurs,@ 7-00 pm

Youth (7-12 Grades)

Meetings:
«  Wednesday, Marnch 4,
{during Lenten supper).

«  Wednesday, March 25 from 5:00 - 555
{ during Lenten supper)

from 5:00 - 555

Last manth:
We mailed out “Care Packages™to college students.

Upcoming Events:
Sunday, March 29:  Participate in Waorship

WED., APRIL 1: FUNDRAISER AT PIZZA RANCH
Proceeds used to send youth to 2010 Mational Y outh
Gathering in Mew Orleans, as well as for other events

prior to that time.

Schedule on April 1:

4:00-9:00 YOUTH - serve by bussing tables and
clean up

5:00 - 8:00 EVERYOME - attend the Buffet fund-raiser.



Upeoming Sehedules...

If you aren't able to serve an your Sunday, please call someaone

and switch with them. Thanks!
Scripture Readers

[Mar 1 Tammy Fuglie
Mar & Lu Kiehm

Mar 15 Janet Towner
Mar 22 Tammy Wachter
Mar 29 Youth

Aprs Duane Hansen
Apr1z Scott Wachter
Apr18 Bryson Wachter
Apr 26 confirmand

May 3 Jack Kuppich
May 10 Tris Mische

May 17 VWendy Robbin
May 24 Mana Hijelle
May 31 Youth

Fellowship Servers

Mar 1 Linda Dilley
Iar 8 Bonnie Hansen
Mar 15 Wendy Robbin
Mar 22 Mancy Jo Wendt
Mar 29 Yaouth

Apra Cianna Peterson
Apr1z Easter Breakfast
Apr18 Fam Johnson
Apr 26 Laurel Iversan
May 3 Elaine Abraham
May 10 Tammy Fuglie
May 17 Janet Towner
May 24 Mana Hijelle
May 31 Y outh

Usher & Greeter Schedule

Ushers

Janet Towner/Linda Dilley
Troy Hansen/Bryson Wachter

Mar 1
[ar

T96-6975
a79-0097
444-M125
ToE-6222

TO6-5605
T96-6222
894-6378

254-8355
354-0045
354-09048
354-4315

235-0235
T96-5605
354-9049
354-2398

354-5247

354-3545
354-4932

354-2615
796-6975
444-0125
3544315

Greeter

Lu
Laurel
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Thot for a day: Even worse than raining cats and dogs is hailing taxicabs.
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Mar 15  Mana Hjelle! Pam Johnson
Mar 22 Jamie Iverson/Lonny Rabbin
Mar 29 Youth

Aprs  Charlie & Heather Carver

Apr 12 (EasterlDuane Hansen/Chuck Weflen

Apr19 Jason MillerMark Fuglie

Janet
Yiolet
Youth

Lu
Laurel
Janet

Apr 26 (confirmation) Kevin WelshiJack Kuppich Violet

May 3 Wally Abrahami/Brady Sharp
May 10 Joe Johnson / Anthony Dauk
May 17 Troy Hansen/Bryson Wachter
May 24 Janet Towner/Linda Dilley
May 31 Youth

Acolyte

far 1 Moah Welsh

[Mar 8 Michelle Johnson

[Mar 15 Phil lverson

Mar 22 Mikayla Geer

[Mar 29 Youth

Apra Moah YWelsh

Apr1z Michelle Johnson

Apr19 Phil lverson

Apr 26 Mikayla Geer

May 2 Moah Welsh

IMay 10 Michelle Johnson

[May 17 Phil lverson

May 22 Mikayla Geer

[May 29 Yaouth

NEW: Children’s Church Schedule
[ar 1 Becca Dauk

[ar & Emily Fuglie

Mar 15 Joe Johnson

Mar 22 kasey Mieland

[dar 29 Mona Hjelle

Lu

Laurel
Janet
Viaolet
Youth

Mareh Diselpleship Verse...

And do not forget to do good and
to share with others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased.

Hebrews 13:16



March 2009 - l.ivi_ng Word Church Calendar of Eventis

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Fridav Saturday
March 1 2 3 4 5 [ T
B:45 Growingin Christ Hour HOON Bible Study Hoon Study:  Angels
Adult Forum - Circult Pastors’ @ Geneva Dlson’s 11:00 Bridal Shower
Faikh Under Frre Conference Favorite Hymn study | S000-5:45 Supper For Ashley Ravelng
Sunday School 500 Youth Mesting - Bride-eled of
E:00 Lenten Worship Troy Hansen
10:00 WorshipwiLond's Supper
11:15 Fedloaship 630 Men's Study
Easter Choir Praciice B30 Al Stars 4 Jesus
g 8 10 11 12 13
845 G in Christ Hour NOON Bible St Hoon . -1 !
mmum - @ Geneva é?lsm‘:- . 700 Elders’ Team G100 1
Faith Under Fire LWL Progressive Supper <K
Sunday School 5:00-5:45 Supper
10:00 Worship 600  Lemen Worship
11:15 Fellowship
&:X Confirmaton
Outreach Teammtg after f-ship
15 16 LI 18 195 20
845 Growang in Christ Hour NOON Bible Study Hoon Study: Angels 700 Mission &
Adult Forum - ﬁ @ Geneva Olson's Ministry Team
Fath Under Fre il 5:00.5:45 Supper
Sunday School ; 600 Lenten Worship
1EWFWW'HMSSUDW I.IJ S
1115 Fellowship ves ; s Study
Easter Choir Practice l?ht ll;'?ﬁh E:X Confimmation
22 23 24 25 i 27 i
Hoon Study:  Anpeis
845 Growing in Christ Hour HOON Bible Study
Adult Foum - @ Geneva Olsons | 5:00-5:45 Supper
Faith Under Fire 500 Youth Meeting
Sunday School
10:00 Worship 60 Lenten Worship
11:1% Fellowship 6:30  Confimmation
29 Youth Lead Wership 30 k| April 4 April 2 Apil 3 April 4
B45 Growang in Christ Hour B:30 HOON Bible Study Hoon Study:  Angels
Adult Forum - Circuit Pastors” @ Geneva Olson's
Faith Under Fire Conference @ 5:00 Youth Fundriser {@
Sunday School Linang Word Pizza Ranch in
10:00 Worship Willimar
11115 Fellowship
Easter Choir Practice
5:00 Hew Neighbor Visits




Mareh - 1 5-Minutes-A-Day Today’s Light Devotfional Readings

TODAY'S LIGHT BIBLE READING PROGRAM: \e fnish Erekiel then move to Daniel and begin the War 18 Danigl 2:1-48 (21-13.2445)

Gospel of John in time for Hoby Week

Mar1  Use thetime today to worship and catch up on any readings you missed Mar 19 Daniel 3:1-4:37 (3:1-30)

Mar2 Ezekdiel 22:1-2349 2224-31) Har20 Danlel 5:1-31 (51-12,22.31)

Mar3 Ezekid 24:1-27 (24:1-14) Mar21 Danisl&:128 (61-23)

Mar4 Ezekiel 25:1-2T.36 @7:1-11,3%28 ar 22 Usethe time today to worship and catch up on any readings you missed
Mar5 Ezekel 28:1-26 (28:1-10) War23 Daniel 7:1-8:27 @127

Mart Ezekled 29:1-3232 2118 Mar 24 Daniel 3:1-27 @115

Mar7 Ezekiel 33:1-3431 £4:11-21) Har25 Danigl 1011213 (11361213

Mar 26 Zephamah 1:+-2:15 (118

Mard Use thetime today to worship and catch up on any readings you missed

Kar 27 Zephanizh 3.1-20 (2520}

Mar9 Ezeldel 35:1-3638 (3%:21-38)

Mar 28 Hagga 1:1-2223 (2148

Mar 10 Ezekied 37:1-3329 (37:1-14)

lar 20 Usethe time today to worship and catch up on any readings you missed
Mar 11 Ezekiel 40:1-4220 (4114}

Mar30 John112:25  (1:29:51)

Mar 12 Ezekied 43:1-27 (431412

Mar31 John3:1-36 (3121}

Mar13 Ezeklet 44:1-31 (44115

Apr1 John4:1-54 (2142

Mar 14 Ezekiel 45:1-4824 (46115

Apr2  JohnS16T1 Ex-t8)

Kar 15 Use the time today to worship and catch up on any readings you missed

Apr3d  John7:1-8:58 (7:37-53)

Mar 16 Ezekiel 4T:1-4835  (471.42)

Aprd  John9:1-10:42 ()

Mar 17 Danied 1:1-21  (11-7,97-21)




A Minute for Your Marriage...

“Sacrifice” is a major theme ofthe Lenten season. It's
also a major requirement in love. Jesus demonstrated
His love for us by sacrificing His life taking the
punishment for all of our selfishness.

YWhat kind of sacrifice can you make for your spouse
these next 40 days? If you aren't sure, try this: Ask him
or her. 'l bet your spouse will be able to think of some
sacrifices yvou can make.

And remember, don't quit making that sacrifice after
Easter comes. Use Lent to get into the habit of making
that sacrifice for the rest of your life
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A Minuie for Parenis...

Lent is traditionally a time for giving “alms-giving” (doing
or giving something to help someone in need). Talk to
your kids about a project that you can work on together.

And when they ask why you want to do it, you can tell
them something like, “It's just a small way that we can
follow the example of what Jesus did for us.” You can
also dig out your Bible and read the passage in John
chapter 13 where Jesus washed the disciples feet and
then told them that He had set them an example that
they should follow. The example of serving others

New on the websife...

Mow you can direct interested people and potential do-
nors to our wehsite for more information on the status of
our new building project.

Go to http:/hwwwlivingwordlutheran.net/update.htm
VWe even have the capabhilities to take donations online
via PayPal

Don't forget that you can find all the latest church news
and information at www livingwordlutheran.net

Forbidden fruit creates many jams.

Thot for a day:

Just For Fun...

|

LOOK IT UP!

All the answers to this quiz are in the Bible,
Write the first letter of each answer in the box then read
something amazing about Jesus.

First book of the Bible

The name of Moah's father,
Genesis 5:25

What Jacob peured
on o stone?
benesis 28:18

Who did Isooc morry?
L Senesiz 25:20

What did Aaren burn?
Expdus 30:18

Who was the brother
of Kenaz?
Jeshua 15:17

Which ety did
Abrom come frem?
Genesis 15:7

How many good cows
came out of the river?

Mame the judge in the
book of Judges 3:31

‘Who was the first man
ever fo sin? Genesis 12:6

Anather word for
"deer meat” Genesis 25:28

Who was Jeseph sold to?
Genests I7:27

The first onimal mentioned
Im Expadus 20:17

Whe was Bezaleel the
san of ? Exodus 31:2

What colour was Esou when
he wos born? Genesis 25125

W The
ple

Genesis 41:2

sy W
1400 & ot 0 B

')

wers: o o?
n“.;nd otk Lé; %
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No-one can hide from God. He sees us wheraver
we are, and He knows what we are deing and
thinking and saying. Nothing is hidden from God
who loves us dearly.

gy
S




Upeoming Eventis...

Lenten Devotion Worship -

Each Wednesday (except April 1)
Supper from 5:00 - 5:45 Worship at 6:00

Thanks ta yaur input we have scheduled the midweek Lenten
services at 6:00. Various groups from the congregation will
take tums serving supper from 5:00 - 545 With this schedule,
you can come just as you are” from waork, We'll fix you sup-
per, so vou don't have to waorry about that. You'll have a

chance toworship and still be home early in the evening.

These Midweek services will be shorter services of prayer and
devotion (about 20 minutes). Each devotion will focus ona
passage from the book of Jonah. Confimmation classes will
start at 6:45 after warship and be finished by 7:45.

Palm Sunday [ Easter Choir Practice -
Sundays after worship We meet afterworship to practice
sangs for Haly Weelk.

Eridal Shower: Saturday. March 7

A Bridal Shower honorng Ashley Raveling, bride-elect of Troy
Hansen will be held here at Living Woard at 11:00 am. an Sat-
urday, March 7. Everyone is invited!

Progressive Supper -
Friday, March 13, G.00pm

The Progressive supper is always a fun event and greatway
to get to know some of the peaple in the church. We travel
from home to home and eat one course of a meal at each
place. The Main Course will be at church with Dessert @
Dauks'. Hosts are still needed for the appetizer. See Laurel
Iverson if you can host.

Youth Fundraiser @@ Pizza Ranch -

Wednesday, April 1

The Fundraiser runs during the evening buffet time (5:00-
2:00% Youth from Living Word will bus tables and receive tips.
Funds earned will be used for spedal events as well as for the
2010 Mational Youth Gathering in Mew Orleans. Flease mark
your calendar and tell your friends.
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If God brings wou to it, He will bring yvou through it.

Thot for a day:
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The Last Move...

They say there is a painting of a chess game called
“The Last Maove " The devil is shown grinning at a
young man who is sweating. The youth had gambled
with the devil for the joys of the world, and on the nesxt
rmove he would lose the game and his life. "The Last
Move."

One day a famous chess champion
studied the picture. Then he said, "l
make the young man's move for

him_ " They set up a chess board ex-
actly as t was in the picture. He then
made a move which the artist had not =
seen as possible. The devil lostthe
game

If such a chess champion had come
to save the young man, not in the

. mm—

picture, but in real life. do you think the young man
would ever forget such a savior?

A much greater CHAMPION saved you when your
game was lost and your number was up. It cost Him His
life. Areyou remembering Him? How often do you ac-
knowledge that in your life by your words and attitude?
What can you do to change that?

"Iy lips will shout for joy when | sing praise to you - |,
whom you have redeemed” (Psalm 71:23).

A Quieck Quia...

What costs $3,000,000, is over in 30 seconds, and it
rmay not be rermembered the next morming. It's a Super
Bowl commercial. How many of them can you remember?
How many caused you to do anything other than laugh for
a couple seconds?

What costs more than all the money in the world, will
never be aver, and will be remembered for all eternity.
It's vour salvation. How can you show God that yvou re-
member? YWhat lasting effect has that had on your life?
"You were redeemed... with the precious blood of Chiist
a Lamb without blemish or defect” (1 Peter 1:18-19).



Lenien Projeets...

Lenten Service Project
‘Care Package” ltems for Deployed Military Personnel

Blue Star Mothers - Willmar Chapter 1 mails “care pack-
ages” totroops deployed inwar zones. During the
Lenten Season we will help them collect tems like ...

Snacks: P

Beef Jerky

Muts

Raisins

Granocla Bars
Microwave Popcorn
Hard Candy
Licorice

Powdered Drink Mix

Hygiene ltems

Masal Spray
Eve Drops
Lip Balm
Foot Powder

Other ltems

Paperback Movels
Magazines (less than six months old)

Remember to pick up one (or more) of these tems each
time you go shopping. Bring the tems with you each
time you come to worship during Lent (Sunday or
Wednesday). We'll take care of getting them to the
Blue Star Mothers. We will also have an opportunity to
write short notes to send along with the care packages.
THANKS!

A Lenten Challenge

How much could we raise for our Building Fund if each
of us set aside just a dollar a day during Lent? Let's find
out...
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Mever confuse the will of the majority with the will of God.

Thot for a day:
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€1 Patriek’s Day...

St. Patrick's Day, March 17, is not one of the major festi-
vals of the church year—or even a minor one, for that mat-
ter. We've come to think of this day more in terms of pa-
rades, green beer, and Irish nationalism.

Fatrick himself deserves to be remembered, though, espe-
cially for his passion for spreading the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. There's a lot of myth mixed in with the facts of Pat-
rick's life, and sometimes it's hard to separate the two. What
is not debated is that he became a man on a mission for our
Lord and Savior.

Born in Roman Britain in the late fourth century, Patrick was
kidnapped as ateenager by Irish pirates and sold into slav-
ery. While he freely admitted later that he wasnt particulardy
religious as a youth, he did come from a Christian family.
Faced with the hardship of slavery, he turned to the Lard in
prayer.

After six vears, Patrick escaped from Ireland and returned
home. God gave him a burning desire to return to Ireland,
however, to take the light of Jesus Christ to his former cap-
tors. He spent years studying God's Word, became a priest,
and at last did go back.

[twas not an easy ministry. Fatrick was opposed by the pa-
gan Druid priests who had the allegiance of Ireland’s people
and princes. Many attermpts were made on his life. But the
evil that opposed Patrick was na match for the warking of
the Holy Spirit through the Gospel that Patrick proclaimed.
By the time of his death 20 vears later, Ireland had become
overwhelminaly Christian.

He exemplified the waords of St Faul: *l am not ashamed of
the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation
of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the
Gentile” (Rom. 1:16). This same power is ours—and ours to
proclaim—still taday.

3t Patrick was ahlaze with the God-given desire to bring

the Gospel of life and salvation to those who had not heard
this Good Mews. May God grant us that same desire—and
many opportunities—to share with others our Christian faith
and the sure hope of eternal life that is ours in Jesus Christ.



Opporiunities to Chare the Love of
Jesus In Praetical Ways...

Pray
(Become a part of our Prayer Chain)

Prayer is a simply way to share the love of Jesus. We
are updating our Prayer Force list. People onthe list
receive special requests for prayer via email or phone

iyou choose which).

Iy email
Wy phone #

{ Sign up onthe lizt at church or email Pastor with yvour information }

Could You Help With Children’s Church?

The only pre-requisite is a love for Jesus and for His kids

You read a Bible story or Object Lesson, say prayers
and do an activity that reinforces the lesson. Lessons are
provided. All you do is show up and lead. Please talk to
IMana Hijelle if you can helpin this way. Thanks

Plan and Organize Fellowship Activities
One of our goals is to provide more opportunities for

members to get to know each other outside of church. In
order to accomplish that goal we need someone who
enjoys organizing activities that “get people together”
Things like *fun nights’ or service projects or outings.
Please talk to Pastor David if yvou would like to help in
this way. Thanks!

“Secret Paul” Prayer Partner Program
Reminders:

1. Please rememberto pray for your person.
2. Send them a St Patrick's Day card
Help with our Youth Ministry

Flease talk to Pam Johnson if you would like to serve the
Lord by helping with the youth ministry
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AE's not permane nt,

Don't take life so seriously.

Thot for a day:
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E-mail Humor...
One Sunday after church Mom asked her very young
daughter what the lesson was about,

Her daughter answered, "Don't be scared, you'll get
your quilts.”

Needless to say, Mom was perplexed.

Later in the day, the Pastor stopped by for tea. Mom
asked him what that morning's Sunday school lesson
was abaut,

He said, "Be not afraid, Thy comforter is coming."

The Back Pew - Jeff Larson

Ok Ole, in da name uv

= da Father, Son, and
'~ Holy Ghost ., take a

I dp!

QL F p

\V;
}“fﬁl:—aﬂ_
. o *

Well Sven led Ole 10 da Lord while ice=fishin, and in
an ill-fated moment Of spintual exhiiration,, Ole was
baptized nghl den=-n=-dere in da first ICE RS KOLE



