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“Communicating the Love of Jesus”
Worship Hours:

Christian Growth Hour: 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.



Living Word Lutheran Church

Located on the West of Spicer on County Rd 10
in old Prairie Meadows building

PO Box 242, MNew London, MM 56273

Phone: 320-796-0742

Website: v livingwordlutheran.net

What we aim to do:
Make disciples for Jesus - as we go, wherever we go.

What we aim to be:
A joyful, caring, Christ-centered family of God.

Question for Pasior...

Have you seen any good movies lately ?

This is a question that father and son toss
around from time to time in our household. I did -
get a chance to watch a few movies on vacation. -
The ones that have been out for awhile we . (
watched on DVD. COne was new to the theaters, f
and we got to watch it while decked out in those —
"cool” 3D glasses. (I kept mine, justin case I ever want to dress
up as Roy Orbison for Halloween.)

There were three movies worth commenting on, but before I do
that I should add this disclaimer: When it comes to movies, I
probably critique them differently than most people. Itend to
evaluate movies based on the message they send to the viewers,
Movie makers always seem to have an agenda - a point of view
they hold that they want the viewer to adopt. Many viewpoints
(agendas) coming out of Hollywood run contrary to a Christian
wordview, so I always have my "radar” on in order to detect what
message is being sent. As a result, I sometimes miss the
entertainment value of the movie.

Violet and Itend to enjoy animated kids' movies (which really
seem to be aimed at adults). My alk-time favorite is Monsters, Inc.
We've seen both Jre Age movies, so last week we went to see Ice
Age 3 - in 30. We both came away feeling pretty good about
some of the underying messages sent in it. There was a good
message about staying true to your values and your friends - even
if those values and friends aren't the most popular. We also found
a very positive “family” message. It was particularly refreshing to
see the father portrayed as strong and loving and willing to
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sacrifice anything for His children (Sound like any God you have
come to know from the Bible??). It seems to me that the few
times movie families actually have a dad, he’s either no longer a
part of the family, very self-centered or just a complete ‘doofus’.
I was also impressed not to find the seemingly ever-present
"gay agenda" in the movie. You can check with other folks for
the entertainment value of the movie, but I'd definitely
recommend it for the "message” value.

A second movie we had seen once before when it hit the
theaters a couple years ago, Tie Aing = Speech. Tt's a movie
about Queen Elizabeth’s father and how he worked to overcome
his speech impediment. I was reminded of Moses being chosen
to lead God's people in spite of his own speech impediment. Tt
has a good message about persevering, but I also noticed an
underlying message that church leaders are selfish, power
mongers and the church itself is nothing more than silly rituals.

But one movie really "hit me like a ton of bricks." It was clled
Machine Gun Freacher. (An title that should at least get the
interest of all the pastors in the world.) When Anthony asked me
about it my response was one word: "Powerful.” He asked me
what I meant by that. I told him that it was one of a very few
maovies that actually leave you reaffrwanting to do something as
a result of what you have seen.

I came away ashamed of ever complaining
... about anything. The movie made me feel
ashamed of all the times I spend money on
frivolous things. It made me realize that "by
and large’ the Christian church is a "country
club™ that simply seeks to serve the wants
of its members instead of being an army
dedicated to saving people from Satan and
evil. (And, I'm not talking "army" in the
military sense that might be suggested by
the "machine gun”in the title. I'm talking
“army"” in the sense of our hymn "Lit High
P (e Cross... the love of Christ proclaim.™)

But most of all it made me want to do
something about all the kids in the world
who don't have parents - or who have parents that socrew up
their kid's lives.

Machine Gun Preacheris a movie based on the real life of one
man and his family and their efforts to make a difference in the
lives of real kids in the Sudan and Uganda - kids whose parents



are killed and who themselves are then used as pawns ina
civil war.

It is @ movie about the power of God to change lives Ttis a
movie about the @ll of God to make a difference in the lives
of people around you. It is a movie that, like The Fassion of
the Christis not easy to watch - espedally for parents. But I
think it's a movie we - also like The Fassion of the Christ-
must watch. In fact, I will be showing it at some of our
meetings, and Bible Studies in the near future.

My hope is that watching the movie together will motivate us
to come up with ways to join with othersin our Synod and
District in helping The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Kenya
develop six rescue centers that will serve orphaned children.
(The congregations of our District voted at our District
Convention this spring to raise funds for one and a half of the
four orphanages.)

"Religion that God ouwr Father acoepts as pure and faultiess is
this: to look after orphans and widbws in their distress and to
keep onaself from baing polluted by the world. ™

Thanks for asking ,
Pastor David

Send your questions to pastor@livingwordlutheran.net

Living Word Lutheran Church on the Web

Our Website:
Inforrmation about our church, calendar of events, schedules, past
newsletters, and more at http: /e livingwordlutheran.net

Our Blog:
The latest in information, news, views, and interesting kems from
Living Word Lutheran at
hittp://livingwordlutheranicms. blogspot.com/
Link i= al=o found en home page of our websife

Facebook:
Posting the daity bible readings, church activities, and taking
prayer requests! Go to www.facebook.com to sign up for your
free account. Already on Facebook? Goto
hittp: //nww.facebook.com/people/Living-Word-Lutheran-
Church/100002935463148

Link i also found on home page of our website
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You can give without loving, but you cannot love without giving

Thot for a day:
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THE CALENDAR IS BARE (almost)...

As you look at the August calendar on pages 12 & 13, you will

notice that activities and meetings are at a minimum.... so that
we can put as much effort as possible into working together to
complete our new building. Read on for opportunities to help...

Building Update...

- ﬁ \ Again, A LOT has happened since the last
W [ | Mewsletter. If you've driven on County
I—I_[ll ITH Road Mine between Mew London and

Spicer, you've seen how much has hap-
pened over the past couple months. If you
haven't had that opportunity, I'd encour-

.

age you to continue to check our website
www livingwordlutheran.net for the latest updates and pictures.

Recently...

The roof has been completed

Interior walls have been built

Well has been dug and water lines run

Ceiling has been "sheet rocked”

Window are installed.

We have started discussing plans for a Dedication Sunday

Most of the contractor work has been completed. During the
month of August we need LOTS OF VOLUNTEER HOURS to com-
plete the building as scheduled. Upcoming work opportunities....

Hanging Drywall

Fainting

Decorating More photos and
Landscaping updates at
Insulating www.livingwordlutheran.net

Futting on siding

Providing Childcare for workers
Providing Meals for workers
Being a "go-fer” (running errands or to pick up stuff)
Organizing our Dedication Sunday

Organizing our Community Open House Day

If you haven't had a chance to sign up to help, you can do soin
the back of the church or by talking to Kevin Welsh or send an
email to paston@livingwordlutheran.net. Thanks to all who
have helped at the building already.



Sharing the Love of God In Practical Ways...

Use Our Make-A-Meal Program

Several years ago we began the Make-A-Meal program as a
way to share Jesus’ love/mercy with people going through a
tough time. Please use the Prayer and Care cards in the atten-
dance pad at worship or call Pastor David or Meal Coordinator
Linda Dilley if you know of someone who would appreciate a
meal. Thanks !

Building Help Needed

We have lots of opportunities to work together as the building
goes up. If you didn't get a chance to indicate the tasks you
could help with, please check the sign-up sheet in the fellow-
ship area. — We hawve AMPLE OPPORTUMNITIES during the
month of August (and will need all the help we can get) as we
work to get the building "move-in ready” by our late Au-
gust/early September target.

__ Thanks to EVERYONE who has helped already and every-
one who plans to help in the future, but hasn't had the oppor-
tunity yet.

— Thanks to Marcia Welsh and Nancy Jo Wendt for volunteer-
ing to match up work with workers.

— Thanks to Kevin Welsh for coordinating all the work efforts.

Accompanist Needed

Our 1st and 3rd Week accompanist Susan Johnson, has moved
to Hudson, WI, so we are in need of people who can help in
worship by providing accompaniment on piano, organ or key-
board. Please talk to Fastor David if you can help - or knowr of
someone who can. Thanks!

Elders Available For Prayer After Worship

God tells us in the book of James (5:14-15), "5 any one of you
in trouble? He shou'd pray.... I any one of you sick? He shou'd
call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him
with off in the name of the Lord. ™ Our Living Word Elders (Troy
Hansen, Kevin Welsh, Jason Miller and Brady Sharp) will be
available each week after worship at the front of the sanctuary
to pray with you.

Prayer List from Worship Available to Take Home

We have begun printing off the prayer requests from worship,
so you can take them home and keep them in your prayers
during the week.
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Thot for a duy: There is no exception to the rule that every rule has an exception.
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Upcoming Events...

- Vacation Bible School
CAtIONM  One pay: Saturday, August 25,
ibl['? 9:30 -2:30

chool Ages3-10 : :
Theme: God's Amazing Creation

Lots of "Hands On" activities that will help the kids experience
how truly amazing God's creation (including themselves) is.

Living Word “Church Soitball” Playoiis

(Thursdays at Swannson Fields in Willmar)

August 2- 6:13  Green Field vs. WCRC
(then at 7:15 if we win 6: 15 game; If not...
weTe done)

# Thanks to our fans, our players and Bryson
for organizing us.

E-Mail Humor...

A sign of the times...

During "children's time" in the worship service, the kids came
forward and the pastor, wanting to teach about prayer, asked,
"How can we talk with God?"

The pastor produced paper and envelope and said, "Maybe we
can write God a letter. Does anyone know God's address?"

The group said no.

Then the pastor pulled out his cell phone and said, "Maybe we
can telephone God. Does anyone know God's phone number?"

The response was again negative.

Then the pastor displayed his laptop computer and said,
"Maybe wre can send God an e-mail!"

A little five-year-old boy enthusiastically said, "Yeah, try vwa-
dot-God-dot-com!"

(In case you are wondering, there is a God.com website. Itis
maintained by a Christian organization called The Evanagelical
Media Group - not. wnfortunately, by God.)




Habifal lor Humanity...

Habitat for Humanity is looking for applicants for its
Home Repair Pilot projedt

Dear Living Word Lutheran Church,

Do you know of someone in need of an exterior home repair?
Is your siding in desperate need of @ make over? Is there need
for a handicapped ramp? We are stil looking for applicants for
our Home Repair Pilot project. If you know of someone strug-
gling or in need, please direct them to apply.

Hahltat

for Humanitjr

of West Central Minnesota

Hihitat for Humenity of Wt Cantral Mimrsscts is piloing a homes repar

ﬁm-ﬂﬁmhh-h‘ﬂrmh—
with commisiey paricers, e will ba ahlas to congrsos s program i tha fukors,

We are sesking 1 homeosmier in rveed of hame preservanans sach o pusming,
larsdieapery e maer emessor repaiss Thia progeawill help & lowincamse
heomeawrners, snpacted by age, dasbibty or family arommstances, who sruggle ta
mantam the extanar of ther hame We mll use vahirgesr s, donated matenaly
and roanterest loans to m:h::repur s affordable.

What are the guidelines?

»  Hoameoemness mas complete anaphlobon endall e regeeed dooorenin

& Foameoemes muos be hrng i the bore as thes prmmry readenoe

« H e Ty HnEae wnd be e wh EnEgE
fapmen & property e

«  Fegosred or peeded hoame efeirsass wthen Fa bt e Humenstyof Wi
Ceniira] Ivferme i Bt

« Allableboded mndents mhoes dongnds otter rolunisers Sormg $ew poopect.

»  Heaneowness mus ro el the hoome o tues pean afier cosmplesonof de
ot eept o shecsl o Ll een aroumanoe s (5. Deeal.

& Fomeowners must ke bome dunng 3T beres St Brees are wohuniss s on e,

»  Heamsones o e owned and fesd in thesr boee beatear de e §
mmoatha

v Hoameones o be bones om de appbmses, dcioss afl mbrecon dussyg
e apbhmson frocsssand agna pareenshp apeeament.

«  Hommeones s be wilkng in spgn 2 refegroent s pesment for the oot of wod
dore on thetr home,

»  Hoemeoeenss'sinooeme ot be ot ce below sroeme poidetine s hre d bedow:

oty HUD || Proem (2 Peamong |3 Pemcow |4 Persone |3 Peros
ECandiyohi G || 527300 | 551 200 |535J.[l:l $30000 | $£2100

Referrals Arc Needed!
Application deadline ks July 20th

For an appkcanon for the piot home repair prosect poumay:
Dromrdcad the A Bruwsh With Kandness(ABWE] applianon from o
mebaire e habammern ceg or conma us
619 Beraon Mvense SW
Willmar, MN S6201
Cormacr Neney ar (520) 281- 0o lern more.

et S e ey oSl
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The only time you make a mistake is when you dont leam from it

Thot for a day:
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The flier provides details on the guidelines for qualifying for our
home repair pilot project. It also provides details on acquiring
an application.

Flease feel free to contact Mancy at the Habitat offices (320~
231-2704) if you have any questions in regards to the project.

Looking for another opportunity to help Habitat for Humanity?

Cordless Drills

Tool Chests

Fry bars

4" and &' ladders

Paint brushes and rollers
#18 trim nail gun
printer paper (all kinds)
photo paper

paper cutter

2 outdoor benches
Motebooks

3 ring binders

Vacuum deaner
Picture Frames

Truck for ReStore

Habitat is Seeking Board Members

The Habitat for Humanity of West Central Minnesota Board of
Directors provides organizational leadership and vision, main-
tains high ethical standards in accordance with our values, en-
gages in effective planning to respond to the needs to people
living in substandard housing, and acts as wise stewards of our
resourges.

We are seeking qualified candidates to serve on our volunteer
Board of Directors; in particular:

» Energetic and entrepreneurial business people, who are not
already overextended with other commitments, eager to put
their enthusiasm for changing the world to work for us.

e Community leaders and philanthropists willing to engage
their peers in support of our mission.

¢ Board members must be able to attend monthly meetings
and contribute to the outcomes of one of our committees.

If you are interested in becoming & Habitat Board Member or
have questions, please contact Joline at the Habitat offices (320-
231-2704).



August - Daily Devotionals

We begin the month finishing reading about how God builds His church (people who follow
Jesus) in the book of Acts. The remainder of the month we prepare for *God's Amazing
Creation” Vacation Bible School by reading passages about the Creator and His Creation.

Wk of July 29 Dally Readngs God Builds His Church - ACTS 19-28

July 30 Acts 1920

July 31 Acts21-2

Aug1 Acts23-24

Aug2 Acs2526

Aug3 Acts27

Augd4 Acts28

VW of Aug 5 Daly Readings The CREATOR and HIS CREATION

Aug 6 Isaiah 40:25-21

Aug7 Job3E-39

Augd  Job40-41

Aug9 Psam 104

Aug 10 Psam3

Aug 11 Psam 100

Wk of Aug 12 Daily Readings CHRIST AS CREATOR

Aug 13 John 1:1-3

Aug 14 1 Cornthians 8:6

Aug 15

Aug 16

Aug 17

Aug 18

Aug 20

Aug

Aug 22

Aug 23

Aug 24

Aug 25

Aug 27

Aug 28

Aug 29

Aug 30

Aug 3

Sep1

Hebrews 1.1-2

Colossians 1:15-20

Ephesians 3:7-9

Acts 17:24-3

Wk of Aug 19 Daily Readngs  THE CREATION OF THE WORLD

Genesis 1.1-8

Genesis 1:9-19

Genesis1:20-25

Genesis 1:26-2:3

Genesis2.4-17

Genesis 219-25

Week of Aug 26 Daily Readings THE CREATOR and HIS CREATION

MNehemiah 9:6

Psalm 19:1-4

Romans 8:18-25

Isaiah 42:5-9

Hebrews 11:1-3

Romans 1.18-27




August 2012 - Living Wnrh Church Calendar of Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
July 29 July 30 July 3 August 1 2 4
9:00 Growing in Christ Hour PLEASE REMEMBER TO
- Aduit Forum: PRAY AT 11:09 EVERYDAY 5:30 mﬁﬁm
_ . (inspired by Luke 11:9: "So I sy ¢
103} Wonke to you, Ask and it will be given to 6:15 - Church League
11:15 Fellowship You; Seek and you will find; Knock Softball Yellow
and the door will be opened to
you']
5 & T 8 1
9:00 Growing in Christ Hour
- Adult Forurme 6:30 LWL Be
Pie Making @ dhurch B
10:00 Worshipw! Lord's Supper y
11:15 Fellowship
12 13 14 15 18
9:.00 Growing in Christ Hour
- Adult Forum: o
Noon - E:00
10:00 Worship 7:15 Elders' Team 700 Mission EMinistry cl:E‘ Pie & Ice Cream Social
Team __C A (@ NL Music Festival
1115 Fellowship 2 U[f' S
19 20 M 22 23 25
900 Growing in Christ Hour
- Adult Forum 930-2:30
Vacation Bible School
10:00 Worship -w Lord's Supper God's Amaang
Creation”
11:15 Fellowship
26 7 28 Fa] 30 Sep1
500 Growing in Christ Hour 930 Mom's Study
- Adult Forum
Noon Women's Study
10000 Worship
11:15 Fellowship




Upcoming Schedules...

Scripture Readers

Aug 5

Aug 12
Aug 19
Aug 26

Sept 2
Sept 9
Sept 16
Sept 23
Sept 30

Duane Hansen
Tammy Wachter
Scott Wachter
Bryson Wachter

Wendy Robbin
Mona Hijelle
FPhil Tverson
Kevin Welsh
Linda Dilley

Fellowship Servers

Aug 3

Aug 12
Aug 19
Aug 26

Sept 2
Sept 9
Sept 16
Sept 23
Sept 30

Marcia Welsh / Pam Johnson
Wendy Robbin [ Alida Sawatzky
Mancy Jo Wendy / Tammy Fuglie
Tammy Wachter [ Sarah Miller

Mona Hjelle / Elaine Abraham
Violet Dauk [/ Laurel Iverson
Linda Dilley / Bonnie Hansen
Marcia Welsh / Pam Johnson
Wendy Robbin [ Alida Sawatzky

Children’s Church Schedule

Aug 5

Aug 12
Aug 19
Aug 26

Sept 2
Sept 9
Sept 16
Sept 23
Sept 20

Mona Hijelle

Eve Bajari
Michelle Johnson
Donna Peterson

Mona Hielle

Eve Bajari
Michelle Johnson
Donna Peterson
Leader needed

Make A Meal Volunteers

August
September
October
Movember
December
January
February

Gracie Geer Laurel Iverson
Pastor David Linda Dilley
Violet Dauk Julie Bajar
Scott & Tammy Wachter Mancy Jo Wendt
Wendy Robbin Bryson Wachter
Fam Johnson Donna Peterson
Jamie Iverson Mona Hjelle
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When tempted to fight fire with fire, remember that the Fire Department usually
uses water,

Thot for a day:
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Elders
Aug 5
Aug 19

Sept 2
Sept 16

Acolyte
Aug & Sept

Troy Hansen & Scott Wachter
Kevin Welsh & Brady Sharp

Troy Hansen & Scott Wachter
Kevin Welsh & Brady Sharp

Children’s Church Kids

Usher / Greeter Schedule

Aug 5

Aug 12
Aug 19
Aug 26

Sept 2
Sept 9
Sept 16
Sept 23
Sept 30

Mark Fuglie & Tim Geer

Linda Dilley & Mona Hjelle

Kevin & Moah Welsh

Vern Samuelson & Wally Abraham

Jamie & Phil Iverson

Duane Hansen & Chuck Weflen
Jason Miller & Bryson Wachter
Lonny Robbin & Jason Olson
Troy Hansen & Brady Sharp

Bryson Wachter
Laurel Iverson

Bonnie Hansen
Greeter Needed

Bryson Wachter
Laurel Iverson

Bonnie Hansen
Greeter needed
Greeter needed

IWML News... <+
The Lutheran Women's Missionary League meets ILWIIW IL.

this month on Wednesday, August 8 to put to-
gether pies for the Pie and Ice Cream Social to

be held at the New London Music Festival on August 18 from
noon to 6 p.m.

Flease talk to Pam Johnson if you can help with either or both.

Thanks!

Mom'’s Study and Noon Wed. Women's Study:
Resume Wednesday, August 29

August Discipleship Verse...

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of
mine and puts them into practice is lile a wise
man who built his house on the rock.

Matthew 724



THE ADVANTAGES OF HAVING DOGS (V5. KIDS)

~ It doesn't take 45 minutes to get a dog ready to go outside
in the winter.

~ Dogs cannot lie.

~ Dogs never resist
nap time.

~ You don't need to
get extra phone lines
for a dog.

~ Dogs don't pester
you about getting a
kid.

~ Dogs don't care if
the peas have been

touched by the
mashed potatoes
~ Dogs are housebroken by the time they are 12 weeks old.
~ Your doqg is not embarrassed if you sing in public
~ Average oost of sending a dog to school: $142

Average cost of sending a kid to school: $103,000

A REBUTTAL ON BEHALF OF KIDS (OVER DOGS)
By Greg Hench

~ They don't bark.
~ They are capable of answering the phone. (Well, until they
get their own cell phone.)
~ I have never stepped in any of their messes in the back
yard.
~ I have never run over any of their messes with the mower
in the back yard.
~ They are permitted in most public buildings with no special
license.
~ They live much longer.
~ They eventually learn to buckle themselves and keep their
head in the window.
~ Mine have never chewed up the couch, the curtains, the
pillows or the carpet.
~ 0Once mine were potty trained, I never had to proudly Gy
around the poopy baqg like it was some great trophy of owner-
ship. (The real question is who owns who if you're the one
carmying the little poopy bag??)

Copyright 2012 Greg Hanch.
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Remember, you can't have everything, Where would you keep it?

Thot for a day
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True story from Greg Hench, Youth Pastor//Hurting Dad:

One day I was talking to my son Mat about safely crossing the
street while trying to incorporate the idea of saaifice and love at
the same time.

I decided to make this little teachable moment an opportunity to
have him choose between safety and sacrifice. I asked Mat, who
was probably about & at the time; "If I were to be walking across
the street and didn't see a car coming and I was about to get hit,
would you run out in the street and push me out of the way of
the car so I didn't get hurt even if it meant you would probably
get hurt really badly?"

With minimal hesitation Mat replied, "Well, that wouldn't be very
smart."



,f" The LINK...

& };,MR;, August 2012

Dear Friends,

Over the last few weeks of service with The Link, T am re-

minded of our call to serve others as reflected in Matthew

25:37-40
"Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it
that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty
and gave you samething te drink? And wihen was it
that we savv you & stranger and welcomed you, or na-
ked and gave you cothing? And when was it that we
sa@ o sick or in prison and visited you? And the King
will anawer them, Truly Itelf you, just as you did it to
gne of the least of these wifo are members of my fam-
iy, you did it to me.™

Mot a day passes when members of God's family seek assis-
tance from The Link. With the generosity of our community,
The Link is able to assist many people with basic needs such as
past due rent/mortgage, ar repair, referrals and advocacy.
Sometimes, having a listening ear or sharing in a meal with
someone can have a great impact.

Through our ecumenical efforts with The Link, Tuesday's Table
is serving up to 200 people each week. That's 800-1000 meals
each month—or over 10,000 per year! A big THANK YOU
goes out to the dedicated volunteers at Our Lady of the Lakes
Catholic Church, New London Evangelical Covenant Church,
Faith Lutheran Church, Peace Lutheran Church and Hope Pres
byterian Church that plan, cook and serve the meals, week af-
ter week, month after month.

The Mews London Household Exchange continues to grow!

From January through April, the community donated $2,638 in
goods to the household exchange to benefit people in transition
and people needing basic household items,

Thank you for building a community where we are able to

serve others generously and hospitably, giving our gifts of time
and resources to God's family.

Blessings,
Rhonda Otteson
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Silence Is often misinterpreted, but never misquated.

Thot for a day:
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Heeds:
The Mews London Household Exchange is looking for furniture
and basic household items! Donations are accepted Tuesday
from 2 prr6 pm and Thursdays from 10 am-2 pm at the New
London site. We are ahways looking for friendly faces to help
out at the Mew London Household Exchange. Contact Rhonda
if you are interested: 320.796.2522 or flc_link@tds.net.

The Community Care Pantry is in need of personal care and
basic household cleaning products. Contact Cathy Plucker at
Hope Presbyterian to donate at 320.796.2650.

Tuesday's Table in August:
Come join us for food and fellowship!

August 7 Our Lady of the Lakes Catholic Church
August 14":  New London BEvangelical Covenant Church
August 217 Faith Lutheran Church

August 287 Peace Lutheran Church

Do you have a ooffee hour, a social concerns committee or an
opportunity for a "temple talk” at your congregation? Iwould
welcome the opportunity to come and share about The Link!

Thank you for your support!

Donations can be sent to:
The Link, ¢fo Faith Lutheran Church,
310 Medayto Drive, Spicer, MN 56288

Upcoming Events!

PhotoVoice Project:

The Views & Voices of Women

Where: Make.Do.Workshop

(formerly the Pottery Workshop)

17 Central Avenue West, News London

When: Friday, August 17th from 6-8 pm
The exhibit will feature the photos taken by four women: their
struggles, their resiliency and, most of all, their hope. This pro-
ject was made possible by the support of a special grant from
the Willmar Area Community Foundation.

Support The Link during the News London Music Festival!

Stop by the Lions food booth! All proceeds will benefit The Link.
Here's a link to this fun, family friendly event:
http://newlondonmusicfestival.com/




Inspirational Message...

The Bridge Keeper

There was once a bridge which spanned a large river. During
mast of the day the bridge sat with its length running up and
down the river paralleled with the banks, allowing ships to pass
thru freely on both sides of the bridge. But at certain times
each day, a train would come along and the bridge would be
turned sideways acoss the river, allowing a frain to cross it.

A awitchman sat in a amall shack on one side of the river where
he operated the confrols to turn the bridge and lock it into
place as the train crossed. One evening as the switchman was
waiting for the last train of the day to come, he looked off into
the distance thru the dimming twilight and cught sight of the
train lights. He stepped to the confrol and waited until the frain
was within a prescribed distance when he was to turn the
bridge. He turned the bridge into position, but, to his horror, he
found the locking control did not work. If the bridge was not
securely in position it would wobble back and forth at the ends
when the train came onto it, causing the train to jump the track
and go aashing into the river. This would be a passenger train
with many people aboard. He left the bridge turned acoss the
river, and hurried across the bridge to the other side of the
river where there was a lever switch he could hold to operate
the lock manually. He would have to hold the lever back firmly
as the train crossed. He could hear the rumble of the train now,
and he took hold of the lever and leaned backward to apply his
weight to it, locking the bridge. He kept applying the pressure
to keep the mechanism locked. Many lives depended on this
man's strength.

Then, coming aaoss the bridge from the direction of his control
shack, he heard a sound that made his blood run cold. "Daddy,
where are you?" His four-year-old son was oossing the bridge
to look for him. Hisfirst impulse was to ay out to the child,
"Run! Run!™ But the train was too close; the tiny legs would
never make it aooss the bridge in time. The man almost left
his lever to run and snatch up his son and carry him to safety.
But he realized that he could not get back to the lever. Either
the people on the train or his little son must die. He took a mo-
ment to make his decision.

The train sped safely and swiftly on its way, and no one aboard
was even aware of the tiny broken body thrown mercilessly
into the river by the onrushing train. Nor were they aware of
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Mo sense being pessimistic; it probably won't work anyway.

Thot for a day
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the pitiful figure of the sobbing man, <till clinging tightly to
the locking lever long after the train had passed. They did
not see him walking home more slowly than he had ever
walked: to tell his wife how their son had brutally died.

Mowy if you comprehend the emotions which went this man’s
heart, you can begin to understand the feelings of our Father
in Heaven when He sacificed His Son to bridge the gap be-
tween us and eternal life. Can there be any wonder that He
caused the earth to tremble and the skies to darken when His
Son died? How does He feel when we speed along thru life
without giving a thought to what was done for us thru Jesus
Christ?

Story Behind The Song...

"How Firm A Foundation”

This hymn is one of my favorites. It combines an easy-to-sing
tune with some great words that focus on promises God
makes to us in His Word, the Bible. It is based on the ending
of Jesus' "Sermon on the Mount” in Matthew chapter seven.

"Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and
puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house
on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the
winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall,
because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone
who hears these words of mine and does not put them into
practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.
The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blews
and beat against that house, and it fell with a great aash.”

You may recall a favorite kids' song based on these same
verses, "The Wise Man Built His House Upon The Rock”

I'm apparently not alone in my appreciation of this hymn.
I've read that it has been a popular favorite amongst Chris-
tians ever since it first appeared, in 1787. It was said to be a
favorite both of Confederate General Robert E. Lee and Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt and was sung at both of their fu-
nerals. Also, there is a story that says the hymn was the fa-
vorite hymn of President Andrew Jackson's wife, and that he
asked for it to be sung to him as he was nearing death.

It was published then Dr. John Rippon, a Baptist minister in
London. When it appeared in Rippon's 'A Selection of Hymns,'



it was signed dmply "K". Some have speculated that the auw-
thor was Robert Keene (or Keen) was a close friend of Rippon
who served as song director at the Carter Lane Baptist Church.
All efforts to positively identify this mysterious "K", have been
fruitless; and the mystery remains to this day.

The fraditional tune {Portuguese Hymn or Adeste Fidelis) used
in England with "How Firm A Foundation" is the tune most of-
ten associated with our Christmas hymn "0 Come, All Ye Faith-
ful" for which it was composed by the author John Frances
Wade. The composer of the tune (Foundation or Protection)
mast commonly used here in the United States is also un-
known.

While the authorship of both the words and tune remain a mys-
tery, there's no mystery about the message of the hymn. Who-
ever the author, he had a thorough knowdedge of practical
Christianity and of what is needed to encourage troubled be-
lievers in their times of affliction.

The song shows us what a source of strength we can find in
God's word. It is actually a sermon in song which proclaims
many of the promises found in the soriptures. The author em-
phasizes the only foundation for a faith which will prevail - the
Word of God itself.

This grand old hymn was originally in six stanzas; the one usu-
ally omitted is verse 2. QOur hymnal - # 728 - also omits verse
4 (and adds one of its own). The final verse of the original text
below is my particular favorite.

Maybe you are going through frials right nows (who isn't?).
Read this hymn and let God strengthen you with the promises
from His Word:

Howr firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,

Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!

What more an He say than to you He hath said,
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

"In eyv'ry condition— in sickness, in health,

In poverty's vale, or abounding in wealth;

At home or abroad, on the land, on the sea,

As days may demand, shall thy strength ever be.

"Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,
For Iam thy God, Iwill still give thee aid;
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
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Upheld by My gracious, omnipotent hand.

"When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow,

For Iwill be with thee, thy trials to bless,

And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

"When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace all-sufficient shall be thy supply;

The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

"The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for reposs,
I will not, Twill not desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,

The Back Pew - Jeff Larson

Guys, let's be reasonable! Let's stop this
FASTING TIL WE DROP talk, and start with
Cutting back on 'CHURCH POTLUCKS'.
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Considehng this Group Of Zealots were NOT Lutherans,
ﬂ@am potiucks was a very reasonable suggestion,



