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“Communicating the Love of Jesus”
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Traditional Worship: 8:00 a.m.
Christian Growth Hour: 9:15 a.m.
Contemporary Worship: 10:30 a.m.



Living Word Lutheran Chureh

Questions for Pastor...

Someone told me that an excuse is really a lie. |s that true?

An interesting question, since we all make excuses daily for things
we did or didn't do. The answer to that question could have very
impartant implications for our lives.

| checked a dictionary for the “official” word and found this:

EXCUSE: (n) 1. justification: a reason or explanation, not
necessarily true, given in arder to make something appear mare
acceptable or less offensive

2. false reason: afalse reason that enables somebody to do
something he or she wants to do oravoid something he or she does
notwant to do.

The dictionary backs up my “gut feeling” about the question:
Chances are really good that an excuse is, at it's most basic level, a
lie. Excuses tend to be “holy-sounding” reasons for why we did or
didn't do something. The prablem is that the “holy-sounding” reason
really isn'tthe truth - it's not the real reason. Maybe that's why
people seem to feel they need to use the phrase “legitimate excuse’
those few times when an excuse really is the truth.

Excuses tend to be made on a couple of accasions.
1) We make excuses to keep from taking persanal responsibility for
things we've done wrong.

FRemember Adam and Eve? Instead of simply admitting he was
wrong, Adam fried to make himself look “holier” by putting the blame
on Eve. Likewise, Eve, instead of just admitting that she blew it, tried
to make herself look “holier” by inventing the line that made Flip
Wilson rich “The devil made me da it”

2)We make excuses for things we know we should do, but don't
want to.

A couple guys in the Mew Testament come to mind here.

Pagn 3

[59] He [Jesus] said to another man, "Follow me.

Butthe man replied, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father.

[60] Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead, but
you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.

[G1] 3till another said, “1will follow vou, Lard; but first let me go
kack and say good-by to my family.

[G2] Jesus replied, "Mo one wha puts his hand to the plow and
looks back is fit for service inthe Kingdom of God.”  Luke 9:59-
G2

Jesus answers may seem a little strange, until vou realize that
He saw these excuses for what they were: “holy-saunding” lies for
nat following Him.

Excuses didn'tend in Bible times. | just heard a room full of
confirmation students exclaim that they didn't have time to get
their confirmation assignments done hecause they have so much
homewaork from school every day. Mo mention was made of the
hours spent in front of the computer or TV or on the cell phone or
listening to ipods. Too much homework from school is a much
hetter sounding reasan. The prablem is it's still a lie.

Mot to point fingers at the confirmation students. We adults are
just as good at giving excuses (lies) for why we don't do what we
should do - arwhy we did something wrong. Try paying attention
to how many excuses you give and you may be surprise how
often you give false reasons for your actions - reasons that are
designed to make you look better than you really are.

This verse from God's Word is a good reminder far us when we
are tempted to offer a “holy -sounding” reason that really isn't
frue:

You know my folly, O God; my guiltis not hidden from you.
Psalm 69:5

We may fool some people with our excuses, but God always sees
them for what they are.

Thanks for asking the question. Maybe this will help us all think
twice before offering an “excuse.”

Thanks far asking,
Fastor David

Send your questions to pastor@livingwordlutheran.net



January MMT Meeting...

SUMMARY OF MMT MEETING ~ JANUARY 18, 2007

M/S/P to accept Treasurer's report. We were charged 550
from the school for clean-up

after the Lock-in.

Received a letter from the local TIOPS™ asking for a donation
for the program. Wil put

something in the bulletin asking on a individual basis or group
within the church.

The Mew London-Spicer Ministerial is promating a “Advocacy
Center’. A place where people canturn to for assistance in a
time of need. They don't know exacthy where it will be yet, but
are asking the area churches to join in which will include
people to run and oversee the project. There is a fundraiser
cancert set far January 26 at Faith Lutheran Church.

Some dates to note on the Capital Campaign Fundraising

February 24 Prayer Vigil

March 1 Leadership Gift

March 18 Congregational Brunch
April 15 Celebration Dinner

Still need a communications director. The theme for the
campaign is “That the World May Know™ based on John 17:3

Board Reports

Congregational Outreach: Annual Whist Tournament was
fun. The Progressive Supper will be held February 17

Elders: Christmas Eve service was wel attended. Have
the new Keyboard in place. Pastor asked if we thought the
children’s bags were a distraction? A good thing about it is
that the children stay in the sanctuary for the entire senvice.
Maybe put afew different things inthe bags for the kids to do.

Education: Sunday School is getting back into the routine
after the holidays. Still encourage the Parents to bring their
children ontime so it can stay on schedule. Asking the
children tocontinue to bring offering. WWill ask them if they
would like a portion of their offering to go to the Capital
Campaign Fundraising. Will maybe do a skating party in
conjunction with Friendship Sunday.

Janet mentioned the possibilty of reorganizing the LWL
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at church. Bonnie will look into.

Youth: Will serve Hot Chocolate and goodies during
Winter Fest. Will join in the Polar Plunge Jan. 28 for Special
Olympics.

FPastors Parish Report: Charter and Mew Member
Sunday held January 14. 12 New Members.

Membership stands at  Baptized Members: 192 and
Communicate Members: 128

Mark Your Calendars...
Ash Wednesday

Traditional Service of Ashes

Yes, Lent is coming soon. The season of Lent begins with
AshWednesday. Ashes symbolize our frailty, our mortality,
hurniliation and need for repentance before God (people in
ancient times showed their repentance by putting on sack-
cloth and ashes). Ashes also suggest a need for cleansing

by the blood of Christ and renewal by His Hoby Spirit.

During our AshWednesday semnice, ashes will be applied to
the foreheads of all worshipers in the form of a small cross.
Please join us for one of our special services. Wednesday,

February 28 @ MNoon or 7:30pm.

Friendship Sunday

February 12

A great opportunity to invite some friends to come and meet
the ultimate Friend: Jesus.

Special Events on Friendship Sunday:

+Warship serice celebrating our Greatest Friend - Jesus
+ Brunch between senvices - prepared by men of the con-
gregation

+ Music by Youth for Christ’s “Fast Forward™ group at 10:30
warship

» Fun afternoon outing: lce Skating at the rink

Mark your calendars and start praying about friends you
can invite. (Special “Friendship Sunday” invitations will
be available.)



Opportunities to “Share the Love of
Jesus in Practical ways”...

Join our Prayer Force

One of the most practical ways you can share the love of
Jesus is by praying for people in need. That's what people
on our “Prayer Force” do. The “Prayer Force” is an e-mail
prayer chain. You simply receive requests via email, then
take those requests to the Lord in prayer.

Phone or e-mail Pastor David to sign up:
dvd auki@m ail tds net

Welcome New People

Keep yvour eyes open for people who have just bought or
rented a home (or apartment) in your area. As soon as
possible, notify our Visit Coordinatar, Violet Dauk {220-0344)
She will notify our cookie bakers and move-in visitors to go
make a “welcome” visit.

We also nesd more:
Cookie Bakers & Move-in Visitors

Please call Viaolet if you can help with either of these. Of
course, don't forget to take your own batch of cookies (or
whatever) to the new folks to welcome them to your
neighbarhood too.

Help with our “All Stars for Jesus” Program

Our Wednesday evening program for 4-6th graders still
needs

1) A meal coordinator to schedule meal providers

2) an adult group leader for Bible stories & memony work
3) an activity leader for games and crafts

Please talk to Pastor David if yvou can help. Thanks!

Be a Meal-Maker ...

The only requirerment is ability to cook a meal {or go out and
buy one). One of our most successful ways of sharing the
love of Jesus is by bringing a meal to someone going
through a tough time.

If vou could take a turn making and delivering a meal ance
in awhile, please talk to Meal” coordinator Jack Kuppich or
Pastor David. And please remember to tell Jack or Pastor
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David when yvou know of someone whose going through a
tough time and could use a meal. Thanks!

Youth Servants...

We have lots of servants waiting to serve (and raise
funds for the Igniters’ Youth).

Flease check this list and then sign up to rent a servant.

Anthony Dauk Yard wark: playing music, “just about

anything.”
Cole Erickson
Feter Ericksaon

Anything vou need help with
Anvything vaou need help with
Joe Johnsaon ‘Pretty much anything”

Jesse Medalen Any outside stuff

Take someone fishing
Babysit, Petsit;
wark

Sierra Cobhb Mow lawn  Yard

Febecca Dauk & Dani Skagos:  Babysitting; house cleaning;
groom animals; (Servant team) Baking;
Yard work (no cleaning ‘doggy-do’)
Baby sit;
Math tutoring  “Pretty much anything -
with instructions”

Babysit Clean house Laundry
Petsit  Yard Work

Anything vau need help with.

Alicia Willer Clean house

Allan Fuglie
Mariah Welsh
Bryson Wachter

Paint a room
Take somecone to a Twins game

Fastor Dave

Chuck Weflen Haul stuff in pickup truck

We need funds for our 2007 National Youth Gathering,
so when you ‘rent a servant’ it's a Win-Win Situation:
You not only get some work done, The Igniters’ get
funds for stuff like the National Youth Gathering.
Thanks!



Welcome New Members...

On January 14 we received inta membership. ...

«  Gwen and Gary Anfinson

« Randy & Bobbi Berghorst, Brandon and Zoey
« Linda Dilley

»  Marion Dilley

» Lurene Kiehm

» Jason Olsan

» Alex Rustad and Davis

s Stacy Sawatzky

We will be introducing our new members to you with short biog-
raphies and pictures in the nex couple of newsletters. (Like the
one helow from the Anginsons). If you haven't done so already,
please introduce yourselfto our new members and welcome
thern to our fellowship.

Gwen & Gary Anfinson
Hi, rmy name is Gwen Anfinson

| live near Spicer and worked for Kandiyohi County Family Ser-

vices as an account clerk, but am now retired. | was born in

Kandiyohi County and have lived her all my life. | enjoy walking,

gardening, quilting, camping and reading. Ny husband Gary
and | have been married 46 years and have three children and
five grandchildren. WWe have been very grateful to have all live
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within 40 miles of us - and all five grandchildren living within
three miles of us. They have all been a very important part
of our lives. We have a dog. Tina, and two cats, Kitty and
Bell. My faith and prayer have been very important to me all
my life, since an adult friend led me to Christ when | was five
yvears old. One of my favorite passages from the Bible is
Philippians 4:6-7, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving present
your requests to God. And the peace of God which goes
beyond understanding will guard your hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus™ | chose Living Word as the church for me be-
cause of Living Word's staterment of faith and the preaching
of the Bible as God's Living Word.

Hello, rmy name is Gary Anfinson, Gwen's husband.

Gwen and | have been married 46 years. | was bom in a
farm house about a mile from where we live. Wy famiby
moved to this farm, where Gwen and | live, when | was three
years old, and | have lived here since - except when | was in
the Ammy. | worked for Kandaoyohi County Highway Depart-
ment for 33 years doing survey work for highway construc-
tion and am now retired. My hobbies include woodworking,
gardening, camping, hunting and fishing. WWe have three
children and five grandchildren. Thanks to God we have a
very good life.

NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING MEETING
After 10:30 Worship on Feb 11.
Parents and Youth need to attend.

We will discuss details ofthe event and brainstorm fund-
raising ideas.

Have You Seen Our Sign 7

Head out Cownty Road 2 between MNew London and Spicer
and check out the new “Future Home of Living Word” sign.
Thamnts to Jamie Iverson for designing and producing the
sign.

Still to come: 4" x &' letterboard under the sign for changeaile

messages.







