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Worship Hours:
Traditional Service: 8:00 a.m.
Christian Growth Hour: 9:15 a.m.
Contemporary Service: 10:30 a.m.



Living Word Luiheran Chureh

Questions for Pastor...

Don't you think it's horrible that “Happy Holidays” has replaced
"Merry Christmas™?

Short Answer: Yes and no.
(How's that far diplomacy - or just being wishy-washy?)

Langer, detailed answer:

First off, | greatly appreciate you being concerned that Christ is being
taken out of our Christmas celebrations. He iz the reason that we have
hope durng the darkest time ofthe vear (and the rest ofthe vear too).
Christis the reason for our December 25 celebration. Thank you for
wanting to keep it that way! Mow, on to the “ves and no”™ part of the
ANsWer.

As a Christian citizen of a country that has a largely Christian hentage,
the answer is “Yes” It kind ofticks me off that a relatively few people
are frying to erase all evidence of our Christian heritage. Taking “God”
out ofthe Pledge of Allegiance ar the Ten Commandments out of the
courts ormanger scenes off Post Office lawns just because a few
people claim to he offended seems tome to be “just silly” (at best).
Fram the sounds of it, many, many more people are offended by the
remaoval of these Christian heritage reminders than are offended by
aur continuing use of them.

As L3 citizens we also need to remember Jesus’ words, “Give unto
Caesar that which is Caesars.” In other words, give your government
what you owe your government. In a democracy, one of the things we
owe our government is ourvoice. For a democracy to succeed the
people need to voice their thoughts and concerns. VWe have a
responsibility to voice our concerns about the removal of our heritage.
(But.... it seems to e media and business - not the government - that
are doing away with “Merry Christmas,” so vou have a right to let them
know vou prefer Merry Christmas, because itis our hertage.)

Qn the other hand, from the perspective of @ Christian who iz a citizen
of God's eternal kingadom and who believes that people need to trustin
Jesus in arder to live forever in that kingdom.... the answer is “MNo.” It

really doesn't matter to me what kind of greeting other people use
during December. This may seem kind of strange, butthink about it:
|s anyone going to put their faith in Jesus as a result of hearing
“Merry Christmas” instead of "Happy Holidays™ Mot very likely. In
fact, if everyone says “Merry Christmas™ no one gives the greeting a
second thought. But if most folks are saying “Happy Heolidays™ and
you respond with something different (like “Merry Christmas”™) that
may actually cause someone to stop and think about the waords you
just spoke. (And maybe ask “why? which would give you a chance
to pointthem to Jesus). Remember, God can always take things we
see as “had” and turn them into a “good” oppaortunity to be a
witness for Christ.

With that in mind,
as Chrstians who
want other people
to know Christ, we
must always be
aware of that our

actions are a — '
witness about SN

people who don't
really know Him.
We should he
thinking about the
impression aur

actions give to

those who don't know Jesus. For example, what impression of
Christ do “whiny® Christians give? Mot a good one. And, | would
guess, that non-Christians see us as just a bunch of whiners when
all they hear this time of year is how we are miffed at not hearing
“Merry Christmas.” Chances are cur complaining isn't leaving them
with a positive image of Christ.

S0, what do vou do? Go ahead and wish people a Merry Christmas.
In awaorld of "Happy Holidays™ it may make them stop and
remember what the holiday is really about. But don't get overly bent
aut of shape when they wish you a Happy Haoliday in return.
Whining isn't the hest witness to the Christ whose hirth you are
celebrating. (Mavyhe it will help to also know that “haoliday” is simply
short for “holy day” - a day set apart for the Lord. And isn't that
really what Christmas is%)

Thanks far asking ,
Fastor David

Send your guestions to pastor@livingwordlutheran.net



Mark Your Calendars...

Wednesdays: December 5,12 & 19
Advent Midweek Worship

“The Gift of Imitation”

It's heen said that “Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery ™
God doesn't need our compliments, but He has created us to
‘be imitators of God.” (Ephesians 2:1).

In Advent Midweek Worship: , December 5 & 12 & 19 @ 7:20
The 87 Grade Confirmation class will assist us in imitating Je-
sus with senmon messages kased on their recent Bible study

Just Like Jesus.

The lgniters’ Youth will serve lce Cream and toppings for a
time of fellowship following each service.

Flease take time to prepare your life for Christmas by attend-
ing Advent services.

Sunday, December 23
Christmas Program and Christmas Dinner

Frogram: @ 4:00 p.m.
Dinner: @ 500 p.omn.

{ Program practice Saturday, from 9:30-11:00, Dec. 1,815, 22)
Invitations are available to give ar mail to friends and
neighbxars. Talkto Mona Hjelle

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Worship

December 24th @ 5:00 p.m.

The entire service is held in candlelight. The Christmas story
inWord and song, plus Lord's Supper.

Christmas Day Service
December 25th @ 9:00 a.m.

Invite Someone To Our Christmas Program or
Christmas Eve Worship

It's a very simple way to share Jesus with someone.
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Coming Soon...

Two Really Blg Things Starting January 5:

1) We combine two Sunday services into one 10:00 a.m.
service

At our Qctober Voters® Assembly the congregation dedded that
God was indeed leading us to combine our 3:00 traditicnal ser-
vice and 10:30 contemparary service into ane worship service.
20, beginning Sunday, January 5, we will begin a year-raund
Sunday schedule (no changing for the summer months) with one
Sunday worship service at 10:00.

This means that the Christian Growth Hour (Sunday School and
Adult Bible Forum) will alsa start at a new time - 8:45 - on Janu-
ary 8.

The question has been raised akout the “style” of this senvice.
Will it be traditional or contemporary or a combination of both?
Will we alternate with one style ane week and another the next?

Atthis point we envision something similar to our combined wor-
ship services of previous summers. That means we will attempt
to incorporate elements of both traditional and contemparary. The
style will also he dictated to some dearee by the musidans that
are availahble to lead us that day. (The music falks will be meeting
the first Sunday of this month to hammer ocut maore details).

2) We begin to use the new hymnals.

Back in Septemhber we received a donation of seventy new hym-
nals from the church in Browns Valley that had flood damage ear-
lier this vear. Their insurance company replaced their hymnals, so
they generously donated their “old” ones (just 6 months old).
Each week in aur traditional service we have been getting used to
some of the songs and liturgies in that new hymnal. Cn January
3, we will “break them out™ for full ime use.

All Stars for Jesus

Wed,, Dec. 5. Afun evening for 1-3rd Graders and 4-6th
Graders
The 9% Grade confirmation students have a special evening
planned this manth for the All Stars groups (1-3rd Grade and 4-
Gth Grade).




A Minufe For Parentis...

TEACHING THE FAITH AT CHRISTMAS

God commanded the [sraelites to hold vearly celebrations com-
memarating major things He had done far them. (e.g. Passover).
One purpose for these annual celebrations was so they would
never forget what God had done (God knows how quickly we for-
get things He does for us). Another purpose was to farce the peo-
ple to tell their children what God had done. (The guickest way to
forgetwhat God has done is for one generation to not tell the nesxt
generation.

Although God never commanded us to celebrate Christ=s hirth, it
is a great thing to do each year, hecause it forces us to stop and
think akout the great thing God did for us in sending His Son to
garth. It alsa gives us an opportunity to tell (or remind} our kids
about Jesus. Here are some tips on ways to make sure your Kids
don=t grow up thinking that Christmas is really about spending a
lot of money or “some really fat chimney sweep who dresses in
hideous clothes and never shaves.”

Quick tips to help you set an example of what the REAL
Christmas celebration is about:

1. In your prayers at supper, include a prayer for each person
you received a Christmas card from that day.

2. Invite someone to join you for one or more of the special
services (Advent midweek, Wednesdays @ 7:30; Christmas
Frogram/Dinner @ 4:00 on Decemnber 23; Christmas Eve
Candlelight @ 5:00; Christmas Day @ 9:00) Many people
who wouldn't accept an invitation othertimes, will accept one
this time of year.

3. Give your lighting scheme a “Jesus” theme by having a
star or cross as the central focus.

4. When decorating the tree, take time to read the Christ-
mas story and have everyone share what Jesus birth means
to them. Don't forget to point out some of the aspects of the
tree that remind us of Jesus.

2. Have everyone write down (or draw and color) gifts they
will give Jesus, then wrap these in little {or big) boxes and
putthem under the tree. Open and read them when you open
your other gifts

6. Remember: The “perfect” Christmas isn't made perfect by
gifts, or food, or fraditions, but simply by celebrating Jesus
and His presence.
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So That The World May Know...

WISH LIST UPDATE:

Here are the items people included on our Movember “Wish Lists”
far the new building:

WindowsiLighting

+«  One stained glass window at the front of the sanctuary

«  Other sanctuary windows clear with a “church” look

« LOTS ofwindows - natural light in as many reoms as possible
Fellowship | Gym

+« Basketball / Vollevhall court

« rockwall

« running fwalking track

+  |ittle kids toys

«  hig kids toys

+« Big ROUMND tables in the fellowship area

«  Startwith a multi-purpose gym add other areas as we go.

THE NEXT STEPS:

1. Make the final payment an cur land (between Christmas and
Mew Year)

2. 2. Building Committee meets to complete visits of other
churches, compile “Wish List” ideas and begin looking at possi-
ble architects.

STEPS COMPLETED THIS MONTH:

Wish Lists finished.

What Do Missouri Synod Lutherans Believe ?
BEGINS: TUESDAY, December 4 & 28, from 6:30 - 8:00.

This class covers the basics of our faith. We'll tackle basic
guestions of belief and also attempt to answer whatever
other specific questions you have about what we at Living
Woaord believe.

This class also serves as the instruction class for those
interested in discipleship {(membership) here at Living Word.
Flease talk to pastor if you have guestions about the class
or would like to attend.




E-Mail Wisdom...

The following is the philosophy of Charles Schultz, the creator of
the ‘Peanuts’ comicstrip. You dont have to actually answer the
questions (although you can try). Just read the e-mail straight
thraugh, and you'll getthe paint.

1. Mame the five wealthiest people in the wordd.

2. Mame the last five Heisman trophy winners.

3. Mame the last five winners of the Miss America pageant.

4 Mame ten people who have waon the Mobel ar Pulitzer Prize.
5. Mame the last half dozen Academy Award winners for best
actor and actress.

G. (Everyane but Pastor) Mame the World Series winners since
2000.

How did you da?

The point is, none of us remember the headliners of yesterday.
These are no second-rate achievers. They are the best in their
fields. Butthe applause dies. Awards tarnish. Achievements are

forgotten. Accolades and cerificates are buried with their
OWners.

Heres another quiz. See how you do on this one:

1. List a few teachers who aided your journey through schoal.
2. Mame three friends who have helped you thraugh a difficult
time.

3. Mame five people who have taught you something worthwhile.

4. Think of a few people who have made you feel appreciated
and special.
8. Think of five peaople you enjoy spending time with.

Easier? The lesson: The people who make a difference in your
life are not the ones with the most credentials, the most money,
ar the most awards. They are the anes that have the heart of
Jesus.

Cne final question: How will this reminder change your
Christmas plans?
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GUYS, PLEASE NOTE :

We will be soon be starting a Men's Group. Our kickoff
activity will be a weekend service project in SE Minnesota
helping rebuild some of the flooded out homes. Watch for

details on an initial get-together to plan for this special

service project.

Parents of Confirmation Students

Cur next "Parent” class is Wednesday, December 5.

We'll take a look at another aspect of “F AITHfully Parenting
Teens™ I'l also update you on your student’s progress in confir-
mation. Then | would like to spend a little time getting your input
an some youth activities for the coming year, so bring your ideas
(and your teen’s ideas) on some fun, faith-building events and
mission trips, etc...

REMIMDER: The Students will host the All Stars for Jesus that
night.

Is Christ in your Christmas?

(See Luke 2:1

&) 12-23-X
EACH YEAR AT XMAS THOSE XIANS CELEBRATE
THE BIRTH OF X

E-Mail Humor...

A guy goes into the doctor's office. There's a banana
stuck in ane of his ears, a carrot stuck in one nostril, and
a cucumber in the other ear. The man says. "Doc, this is
terrible. What's wrong with me?"The doctar says, "Well,
first of all, you're not eating right.”

Operation Christmas Child

( We collected over 25 shoe boxes filled with the love of
Jesus! Thank Youl )







