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Questions for Pastor...

Where did the tradition of the Christmas tree get started ?

That's a great question, because traditions - like the Christmas tree
- are such a HUGE part of the Christmas season. Unless we know
the origin of the tradition it loses its meaning and hecomes
something we keep doing “hecause we've always done it that way "
(You've all heard the story of the Christmas Ham with the end
chopped off. If you haven't heard i, ask me. It's a great illustration

of traditions that are kept without knowing why.)

Amyway, the origins of the Christmas tree are disputed. and it's
hard to separate legend from fact. That is to say, no one really
knows for sure how/when we stated using them. Even so, it is
pretty well agreed that using an evergreen tree as part of a
Christmas celebration began somewhere in Germany, sometime
between the 87 and 167 centuries (how's that for pin-point
accuracy?l). Martin Luther is sometimes credited with putting
candles on a tree and hringing it in the house as part of a
celebration. But we also know that Luther gets credited {and
blamed) for lots of things he didnt do, so whether he is the “father

of Christmas tree lights™ iIs open to question.

However, it is safe to say that using an evergreen tree as part of a
mid-winter celebration was not a new thing when Christians first
started celebrating the birth of Chrst. (And Christ's hith was not a
haoliday celebrated by Christians urtil the fourth centuny. The
Resurrection of Jesus was - and is - the most important holiday for

Christians.)

Fagan (nature-worship) mid-wirter celebrations hefore the time of
Christ used evergreen trees and wreathes as symbols of the
certain hope that the days would become longer, winter would end
and spring would bring all the other plants to life again. For
example the Morse pagans and Celtic Druids revered evergreens
as manifestations of dety because they did not "die” from year to
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wvear but stayed green and alive when other plants appeared
dead and bare.

Christians eventually settled on celebrating the birth of Christ in
December to provide an alternative to the Pagan mid-winter
celebrations. They gave Christian meanings to some of the
pagan tradtions - like the use of evergreens. Instead of
worshiping the tree, Christians began to use it as a way to help
them remember to worship the God who gave us that tree

Some of the aspects of the Christmas tree that remind us of
Jesus:

The Evergreen:
FReminds us of the Everlasting life that belongs to everyone who
repents of sin and trusts in Jesus.

The tree points
Reminding us not {as the pagans do) to worship the created to
heaven thing but rather the Creator

The lights on the tree:
Remind us that Jesus came to be the “light shining in the
darkness” - shining our way to God. {(John 1)

The starat top:
Feminds us of the star the wise men followed that led them to

the baby Jesus in Bethlehem. (Matthew 2)

Angel ornaments:
Remind us of the angels who told of Jesus’ birth (Luke 2)

Shiny ornaments:
Reflect the lights of the tree, reminding us that we are to reflect

the light of Jesus (Matthew 5)

I'd be interested to hear other Christmas tree traditions and
decorations that help you remember that Christmas is about the
birth of Jesus.

This year at Living Word we are using another tree - known as
“The Jesse Tree” to help us celebrate the hith of Christ. Come
on Sunday, December 17 at 4:00 pm. to hear the Sunday
School students tell what a Jesse Tree is and how t tells the
story of Jesus. Make sure you stay for the Christmas Ham

Dinner after the program.

Thanks for asking.
Pastor David

Send your questions to pastor@livingwordlutheran.net



A HUGE Benefit Thank-You

+ To our Benefit Team for the many hours of
planning and organizing

+ To All Who Helped with our Benefit for Kristina

+ To everyone who came and donated

+ To God who continues to bring healing to Kristina

+ To God for the blessing of nearly $6000 raised.

+ To Thrivent Kandiyohi Chapter for supplemental
funds of $1000.
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“THANK YOU™ from Pastor David & Violet

for all the prayers and help after Violet's mom went
home to Jesus.

God bless you all!

Have You Seen Our Sign 7

Head out County Road 8 Setweer Mew London and Spicer and
check oul the new “Future Home of Living Word™ sign. Tharks
to Jamie iverson for designing and producing the sig.

Still to come: 4'x &' letterboard tnder the sign for changeabie
MEessages.

Stress In Your Life ?
{Who doesn't have it this time of year?)
Learn How to Deal With it
In our free booklet rack {in front of Pastor's office)

Stress is natural in a world damaged by sin. Stress can
actually be a good warning sign - if we heed the warning
and deal with it appropriately. But what is “appropnately™?
Pick up one of the booklets on Stress - or others like it -
from our friends at Lutheran Hour Ministries. Then pass it
aleng to someone else.
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Caroling Anyone 7

Saturday, December 16 at 1:00 (after the Sunday
School Christmas party} we will head out to sing some
carols. Please let Pastor David know of places and peo-
ple who would appreciate some carols. And, of course,
come and help us spread the true message of the season

in song

2007 National Youth Gathering:

We have seven youth signed up to attend:

Anthony Dauk
Rebecca Dauk
Peter Erickson
Allan Fuglie
Joe Johnson
Vince Mische
Dani Skaggs

Fam Johnson and Bryson Wachter will be our Group
Leaders.

Watch for upcoming Fund-raising Activities.
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Opportunities o “Chare the Love of
Jesus in Practical ways”...

Join our Prayer Force

One of the most practical ways you can
share the love of Jesus is by praying for
people in need. That's what people on our
‘Prayer Force™ do. The “Prayer Force™ is an
g-mail prayer chain. You simply receive re-
quests via email, then take those requests to the Lord in
prayer.

Email Pastor David to sign up: dvdauki@mail tds. net

Welcome New People
Keep your eyes open for people who move into your area.

Cne way we would like to begin “Sharing the Love of Jesus
in Practical Ways™ is by taking a basket of cookies to new
people who have moved in_ It is a simple way to share the
love of Jesus.

Here's what we need you to do:

K.eep your eyes open for people who have just bought or
rented a home {(or apartment) in your area. As soon as pos-
sible, notify our Visit Coordinator, Viclet Dauk (220-0344)
She will notify our cookie bakers and move-in visitors to go
make a “welcome” visit

YWe also need more:
Cookie Bakers & Move-in Visitors

Please call Vialet if yvou can help with either of these

Of course. don't forget to take your own batch of cookies (or
whatewver) to the new folks to welcome them to your
neighborhood too.

Help with our “All Stars for Jesus” Program

Cur Wednesday evening program for 4-6th graders still
needs

1) A meal coordinator to schedule meal providers

2) an adult group leader for Bible stories & memory work
3) an activity leader for games and crafts

Flease talk to Pastor Dawd if you can help. Thanks
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Be a “Secret Paul”

One of the things the Apostle Paul was noted for was praying
daily for people. Paul prayed for their protection. He prayed
for them to grow in their faith. He prayed for them to grow in
putting their faith into action. He prayed prayers of thanks for
them. See details on page 16

Be a Meal-Maker ...

As a way of sharing the love of Jesus in helpful ways. get in-
valved in our new “Make-A-Meal” program

See details on page 17

AN EXAMPLE OF CHRISTMAS GIFT-GIVING
FROM CHRIST...

As we approach the Christmas season and the celebration
of His coming to earth, He gives us the example of the gift
to give. What gift did He give us on his bithday (setting the
example of something He later said. "It is more blessed to
give than receive.")?

The maost basic gift Jesus gave was the gift of Himself. God
came to be with us as one of us.

As you are tempted this month to buy all sorts of material
gits for the people close to you, remember what they really
want is your presence - not your presents. Get creative and
think of ways to give your presence throughout the coming
wear - not just for a week or so after Christmas._ .

Some ideas:
Give your spouse the promise of a "date a month"

Give your kids the promise of a special day spent with
each of them each month. If they no longer live at
home, promise them a visit more often than in the past.
Or mark dates each month (week?) when you will call
them.

The same thing applies with your parents and your
friends. The gift they really want is your presence. It's
the example that Jesus set the first Christmas. You will
be blessed and so will they.

p.s. Don't forget, that's also the gift Jesus wants for His
birthday - and the rest of the year.



Mark your calendars...

November 29, December 6 & 13 @ 7:30
Advent Midweek Worship

“The Gift of Imitation™

It's been said that “Imitation is the sincerest form of flatteny "
God doesn't need our compliments, but He has created us
to “he imitators of God,” (Ephesians 5:1).

The 9 Grade Confirmation class will assist us in imitating
Jesus with sermon messages based an their recent Bible
study Just Like Jesus.

The Igniters’ Youth will serve lce Cream and toppings for a
time of fellowship following each service. Please take time
to prepare your life for Christmas by attending Advent ser-
VICES.

December 7 @ 7 p.m.

Capital Fundraising (for building) Information Meeting
Pastor Dave Strohschein from the District Office will be here
for our initial information meeting about beginning our Capi-
tal Fundraising Campaign. This is the exciting “next step” in
making a new building a reality.

Everyone interested in learning about this next ste_ | ase
Text
come at 7 p.m. iF

December 3 or December 11 ?

Attention all shoppers:

Looking for a few good shoppers to car pool for a fun day to

the Maple Grove/Arbor lakes area. If you are at all interested
please contact Tammy Miller @ 354-4161 and let me know if
Saturday December 3rd or Monday Dec. 11th would be het-

ter.

December 17

Christmas Program and Christmas Dinner
FProgram: @ 4:00 p.m.
Dinner: i@ 500 p.m.

(Program practice resumes Saturday. Dec 2, from 9-10:30)
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Schedules & Studies...

Sunday Morning Study :

Sunday, December 3, we finish up our look at the beliefs of
other religions.

On December 10 and 17 we travel to the Holy Land via
video for a look the geographical. cultural, and political sur-
roundings at the time of Jesus’ birth.

Flease join us at 9:15 for coffee, baked goods and our
study of the teachings of these other belief systems.

“Destination Vision”

Get a vision of God's destination for You
Saturday, November 18

This month “Destination Vision™ will have a little different
look " Instead of Sunday night worshippers, we will be Sat-
urday evening servants. Youth will help with the Kristina
Scholl benefit.

What Do Missouri Synod Lutherans Believe ?

NEXT CLASS:
TUESDAY, November 14, from 6:30 - 8:00.

We'll take a look at what the Bible teaches about:
Heaven / Stewardship / Church Membership
Plus Living Word goals and organization structure

Please talk to pastor if you have questions about the class
or would like to attend.

Confirmation Students:

note: We start at 6:30 the next three Wednesdays

9 Graders: Make sure you have your Advent sermons done

7-8th Graders: Make sure you have memorized the
Creed AMD Martin Luther's Explanation memarnized



December

Living Word Lutheran Chwreh - Calendarof Evenis

Sunday Monday Tuesdayv Wednesday Thursdav Friday Saturday
3 L 5 L] T g 2
3:00 Traditional Worship Pastors’ HOON Bible Study G500 Meal G:00 Elders' Team
wiLond's Supper Conference “Mark™ & B2 Confimmason
515 Growwng in Christ Hour @ WMontevideo Geneva 0isom's E:20 Al 5tars 4 Jesus T:00 Capital Fuind-
Surday School £:% Confimation raising infomtg
10;30 Contamporary Worship Paments wiltey Stroschen
wilord's Supper 730 Advent Worship
11:45 Felmwship HEif of Imitaton™
£:15  loe Cream Filwshp
10 1 12 13 14 15 16
200 Traditional Worship Shopging Trip 7 HOON Bible Study 500 Meal 10:00 Chrisimas Pgm
15 Growing in Christ Hour Mark & 220 Confirmation 2.00 Outreach Team Practice
Sunday School Geneva Olson's 2130 Al Stars 4 Jesus
Adult Forum: B o BON 11:30 5.5 Party
10:30 Contemporary Worship w
11:45 Feliowship T:30  Adwent Worship 1:00 Caroling
“Gift of Imitaton™
15 loe Cream Filwshp
i7 18 19 20 s | 22 23
.00 Traditional Worship/ L 3 HOON Bible Study 700 Mission & Ministry
515 Growing in Christ Hour Mark & Teamn
Sunday School/ Adult Forum Gemneva Olson's
10020 Comemporary WorshipllL S
11:45 Felipwship
4:00 The JE S5E Tmee
5.5 Chrisimas Program
5:00 Christmas Ham Dinner
7:30 Destinafion \Vision Study
24 CHRISTMAS EVE 25 CHRISTMAS 26 23 ra: ]
&:00 Traditional Worship 9:00 Chrigimas
215 Growdng in Christ Hour Worship
Sunday School Wilord's Supper
Agult Forem
10220 Contemporary Worship
500 CANDLELIGHT WOR SHIP
M 1 2 4 5
200 Traditional Worship HOON Bible Study 600 Meal
515 Growing in Christ Hour ‘Mark" @ 6:45 Confimnaiion
Sunday School Geneva Olsor's 6:45 All Stars 4 Jesus
Adult Forum: Cabalzm 700 Confirmation
10030 Corternporary Worship Parents Mg

11:45 Feliowship




December 5-Minules-a-day Devollional Reading

Hew Reading Program BegnsDec 10:.  Prophecies of Jesus' 1% & 2™ Coming

Cec 3
Cecd

Dec T

Cecad

Dec @

Readings this week focus on more of what the Bible says about HEAVEN

Hebrews 9.24-28

Hebrews 111316

Reveldion 21.1-7

Reveldion 21.22-27

Feveldion221-5

1 Peter 138

Dec 10 Readings this week will focus on prophecies of Chnst's First Coming

Dec 11

Dec12

Dec13

Dec 14

Dec 15

Cec 16

Cec 17

Dec 16

Dec 19

Dec 20

DecH

Genesis 315

Creuteronomy 181513

Isakah 714

Isaiah 917

Isaiah 11:1-10

[5asah S001-1

Readings this week focus on more prophesies of Christ's First Coming

Isaah §2,10-12

Haogga 2.6-7

Micah §:2-5

Psalm21-12

Dec 22 Malachi21-5

Dec23 Luke 1:20-38

Dec 24 Readings this week focus on the fulfillment of Chnst's First Coming

Dec25 Luke 2:1-20

Dec 26 Matthew 1:18-24

Dec 27 John 1:1-14

Dec 28 Galatians 32647

Dec 28 Luke 2:21-40

Dec 30 Matthew 2-1-12

Dec 31 Readings this week focus on propheces of Chnst’s Second Coming

Jan1 HMatthew 24:36-34

Janz2  John 14:1-3

Jan3 Matthew 25.31-35 Ficture

Jand  Matthew 26,58-63

Jan5 2 Peter 3:310

Jant Revelalion 2212-20

SUMMARIZE WHAT yOU LEARMED FRON THE PROPHECIEE OF CHRIET'S
COMING

REMINDER: Go te www.livingwordlutheran. net
Click on *Pastor's Motes® for Paster David’s comments on the daity Bible readingz. You

can add your own inzightz by clicking on “comments” below Pastor's comment




A Minute for Parents...

TEACHING THE FAITH AT CHRISTMAS

God commanded the Israelites to haold yearly celebrations
commemorating major things He had done for them. (e.g.
Fassover). One purpose for these annual celebrations was so
they would never forget what God had done (God knows how
quickly we farget things He does for us). Another purpose was to
force the people to tell their children what God had done. (The
quickest way to forget what God has done is for one generation
to not tell the next generation. )

Although God never commanded us to celebrate Chist's birth, it
is a greatthing to do each year, because it forces us to stop and
think about the great thing God did for us in sending His Son to
earth. It also gives us an eppartunity to tell (or remind} our kids
ahout Jesus. Here are some tips on ways 1o make sure your kids
don't grow up thinking that Christmas is really about “some really
fat chimney sweep who dresses in hideous clothes and never
shaves.”

Quick tips to help you set an example of what the REAL
Christmas celebration is about;

1. In your prayers at supper, indude a prayer for each person you

received a Chistmas card from that day.

2. Invite someone to join vou for one or mare of the special
senices (Advent midweek, Wednesdays @ 7:30; Christmas
Program/Dinner @ 4:00 on December 17; Christmas Eve
Candlelight @ 2:00; Christrnas Day @ 9:00) Many pecple who
waouldn't accept an invitation other times, will accept one this time

of year.

3. Give your lighting scheme a “Jesus” theme by having a star or

cross as the central focus.

4. When decorating the tree, take fime to read the Chistmas
story and have everyone share what Jesus hirth means to them.
Don't forget to point out some of the aspects of the tree that

remind us of Jesus {see the “CGluestions 4 Pastar artide)

5. Have everyone write down {or draw and color) gifts they will
give Jesus, then wrap these in little {or big) boxes and put them
under the tree. Open and read them when you cpen your other

gifts

6. Remember: The “perfect” Chrstmas isn't made perfect by qifts,
af food, or traditions, but simply by celebrating Jesus and His

presence
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Confirmation Parents...

Our next “Parent” class is this Wednesday,
December 5 @ 6:30

We'll talk about the “Five Love Languages of Teenagers.
I'll also update you on your student’s progress in
cenfirmation

MOTE: the students will have class on while we are in our
parenting session

The JESSE TREE

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his
roots a Branch will bear fruit. [2] The Spinit of the Lord will
rest on him— - |saiah 11:1-2

The symhbol of the Jesse Tree comes from this passage in
the book of Isaiah. Each branch on the tree is a story
rooted deep in Scripture that tells of the relationship of
God and His people. It is a biblical family tree”. (Jesse is
the father of King David from whom Jesus was de-
scended)

On Sunday afternoon, December 17 @ 4:00 p.m.. Sun-
day School students will present a special Christmas Pro-
gram based on the Jesse Tree There will also be special
music and congregational singing. Please join us for The

Jesse Tree

(Don’t forget to bring some friends and relatives and
invite them to stay for our Christmas Ham Dinner fol-
lowing the program)

December Disecipleship Verse...

"My soul glorifies the Lord
and my spirit rejoices in
God my Savior,

Luke 1:46-47




Be A Seecret Paul...

This spring at Living Word we went through a study called
“‘Battle Cry for a Generation.” We were reminded of the
need to be involved in the lives of the young people of
our congregation and to be for them what a church
should be - a caring, extended family

One idea that came out of our study was to pair up each
wvoung person with an adult who would commit to pray for
them daily. As a way of also getting the young people
invalved it was suggested that we have each one of them
commit ta pray daily for an adult in the congregation. We
then expanded on that idea and decided to include the entire
congregation in the prayer program. “ Secret Paul” is the
name we have chosen for this “prayer pal” program.

In coming up with a name for our program we were
reminded that the Apostle Paul was noted for praying for
other believers every day. Paul prayed for their protection
He prayed for them te grow in their faith. He prayed for them
to keep putting their faith into action. He said prayers of
thanks for them. We will seek to follow Paul's example
and be in prayer daily for each other.

The “Secret” part of the program name comes from the
fact that we will not reveal wha is praying for whom until the
end of the year at a special banquet. VWe will be “secret
prayer pals” or “Secret Pauls™ for each other

As part of the program each person will receive a packet
of information about the person you are paired up to
pray for. That packet will include a picture, hirtth date,
hobhies/interests and special prayer needs.

That brings us to what we need from you right now: Plez -
fill out and return the information card you received =t
your mailbox at church. It will include information you
wiant put in the packet to be given to the “Secret Paul® who
will pray for yvou.

This is a church-wide program, but if you don't want to be
included please let us know

Pictures for the Church Directory and “Secret Paul”
program YWill be re-scheduled.

Exact dates are pending finding a photographer
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Make A Meal Program...

Our “Make-A-Meal” program has been one of the most suc-
cessful ways we have of “Sharing the Love of Jesus in
Practical Ways" with people going through a tough time

We will be making a couple of changes to the program to
hapefully make it even easier to share the love of Jesus:

1) You will notice special "PRAYER and CARE™ cards in the
worship attendance folders. Please use these cards to give
us the names of people you know who could use a meal
{(%ou can also use the cards to give prayer requests for
Fastor andfor the Prayer Force prayer chain). The cards
can be filled out and placed in the offering plate.

2) We would like to put our "Meal-Makers™ on a schedule.
“Meal makers” can sign up for specific months they would
like to be available to make meals_ It would wark best to
have two “Meal Makers™ per month. (You can sign up for
just one month or as many as you'd like).

So, if you have already signed up to be a "Meal Maker
please pick what monthis) would work best for you. If you
have not signed up and would like ta be a "Meal Maker” -
here's your chance

Thanks for making a meal and making a difference!
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HOW ABOUT IF INSTEAD OF GIVING YOU
EVERYTHING THAT YOU THINK YOU WANT FOR
CHRISTMAS | GIVE YOU WHAT YOU NEED?



Thank Offerings...

If you haven't already done so . ..

God commanded the |sraelites to come to the temple once
a year for a joyful celebration of the blessings God
provided in the harvest. This harvest festival was called
The Feast of Weeks

Then celebrate the Feast of Weeks to the Lord your
God by giving a freewill offering in proportion to the
blessings the Lord your God has given you.
Deuteronomy 16:10

In keeping with the example of the lsraelites, on
Thanksgiving Eve we came together for a special joyful
celebration of the blessings God has provided us. Each of
us were encouraged to bring a special freewill offering in
proportion to how God has blessed us this past year. If
vou weren't able to be there on
Thanksgiving Eve, you can still give your
ThankOffering the next time you are at
worship.

(If each of us thanked God for His
blessings by giving Him a special thank-
offering of just 51 for each week this
past year we could make up most of our
current budget deficit. If we each
thanked God by giving back just 52 for
each week of blessings we'd be ahle to
wipe out our deficit - with some left over
for special eutreach projects in
December.}

Please pray about your Thank-offering proportion. Use the
special Thank-offering envelopes at church.. Simply place
it in the offering along with your regular offering.

For those who have already made their ThankOffering:
Thank Youl

"But who am I, and who are my people, that we
should be able to give as generously as this?
Everything comes from you, and we have given you
only what comes from your hand.”

King David in 1 Chronicles 29:14
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Youth Servanis...

We have lots of servants waiting to serve (and raise
funds for the Igniters’ Youth).

Flease check this list and then sign up to rent a servant.

Anthony Dauk Yard work: plaving music, “just about

anything.”
Cole Erickson Anvything you need help with
FPeter Erickson Anything you need help with

Joe Johnson ‘Pretty much anything”

Jesse Medalen Any autside stuff

Take someone fishing
Bahbysit, Petsit;
waork

Rehecca Dauk & Dani Skaggs: Babysitting; house cleaning;

groom animals; (Servant team) Baking;
Yard work (no cleaning ‘doggy-do’)

Sierra Cobb Mow lawn Yard

Alicia Willer Baby sit Clean house

Allan Fuaglie Math tutaring  “Pretty much anything -
with instructions”

Mariah Welsh Babysit Clean house Laundry
Petsit Yard Work

Bryson Wachter Anything you need help with.

Faint a room
Take someone to a Twins game

Fastor Dave

Chuck Weflen Haul stuff in pickup truck

We need funds for our 2007 Na-
tional Youth Gathering, so when
you ‘rent a servant’ it’s a Win-
Win Situation: You not only get
some work done, The Igniters’
get funds for stuff like the Na-
tional Youth Gathering. Thanks!
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